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The Great High Stage Repair of 2021!
by Don MacQueen, Chair

In the last issue of the R&S, you may recall, Bradley Hobbs
sent out a request for volunteers to undertake some much-
needed maintenance of the so-called High Stage that the
Branch uses each year for adjudications and other perfor-
mances at the Scottish Highland Gathering and Games each
year. This stage was originally designed by BudWisecarver,
and built by Bud and Gene Bissell in 2005. It has served us
well, but it was time to replace the plywood �loor. (ed.: more
about the stage’s history in Bud Wisecarver’s obituary.)

A large and hard-working crew responded to the call: Andy
Hatcher, Carol Hatcher, Bradley Hobbs, Don MacQueen,
John McComas, Dwayne McQullliams, Trina Merriman,
Margaret Ward, Tom Ward. Next time you see any of these
folks be sure to express your thanks – and think of them the
next time you join an adjudication set!

Jordanhill, con�nued page 2

Bud Wisecarver, con�nued, page 7

Alex Harvey, con�nued, page 6

Notes from the other Editor
by Bradley Hobbs

The Reel & Strathspeyper is the newsletter of the San Fran-
cisco Branch of the RSCDS. More importantly, it is your
newsletter. It is only as good as the articles we receive from
our members or passed on from other branches.

Please send articles, poems, prose, new dance descriptions,
drawings, photos, word puzzles, comic strips or panels–
anything related to Scottish dance, history or culture.

The next submission deadline is September 1st for the
September/October issue. The following deadline will be
October 1st for the November/ December issue. This will
get us on track to get the newsletter out at the beginning of
the issue date. Thank you.
randsnewsletter@rscds-sf.org

Alexander Harvey (1930-2021)
Alexander (Alex) Harvey, devoted husband, father, engineer
and teacher, died peacefully on June 17, 2021 in San Jose,
CA. He was born on September 19, 1930 in Sterling,
Scotland. He was the oldest of three children to Alexander
Harvey and Jane (Gardner) Harvey.

Alex attended Stirling High School until 1948 and was
awarded the Randolph Medal, the Medal for Science and
the Medal for Mathematics in 1947. He went on to study
Engineering at Glasgow University from 1948 to 1952,
receiving his Bachelors of Science (with honours) in
Electrical Engineering. After graduation, Alex spent 2 years
with Canadian General Electric Company in Peterboro,
Ontario, Canada and then 14 years with Atomic Energy of
Canada, Ltd as a design and development engineer. During
this time he was requested to work for the Indian Nuclear
Research Center in Trombay, Bombay, India (1964).

In 1967, while living at Point Alexander, just outside Deep
River, Ontario, Canada andwhile teaching the local Scottish
Country Dance class he met and fell in love with Marianna
Carmichael. He proposed and they were married on July
15, 1967 in Castle Donington, England. In 1968 Alex and
Marianna moved to Los Alamos, New Mexico where they
raised two daughters.

W R (Bud) Wisecarver
January 1928 - 22 July 2021

On July 22nd, 2021 the Branch lost one of its most ardent
supporters. Bud Wisecarver was born in January of 1928.
He grew up in Berkeley and graduated from Berkeley High
School in January of 1946. At that time, young men were
still being drafted for WWII, so he and �ive of his high
school friends decided to join the marines. By the time they
completed basic training the war was over, and they were
mustered out with the option to join the reserves. Three of
the six did and wound up serving in Korea; Bud was one of
the three that did not. He enrolled then at University of the
Paci�ic with a major in Zoology and a minor in music, but
before completed his studies, he met and married Judy.
Faced with the need to earn a living, he fell back on the one
marketable skill he had which was welding. Bud learned to
weld at age 11 working on old cars and had a long time in-
terest in auto racing mostly in construction and in the pit
crews rather than behind the wheel.
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First, Fairgrounds staff kindly brought the stage out to a suitable working loca�on (fortunately shady!) and
unfolded it. Here it is, ready to be a�acked
.

The project started with re-
moving the old plywood.
This was no small task.
Twenty-four panels! Since
the old screws had been
covered over with epoxy,
this was a big challenge.
Here is a photo of the first
panel being li�ed off.

A�er some trial and error,
we got be�er at removing
the panels. S�ll, it took a
good two days. Here is a
photo of Tom’s hat coring
around one of the old
screws to separate the
panel from the screw.

REEL & STRATHSPEYPER • RSCDS • SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH
Jordanhill, con�nued
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Simultaneously, the new plywood was being prepped for installa�on.
This included shortening the center panels by about 3-3/4 inches,
coa�ng all edges with epoxy to prevent moisture intrusion, and var-
nishing the undersides, also to reduce future moisture intrusion. Here
is a photo of Margaret applying epoxy to an edge. In total, about 575
linear feet of edges were coated by Margaret, Carol, Trina and her
epoxy expert friend, boat builder Carlos Ruiz. The epoxy was sanded
smooth before what would be the panel’s underside was varnished.

Here is Tom surveying the progress with
Dwayne removing old screws.

Finally, all the old floor panels were off
and it was �me to start laying the new
ones.

Tom and Dwayne li� a panel into place.
Like the removal, it took a while to figure out how to be efficient. But once we did, it went pre�y smoothly.
Here is Bradley securing one of the new center floor panels with site-made wedging clamps while Dwayne
screws it down.

REEL & STRATHSPEYPER • RSCDS • SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH
Jordanhill, con�nued
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And a�er
another two
days, voila!

However, no
one wants
to dance on
bare, rough
plywood.
Bradley
smoothed
out the new
stage with
an industrial
orbital floor
sander.

A couple of
coats of gray
paint, and
we’re pre�y
much done!

Jordanhill, con�nued
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The Legendary Niel Gow
For centuries, Niel Gow has been celebrated as a legendary
Scottish �iddler and composer. As a primarily self-taught mu-
sician, his playing style differed from other players. Whereas
most �iddlers emphasized their downbow, Niel put power
into his upbow. Of the 80 compositions attributed to him,
many are still favorites of Scottish dancers world-wide.

Niel Gow (whose Gaelic �irst name is sometimes incorrectly
transposed to the more familiar “Neil”) was born to John
Gow and Catherine McEwan in the family cottage in Strath-
braan, Scotland. When Niel was still very young, the family
moved northeast to Inver. John Gowwas a plaid weaver, and
Dunkeld, just across the river Tay from Inver, was an impor-
tant junction of north-south and east-west roads where he
could sell his wares. While still a child, Niel trained to follow
in his father’s footsteps in the weaving craft.

Reportedly, when Niel was nine, he started with the �iddle—
a half-size �iddle called a kit. He would learn to play the in-
strument mostly by watching other �iddlers at the inn and
markets, practicing what he saw and heard. At thirteen, he
was under the tutelage of �iddler John Cameron. By eighteen,
he was so skillful with his �iddle that he bested his tutor and
eight other �iddlers of some renown in competition. The
judge was blind �iddler John McCraw, who praised Niel’s
highly distinctive style saying, “I would ken his bow hand

amang a huhder players.” His bowing techniques were un-
usual, unsurpassed, strong, and quite distinctive.

This contest brought him to the attention of James Murray,
2nd Duke of Atholl, who became a patron, employing him to
play at balls and other events held at Blair Castle. Niel Gow
rapidly became established as Perthshire’s best �iddle player
(Perthshire County, which Inver lies within, is the duchy of
the Duke). Despite his increasing fame, Niel never moved
from the family home at Inver.

Dunkeld sat as the gateway to the Highlands and in 1745
during Bonnie Prince Charlie’s march south to Edinburgh, he
was hosted byWilliam, the Marquis of Tullybardine (brother
of James, 2nd Duke of Atholl) at Dunkeld House. Being the �id-
dler to the stars, Niel Gowwas asked to entertain the Young
Pretender. Consequently, Niel traveled with the Young Pre-
tender’s army as far as Luncarty, some seventeen kilometers
south, before returning to Inver.

When Robert Burns visited Dunkeld on his tour of the High-
lands in 1787, he stayed at Culloden House and breakfasted
with Dr. Stewart, a well-known local �iddler. Niel Gowwas
sent for and, with Dr. Stewart joining in and Peter Murray on
bass, Niel played a selection of his own compositions. Burns
took such a fancy to Niel’s tune, “Loch Erroch Side” that he
asked for a copy of it, setting his “Address to the Woodlark”
to it. The tune originated from an air Niel had heard his wife

Niel Gow, con�nued, page 8

Jordanhill, con�nued

And, finally, the Fairgrounds
staff folded up the stage and
towed it back to its storage
loca�on. There was one
problem, though. They
couldn’t spare the crew to
put the cover back on. On
the one hand, we really, re-
ally, hope this is not a prece-
dent! On the other hand,
though, it gave us the per-
fect opportunity to take the
cover back to its maker for
some zipper repair. In the
mean�me, the stage is back
in storage with a temporary
cover. Mark Burt joined us
for placing the temporary
cover, and, most notably,
climbed up on top of that
thing to do it. Much thanks
to Mark for helping with the
cover, and to the whole
crew for such a tremendous
contribu�on! Come to the Games this year and admire our new floor!

REEL & STRATHSPEYPER • RSCDS • SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH
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Alex Harvey, con�nued
Although Alex’s career began at the Los Alamos National
Laboratory of the University of California (LANL) in
development, design, fabricationand installationof radiation-
hardened magnets, he found his passion for work with
Accelerator Technology. He assisted the Swiss Institute of
Nuclear Technology and with the telescope at Argonne
National Laboratory -a DODStarWars project. He also helped
the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center (SLAC) during its
construction, as the �irst Chief Engineer building magnets
for the accelerator and living in Atherton, California. Alex
was eventually offered a permanent position at Stanford
(SLAC) as Head of Mechanical Engineering, allowing him to
retire from Los Alamos National Lab and move the family to
Mountain View, California. 1993 brought Alex another job
offer from the US government and he became the Chief
Engineer on theWaxahachie Superconducting Super Collider
(SSC), where he lived in an apartment within an abandoned
gas station. When the SSC project lost government funding
Alex took on a consultant/teacher role for SLAC and LANL
providing teaching and training for younger engineers on
the �iner points of building and installing magnets within
accelerators. He was even a teacher at CERN, the world's
only working circular supercollider in 1996 before his
retirement.

Throughout these years Alex continued to teach Scottish
Country Dancing both in New Mexico and in Switzerland. In
1986 he assisted in founding the New Mexico Branch of the
Royal Scottish Country Dance Society (RSCDS) that still
�lourishes today. While in California, he danced with the San
Francisco RSCDS branch and quickly became a �ixture as both
a teacher and a class participant, even if some teachers were
not as open to having him teach. He persevered and was a
regular teacher in the Mountain View and San Jose classes.
Onmany eveningsaweek Alexcouldbe foundonadance �loor,
in his kilt, enjoying the music, recorded or live, humming
along with the tune and assisting other dancers with where
to proceed next in the set.

Alex's other love in life was sailing. He owned a 14 foot
dinghy sailboat in Deep River, Ontario and could be found
spending free time on the Ottawa River. Alex and Marianna
owned a 26 foot sailboat in New Mexico and spent summers
on the quiet lakes in the northern part of the state. The family
also spent many summers sailing off the West Coast of
Scotland and later in the Mediterranean. While Alex was
usually the captain of the ship he was a very patient teacher,
hence his children’s love for sailing. With Marianna working
the foredeck and Alex at the helm, there was no sea they
could not sail.

Once retired, Alex spent time sailing in Alaska, Hawaii, the
British Virgin Islands and Greece. Alex and Marianna spent
time traveling to Scotland for hiking, dance and music tours,
sailing on the San Francisco Bay and continuing to dance
wherever there happened to be a class.

Alex was also a fantastic host. He was known by many for
inviting new friends to stay in his home, hosting the after-
party for workshops, and the New Year’s Day Open House
parties that the family hosted for years. Alex enjoyed single
malt scotch, great food and the company of others. January

always foundhimrecitingTheAddress to theHaggisandother
works of Robert Burns. He was a man of great toasts and
much humour. In true Alex fashion, please raise a glass in his
memory. Slainte!

Alex is survived by his wife of 54 years, Marianna; his sisters;
Jean Clarke and her husband John Clarke of Irving, Texas and
Myra Wilson of Edinburgh, Scotland. He is survived by his
daughters; Mairi Jean Harvey of Newington, Connecticut and
Irene Susan Boberick (Harvey) of Citrus Heights, California.
Alexalso has four grandchildren he loved to visitwith; Sydnee
Harvey-Huffman of Citrus Heights, California, Cheyenne
Harvey-Stoltz, Brandon Harvey-Stoltz and Skye Harvey-Stoltz
of Torrington, Connecticut. Alex is also survived by many
adoring nieces, nephews, friends and extended family.

In order to honour Alex’s wishes there will be no services.
Please considermaking a donation to the scholarship fund of
your local RSCDS Branch. If you wish to make the donation
to the San Francisco Branch the donations can be made to
the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society San Francisco
through Facebook. Checks may also be made out to the
RSCDS-SF Branch with a memo or note re: Alex Harvey.
Address: Sylvain Pellitier, ℅ RSCDS-SF Branch, 2250 24th
Street, Unit 225, San Francisco, CA 94107.

July - August 2021 Page 6
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Rosa and also at the Lafayette La Fiesta Day celebration.
Bud hauled it up to Santa Rosa every year until the Games
were transferred to Pleasanton, and the he hauled it to
Pleasanton until about 1997 or 1998. By then a few defects
in the ARF as a dancing platform had become apparent,
mainly the hinges that joined the three sections together.
Bud thought he could remedy that problem by hinging the
sections in the opposite direction. He sold the ARF for
$5000 to the Caledonian Club with the proviso that we
could use it at the games until a new stage was ready. He
used the $5000 to by the structural aluminum and steel
needed and set out to build the new stage. Work pro-
gressed very slowly since he was working alone and in his
spare time until sometime in 2004 when Contra Costa
County condemned the part of his building where he was
working on the project to widen highway 4. The County
agreed to build a new section on his building to replace
that condemned, but he had to be able to move the stage
into the new section when it was ready. He was able to
complete the trailer and center section skeleton in time for
the move, but it was apparent that the project needed
more than spare time attention. Bud turned over the pres-
idency of BishopWisecarver to his daughter, Pam, and I
agreed to join him in an effort to have the stage ready for
use at the 2005 Games. We worked 8 hours a day and 4
days a week, most weeks, solving problems as we went,
Bud doing most of the solving. It was a truly amazing expe-
rience for me. Bud had a remarkable instinct for the prop-
erties of the materials we were working with and for solv-
ing mechanical problems. The new stage was used for the
�irst time at the 2005 games and has served well ever
since. Bud donated it to the Branch, and I am sure he spent
a good deal more on parts and materials than the $5000 he
got for the old one, not to mention the hours of labor. Bud’s
impact on the Lafayette Class and on the Branch will be felt
for a very long time. We do miss him!!

From l-r: Bill M�Conachie, Bud Wisecarver, Eugene Bissell and
Kathleen M�Adam at the Lafayette Class 40th Anniversary party.

His welding business took off when a neighbor business
man brought him a design for a metal bread tray and asked
if he could make him a sample. He could and did, and the
idea caught on in the baking industry. Thus was born the
BishopWisecarver Corp. They soon had to move to larger
facilities in Clayton and eventually to the present location
in Pittsburg. At one point they were turning out bread
trays by the railroad car full. Life was good until someone
�igured out how to make a similar tray cheaper from plas-
tic, and demand for the metal version dried up almost
overnight. But, they found a variety of other product to
keep going until they came up with the linear motion de-
vices that are their business today.

Bud started Scottish Country Dancing in 1980 in a class
conducted by Ellie Wood (Briscoe) in Concord. When the
class failed for want of students, Ellie brought the two re-
maining survivors to Lafayette. By 1984 Bud was dancing
regularly in Lafayette Demo Teams. Some of the Demos he
participated in were:
• Shrine East-West Game half-time show at Stanford

stadium, 1984.
• J C Penny “Best of Britain” sales day promotion that

netted $1000 for the Scholarship Fund, 1985.
• Camelia Folk Dance Festival in Sacramento, 1986.
• Victorian Fair at John Muir House in Martinez, 1986,

1989, 1999
• Piedmont Gardens Retirement Home for his

mother’s 100th birthday celebration, 1988.
• Lafayette Fiesta Celebration in Lafayette, 1990 & 1991
• Caledonian Club Gathering & Games, John Muir

House & Golden Gate Fields adjudication Teams
1989-1997.

Sometime around 1987 Judy asked Bud to build her a pool
house. He said he’d build one if he could make it big
enough to dance in. The �irst class party was held there
July 23rd 1988. It became a much-loved, annual affair
through 2012. The last class party held there was on July
14th, 2018 to celebrate Eugene Bissell’s 90th birthday.

In 1990 discussions concerning the injury to Bruce Watson
at the Caledonian Games in Santa Rosa the preceding year
brought forth the comment from Bud that he had a plat-
form that he had built many years before for water skiing
which he referred to as his ARF (all-purpose recreation fa-
cility). It turned out to be a platform built in three sections
that are joined by continuous hinges so that the two outer
sections can be folded onto the center portion to which a
set of wheels is attached for towing behind a truck. Floata-
tion pods underneath allowed it to be towed behind a boat
as well. A small gas engine folded and unfolded the sec-
tions and locked them in place. It was a relatively simple
matter to maneuver it into place and open it out to provide
a level, �lat, smooth surface for dancing. It was a big im-
provement over the makeshift stage provided by the fair –Eugene Bissell

Bud Wiscarver, con�nued
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singing and had added to it; it is now better known as “The
Lass o’ Gowrie”.

Niel Gowwas married twice. His �irst wife was Margaret
Wiseman, and they had �ive sons and three daughters. His
sons William (1751), Andrew (1760), Nathaniel (1763),
and John (1764) all followed their father as �iddlers and
composers; two of the daughters were Margaret (1759)
and Grizel (1761). The youngest son, Daniel (1765), died in
infancy; William died in 1791 at age 40, and Andrew died
in 1794 at 34. Margaret Wiseman died in 1766.

As a widower, Niel married Margaret Urquhart from Perth
in 1768, and they went on to share a happy marriage until
she died in 1805. Niel was deeply hurt by her death, and
stopped playing the �iddle for a while. When his friends �i-
nally convinced him to pick it up again, the �irst thing he
played was his “Lament for the Death of his SecondWife”.
Niel died at Inver on 1 March 1807, three weeks short of
his 80�� birthday. He is buried in the churchyard at the lit-
tle Dunkeld chapel.

Niel Gow and his family members brought the traditions of
the previous 150 years of folk music and playing to re-
spectable heights. Due to his association with the Duke, he
was in the company of gentry and crofters alike. When Niel
Gow played his �iddle, all classes of society were in the au-
dience.

Of Niel's sons, Nathaniel is by far the most well-known, be-
ing a �ine composer of Scottish music, with nearly 200
tunes to his credit. The question of howmany tunes the
Gows actually wrote arises because in this time much of
the music would be transmitted by ear from one �iddler to
another; there was quite a controversy as to who actually
composed which tune. When Niel and Nathaniel published
their various collections of music the would state “as
played by Niel Gow and Sons”. Altogether there are six
Gow Collections, the last two volumes appearing after
Niel’s death, and four "Repositories of Original Scots
Tunes," published by Niel Gow and Sons. The gift of music
descended at least to the third generation. Nathaniel’s son
died young, but shortly after his death appeared a "Collec-
tion of Airs, Reels and Strathspeys," "being the posthu-
mous compositions of the late Niel Gow”.

1st 2nd 3rd out
1 2 0 2 3
2 2 1 0 4
3 2 2 1 2
4 1 2 2 2
5 0 2 2 3

1st 2nd 3rd out
1 2 0 3 3
2 2 1 0 5
3 2 2 1 3
4 1 3 2 2
5 1 2 2 3

Niel Gow, con�nued

Sharing the last two rounds
by Lyle Ramshaw

Your �ive-couple set has been asked to share the last two
rounds of a three-couple dance that will run for eight
rounds. During the seventh round, the original 4s dance as
the �irst couple from the top, leaving your set in the order
[5 4 1 2 3], from top to bottom. There are two common
choices for what happens next.

Traditionally, the original 4s scoot to the very bottom as the
eighth round begins, with the couples below them stepping
up, so that the eighth round is danced by couples 5, 1, and 2.
A recent alternative has the original 4s stay in second place
for the eighth round, which is then danced by couples 5, 4,
and 1. While this alternative avoids a rapid rearrangement
of the set, it allocates the eight rounds among the �ive cou-
ples much less fairly, as the following tables demonstrate.

During any round, any given couple can �ill one of four dif-
ferent roles: They can dance as �irst couple, dance as sec-
ond couple, dance as third couple, or stand out. In a four-
couple set, each couple �ills each of those roles twice during
the eight rounds. But that perfect balance can’t be achieved
with �ive couples.

After the �irst seven rounds in a �ive-couple set, here are the
counts for how often each couple has �illed each of the four
roles:

For example, the original 1s danced twice as �irst couple,
then stood out at the bottom for three rounds, and then
danced twice as third couple. Note that each row in this ta-
ble sums to 7, as do the �irst three columns. The fourth col-
umn sums to 14, since two couples are standing out during
each round.

Here are the �inal counts under the two alternative strate-
gies for handling the eighth round:

When the 4s scoot to the bottom, the three zeros in the
seven-rounds table become ones, while the 3s and 4s stand
out for a third time. The result is as balanced as is possible
with �ive couples. The original 2s dance for only half of the
rounds; but there are 16 idle rounds to �ill, so some couple
must stand out for four rounds. And the 2s at least get to
dance twice as �irst couple.

When the 4s stay in second place, the balance is much
worse. The original 1s never get to dance as second couple,
and the original 2s get seriously shortchanged: They never
get to dance as third couple and they stand out for �ive of
the eight rounds!

Thus, when the 4s stay in second place, the set pays a high
price in lost balance to smooth the transition between
rounds seven and eight.

1st 2nd 3rd out
1 2 1 2 3
2 2 1 1 4
3 2 2 1 3
4 1 2 2 3
5 1 2 2 3

4s stay in place

4s scoot to the bo�om
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Best Set Stuck in the House*
32-bar jig for three couples in a four-couple longwise set

1-4 1st couple set and cast off one place. 2nd couple step up on bars 3-4.

5-8 1st couple cross over, passing each other by the left, and dance round �irst corners by the right.
1st couple �inish back to back facing �irst corners.

9-12 1st couple and �irst corners set and, 1st couple, pulling back by the right, dance around each other
and out to �inish in partner’s �irst corner position. At the same time, �irst corners dance in to-
wards each other and, pulling back by the right, �inish back to back in the middle facing own
places.

13-16 1st couple and �irst corners set and, �irst corners, pulling back by the right, dance around each
other and out to opposite corner’s position. At the same time, 1st couple dance in towards each
other and, pulling back by the right, �inish back to back in the middle facing second corners.

17-24 1st couple repeat bars 9-16 with second corners and pass each other by the right to �inish in sec-
ond place on opposite sides. Couples �inish on opposite sides in the order 3, 1, 2.

25-32 1st couple set and, without giving hands, dance round each other by right shoulders one and a
half times to �inish on own sides.
At the same time, 3rd and 2nd couples set twice. On bars 27-28, 3rd man and 2nd woman pull
back right shoulders to �inish facing out. 3rd couple dance clockwise halfway round the set to �in-
ish in third place on own sides. At the same time, 2nd couple dance clockwise halfway round the
set to �inish in �irst place on own sides.
Don’t even think about taking hands on bars 25-26!

Repeat, having passed a couple, then go wash your hands (after the dance, of course)

*A dance for people desperate for some exercise.

Devised by Mark Caplin and Eileen Richey, San Francisco Branch, March 27, 2020,
during Covid-19 house quarantine, when social distancing met social isolation, and “pandemic dances”
were all the rage. With special thanks to TimWilson for his help and guidance.

Note: the movement in bars 9-24 was devised by Alec Hay, and popularized in Helen Greenwood’s jig
Best Set in the Hall (RSCDS 46/7).

Suggested music: “No Escape” by Patti Cobb

S2ST

BEST SET STUCK IN THE HOUSE 8x32J

Mark Caplin and Eileen Richey, 2020 3C/4C longwise set

2s step up
on 3&4

1S
2

2

1

1

3

3

1 23

RSh1¹⁄�

3M/2W face out
on 27-28
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Local Events Calendar 2021
Rev July 1 2020 by Witsie McKelvy witken@astound.net. Pending detailsmay appear in the next issue.

Please send items any�me to witken@astound.net

PLEASE NOTE;
ALL EVENTS LISTED ARE TENTATIVE DUE TO THE PANDEMIC

PLEASE CALL THE CONTACTS LISTED TO OBTAIN INFORMATION

Events Elsewhere 2021
Revised 7/1/21 • Compiled by Annie Jacobsen, send updates to akjacobs@pacbell.net

Limited information only. For more information and other events in Canada and the US, see Inter-City Scot
www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php. For international events, see http://www.dancesco�ish.ca/Whats-On-Far.html.

September
10-11: Fri-Sat, Cocoa Beach (FL) 37th Annual Sco�sh Dance
Workshop Weekend. Friday Night Welcome Dance, Saturday
Workshop, Grand March and Ball. Recorded music. Teacher:
Jeanne Moody (San Diego, CA). Brochure and briefs will be
available on the website: www.rscdsfloridabranch.com. Contact
James and Alma Kutzner jamesekutzner@gmail.com.

July
3, Sat: 7:30-9:00pm (doors open at 7:15pm) Branch Virtual Social.
Contact your class manager for zoom link.

Thursdays 7:15 Santa Cruz Class resumes at Peace Church. Contact
Jo Gent griggsjoad@gmail.com for info.

August
7, Sat: Branch Virtual Social. Contact your class manager for zoom
link.

October
29-31: ASILOMARWeekend Workshop: Watch for Branch
informa�on from Sheena MacQueen. Cancelled

Applica�ons open July 1, 2021 Visit Asilomar.rscds-sf.org to apply

December
11,Sat: Berkeley Class Holiday Party, Arlington Community
Church, 52 Arlington Ave., Kensington 94707. Potluck dinner
6:00pm, Caroling 7:15pm, Dancing 8:00pm, followed by a potluck
dessert buffet. Info: Paul Benne� 510-414-9540
oaklandpaul503@gmail.com

2021 Asilomar Weekend Workshop Cancelled

Sadly, the Asilomar Weekend Workshop
Commi�ee has decided to cancel our 2021
workshop.

In our opinion, we do not see public health
condi�ons improving to the point where we can
safely run a dance weekend including dance
classes and evening dances.

We are very disappointed to be making this
decision, but do not want a sub-op�mal event,
nor do we want to put our dancers, teachers,
musicians, and their families or loved ones, at
risk.

Those who have already applied will receive a
refund.

Thank you for your pa�ence and understanding.

Next Asilomar Weekend Workshop
November 4-5-6 2022

Dance in your heart un�l we can dance together,

Sheena MacQueen
Asilomar Weekend Workshop Chair
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Join the celebration of our mosaic of American cultures at the first annual Mosaic festival in Silicon Valley.
The very first of its kind, the festival honors our community with a day of belonging, healing and harmony

through dance, music, visual and performing arts.

Experience ethnic performances by artists from around the Bay Area. Discover cultures through
the cuisine of an eclectic curation of food trucks and small business vendors.

Shake off the languishing of quarantine through movement–whether it’s walking, yoga or dancing in place.
Marvel at the exhibit by local artists presenting their perspective of the “American Mosaic”.

Most of all, take part in our united effort to heal from the pandemics of COVID-19 and
racism that attempted to erode who and what we truly are:

a united mosaic of American communities.

Watch the Dunsmuir Sco�sh Dancers perform
at the



SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLASSES IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
Summer 2021 Schedule

(Classes are opening up, pending virus restrictions
Call to confirm class is mee�ng.)

For more informa�on about classesand other events, see: www.rscds-sf.org or www.rscds-sacramento.org
The symbol “&” indicates separate classrooms at the same loca�on. • Changes due: 9/1/2021

SAN FRANCISCO CLASSES
Berkeley
MONDAYS: IntermediateTechnique:8pm;
St. Clement’s EpiscopalChurch,2837 Claremont Blvd.
Bruce Herbold 415-812-3947. Teachers:
Linda Henderson,Bruce Herbold, DavidNewitt.

FRIDAYS:Basic 8:10pm; Christ Church, 2138 Cedar,
Room 1. Teachers: Mary and Dwayne McQuilliams.
Intermediate8:10; Christ Church, Rm 2. Teachers:
David Newi�, Bruce Herbold, Linda Henderson.
BEGINNERS WELCOMEANYTIME.
BerkeleyYouthClasses
FRIDAYS: Christ Church 2138 Cedar, Berkeley
Beginners (Ages 7–14): 6:30 pm; Christ Church, Rm 1.
Intermediates (all ages): 7:15 pm; Christ Church, Rm1.
Advanced (all ages): 7:15pm; Christ Church, Rm 2.
Mary McQuilliams 415-716-7999, boldmary@aol.com.
Campbell Class (in San Jose)
FRIDAYS: Intermediates: Lower /Middle / Advanced
(No Beginners’ level): 7:30pm; The Dance Affair,
850NorthWinchesterBlvdatPruneridge/Hedding, San Jose.
Kathy Allen408-892- 4237, RebeccaDavis408-378-3817.
Calltoconfirmclass ismeeting!
Crocke�
TUESDAYS: Intermediates:7pm;CrockettCommunity
Center, 850 Pomona St. Teachers: Lori Howard
925-934-1928, or Sandee Schultz 510-549- 9224.
Danville (SeeLafayette)
Lafaye�e Class (inDanville)
THURSDAYS: Beginners & Intermediates:
8pm; Danville Grange, 743 Diablo Road, Danville.
Monica van Eck, monica.van.eck@gmail.com.
Teachers: Eugene Bissell, LindaHenderson,Don MacQueen.
Livermore
MONDAYS:Beginners / Intermediates:8pm;Veterans
Hall, 522South L Street. MargaretWard 925-449-5932.
Teachers: SheenaMacQueen, DonMacQueen.
Livermore Youth Class (in Pleasanton)
FRIDAYS: Youth (Ages 7 & up): 6pm; Vineyard Ballet
Academy, 39 California Avenue, # 110, Pleasanton.
Call Sheena MacQueen, teacher, 925-447-1833.
Monterey
TUESDAYS: Social: 6:30-8:45pm; Beginners: first hour.
Monterey YouthCenter Dance Studio, 777 Pearl Street.
Kathy Jorgensen 831-663-3227.Teacher: Sara Gratiot,
831-384-4783. BEGINNERSWELCOMEANYTIME.
Mountain View
WEDNESDAYS: 7:45pm.MountainViewSports Pavilion, .
1185 Castro St. info@mtview-rscds.org Teachers:
Basic: Armin Busse, Laura Cooper,Paula Jacobson
Experienced: AlanTwhigg, Lin Pe�engill, Rachel Pusey.

Petaluma Youth & Family Class
Mondays: 4:30; 860 Western Avenue;
Teacher: Ron Wallace 707-318-5660
Pleasanton (see Livermore Youth Class)

San Francisco
THURSDAYS:Beginners & Intermediates:7:30-9:30pm;
The Polish Club of San Francisco, 3040 22nd Street at
Shotwell. Linnea Johnson 415-841-9456.
Teachers: Bruce Herbold, Trina Merriman, Tim Wilson.
BEGINNERS WELCOME ANYTIME.
San Jose
MONDAYS: 7:30pm; Beginners / Experienced:
American Legion Hall, 1504 Minnesota Ave.
SparkyGregory408-257-2294. sanjosescd@gmail.com
Teachers: KathyAllen, Laura Cooper, Paula Jacobson,
RachelPusey,Dilip Sequeira, Geoffrey Wood.
Santa Cruz
THURSDAYS:Beginners&General Class: 7:15pm.
Peace United Churchof Christ, 900 High Street,
Fellowship Hall (parking & entrance on upper level).
Charlie and Helena Dixon 831-426-3689.
Teachers: Juliet Davoren, Sara Gratiot.
BEGINNERS ALWAYS WELCOME.
Santa Rosa
All classes at: MonroeHall, 1400West CollegeAvenue.
MONDAYS:Basic (Beginner&All Levels):7pm.
Experienced: 8:30pm. Sharon Stewart 415-257-6322.
Teachers: Gary Thomas, Ron Wallace.
SATURDAYS: ChallengeClass (withpermission):
2x/month. Contact Gary Thomas 707-235-5423.
Santa RosaYouth& Family Classes
MONDAYS: (Ages 6 & up): Basic SCD: 4:30pm;
Herman Sons Hall, 860 Western Avenue, Petaluma.
FRIDAYS: (Ages 6 & up):BasicSCD: 10:30am;
Experienced SCD: 11:15am; Monroe Hall,
1400West CollegeAvenue.Ron Wallace707-318-5660.
SouthBay Youth Class (in LosAltos)
MONDAYS: (Ages 7&up): 3:45pm; Immanuel Lutheran
Church,1715 Grant Rd. Liat Roth 408-550-4472.
Teacher: Juliet Davoren juliet@davoren.net
H�ps:/rscds-sf.org/classes/Webs/SouthBay
SF BRANCH PERFORMANCE TEAMS
Dunsmuir Sco�sh Dancers
TUESDAYS: San Pablo: Advanced (withDirector’spermission):
7:30pm. Cindy Sobrero 925-963-8308 or Mary Prout
510-525-8304. Ron Wallace, director, 707-318-5660.
NewWorld Sco�shDancers
THURSDAYS: Pleasant Hill: Intermediate/Advanced
7:30pm; Lori Farrell Howard, director, 925-934-1928
newworldscottishdancers.orgorFB@newworldscottishdancers
RedThistleDancers
THURSDAYS: Palo Alto:Highlanddancing:7:30pm;
Choreographed countrydancing:8:15pm.Call: GeoffreyWood,
408-915-8754. Fred DeMarse, director, 510-217-8786.
SACRAMENTO BRANCH CLASSES
Sacramento
FRIDAYS:Beginners/Experienced:7:00pm.
YLI Clubhouse, 1400 27th Street.MarthaMcCorkell,
916-362-8813.Teachers:Lynne Bertolino, Jeff Corrigan,
Patsy Corrigan,Peggy Hamilton,Sandra Kesler.
BEGINNERS WELCOME ANYTIME.
Placerville Youth Classes (inDiamondSprings)
TUESDAYS(Ages 9 & up): 2:30pm–4:15pm. Jammin’Dance
and FitnessStudio,6090EnterpriseDrive,DiamondSprings.
Teachers: PatsyCorrigan, Jeff Corrigan,530-303-3619.
BEGINNERSWELCOMEANYTIME.

SACRAMENTO PERFORMANCE TEAM
Glen Mohr Dancers
Peggy Hamilton, director, 209-610-1302.
OTHER COUNTRY DANCE CLASSES
BEGINNERSWELCOMEANYTIME.
Grass Valley
MONDAYS: Beginners / Experienced: 6:30pm;
Grass Valley Charter School, 225 South Auburn St.
Jean Hoy 530-265-9714. Ed Johnston, teacher,
530-672-6860. BEGINNERSWELCOMEANYTIME.
Palo Cedro (Shasta Sco�shCountry Dancers)
THURSDAYS: Beginners / Experienced: 6:30pm;
Millville Grange Hall, Old FortyFour Drive, Palo Cedro.
Jacquie Whilingham 530-244-4183.
BEGINNERSWELCOME ANYTIME.
Reno, Nevada (Silver State Dancers)
THURSDAYS: Beginners/Intermediate/Advanced: 7:30pm.
Nevada Dance Academy, 1790 W. 4th Street.
Teachers: Crystal Goodwin 775-240-2945,
Debby Dahlstrom. Call to confirmclass ismeeting!
BEGINNERS&EXPERIENCEDDANCERSWELCOME.
STEP DANCING CLASSES
Livermore
2nd SUNDAYS: Cape Breton Step: 1:00–4:00pm.
Teachers: Gail Erwin, Bob Schuldheisz.
For more information: bobschul@so.com.net
Galt (south of Sacramento)
4th SUNDAYS: Cape Breton Step: 1:00–4:00pm.
Teachers: Gail Erwin, Bob Schuldheisz.
For more information: bobschul@so.com.net
Pleasant Hill
THURSDAYS:NewWorld Sco�shDancersStepClass:
Basic: 6pm; Intermediate:6:45pm;
Performing Academy, 1948 OakPark Blvd. Pleasant Hill
Contact teacher Lori Farrell Howard: 925-934-1928.
San Pablo
WEDNESDAYS:PabloSportsmen’s Club, 5220Glen Ave.
BasicHighland: 5:45pm
BasicCapeBreton/HardShoe: 6:30pm BasicStep:7:15pm
Experienced Step: (withpermission): 8:00pm
Experienced CapeBreton (withpermission): 8:45pm;
Ron Wallace, teacher, 707-318-5660.
Santa Rosa
All classesat 549Ava Ave,Rohnert Park.
THURSDAYS:Highland/Stepduet class:2:45pm,
Basic Highland:3:30pm, IntermediateHighland:4:15pm
AdvancedHighland:5:15pm,BasicHard Shoe6:15pm
Experienced HardShoe7:00pm,Experienced Step7:45pm;
Ron Wallace 707-318-5660.
FRIDAYS:HighlandDance for boys:2:00pm
Basic Highland:3:00pm; Ron Wallace 707-318-5660.

Sco�sh Step and/or Cape Breton Step classes also
held in Sacramento—Peggy Hamilton 209-956-6676
or Monterey—Sara Gratiot 831-384-4783

• Send changes ANYTIME •
Changes due for next Class List:

September 1, 2021
Send data to: bshrscds@gmail.com

Compiled by Bradley Hobbs Revised 1 August, 2021

BEGINNERSWELCOMEANYTIME.



VOLUNTEERS
Cheers to all our volunteers, those listed below, other committee members, our class managers, and other helpers.
Your commitment, effort, and time given to Scottish Country Dancing in the Bay Area is invaluable! Thank you.

☛= New volunteers needed! Please consider supporting your Branch in one of these positions.

RSCDS-SF BRANCH COMMITTEEMEMBERS 2021–2022
Don MacQueen, CHAIR, T�������’ COMMITTEE L������: macq@scdnc.org,
925-447-1833 (21-23)

TomWard, VICE CHAIR: tomtomward@comcast.net,
510-772-9725 (21-23)

Sylvain Pelletier, TREASURER: sylvain_p_p@hotmail.com,
415-647-7342 (20-22)

Jamie Tanner, CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: jptanner3@hotmail.com,
510-205-9313 (21-23)

Jane Maxwell, RECORDING SECRETARY: jmax@well.com,
510-548-2286 (21-23)

Sharon Stewart, C���� M�������’ C�������� C����������:
sharonstewart@alum.mit.edu, (20-22)

Paul Benne�: oaklandpaul503@gmail.com, 510-652-1835 (20-22)
Richard Calosso: richard@calosso.us, 925-275-9394 (21-23)
Salina Welsh: salinawelsh@gmail.com, 650-219-6020 (20-22)

OTHER RSCDS-SF BRANCHVOLUNTEERS YOUMAYWANT TOCONTACT:
REGISTRAR / DIRECTORY / CHANGEOFADDRESS: Gary Thomas,
registrar@rscds-sf.org, 707-235-5423

INSURANCE COORDINATOR: Meg Lindley, meg_lindley@sbcglobal.net,
925-855-0751

ASSISTANT TO THE TREASURER: Don Grant, donaldmgrant@yahoo.com,
831-477-1538

REEL& STRATHSPEYPER (S.F. BRANCHNEWSLETTER) EDITOR& PRODUCTION:
Dan Moen: dgmoen@gmail.com

WEBSITEMANAGER: Larry Wakeman, info@rscds-sf.org, 925-283-3908
ASSISTANTWEBSITEMANAGER: Carol Hatcher, carol@hatcherfamily.net

BRANCH FACEBOOK PAGE: h�ps://www.facebook.com/rscdssf
LOCAL EVENTS CALENDAR FORR&S: Witsie McKelvy,
witken@astound.net, 925-676-3637 (send items anytime)

EVENTS ELSEWHERECALENDAR: Annie Jacobsen: akjacobs@pacbell.net,
925-548-5524 (send items anytime)

CLASSES LIST& VOLUNTEERS LIST: Bradley Hobbs,
bshrscds@gmail.com, 831-673-7412.

BEGINNERS’ CLASSESFLYER (APRIL/MAY): Bradley Hobbs
ARCHIVES: Eugene Bissell: 925-837-9483
☛ BRANCHOUTREACH/PUBLICITY: Margaret Ward and
Class Managers, Event Chairs, Volunteers. (More help needed!)

CLASSMANAGERS COMMITTEE COORDINATOR: Sharon Stewart,
415-257-6322, sharonstewart@alum.mit.edu

YOUTH CLASSES COORDINATORS: Juliet Davoren, 408-733-9035,
Dwayne McQuilliams, 510-374-6124

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: Gary Thomas (Branch registrar),
Don MacQueen: macq@scdnc.org, 925-447-1833.

TEACHERS’ COMMITTEE CHAIR: Armin Busse, 408-586-8478,
arminbusse+rscdssf@gmail.com (TEACHER INFORMATION PACKET)

TEACHER TRAINING INFO: Alan Twhigg, keltek1@a�.net, 650-962-1939
SCHOLARSHIPS COMMITTEE: Paula Jacobson, pj1314@a�.net,
831-688-8295; Linda Henderson, linda2907@sbcglobal.net

NOMINATING COMMITTEE CONTACT: Branch Commi�ee members
SOUND: For Monthly Parties: DonMacQueen, macq@scdnc.org,
925-447-1833, TomWard. For other events: Paula Jacobson,
pj1314@a�.net, 408-464-3514, TomWard, Don MacQueen.

BOOKSTOREMANAGER: Jane Muirhead, 510-782-0519,
janecmuirhead51@gmail.com (Local items only).

Send changes ANYTIME to: bshrscds@gmail.com
CHANGES ARE DUE BY 1 September 2021

MONTHLY PARTY PROGRAMMING CONTINUITY: Bruce Herbold:
Bherbold@gmail.com, 510-858-7588
(Send party dance suggestions)

MONTHLY PARTYVENUES& HOSTINGASSIGNMENTS: Mark Burt:
m5burt@yahoo.com, 510-760-7595

MONTHLY PARTY SUPPLIES: Jewel Murphy: 925-360-7685,
jewelbmurphy@yahoo.com, & Lyle Ramshaw, 650-493-3620
lyle.ramshaw@gmail.com,

MONTHLY PARTYMUSIC COORDINATOR: Andy Imbrie,
mail@andysherryl.net, 408-246-9495

ASILOMAR FALLWORKSHOP (OCT 29-31, 2021):
CHAIR: Sheena MacQueen maqs@comcast.com, 925-447-1833;
FRIDAYNIGHTDANCE: Bruce Herbold, 510-858-7588;
BALL CHAIR: Julie Wyrick, jrwyrick@gmail.com 925-876-4802;
REGISTRAR: Julee Montes, juleem@comcast.net, 650-722-0473;
MARKETING: Sheena MacQueen; SOCIALMEDIA: Jeff Lanam

THE VALENTINE’S BALL(SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2022?):
CHAIR: Andy Peterson peianzhu@gmail.com 510-227-7437
REGISTRAR: Amelie Nicolay anicolay@berkeley.edu, 240-273-8615

JEAN PATRICKMEMORIAL DANCE (PLEASANTON) (SATURDAY, SEPT. 4, 2021?)
CO-CHAIRS: Don MacQueen macq@scdnc.org,

Margaret Ward 925-449-5932
GAMES COORDINATING COMMITTEE: RSCDS-SF BRANCH: Witsie McKelvy
925-676-3637, Margaret Mitchell, TomWard,Margaret Ward,
Sara Gratiot, Sandee Schultz; CALEDONIAN CLUB: Don MacQueen;
SF SCOTTISH FIDDLERS: Ted Joseph; HARPERS: TBA.

DANCE STAGES: Margaret Mitchell, mmitchell@msn.com, 805-226-0927.
☛ Stage Set-up & Take-down Volunteers needed!

GAMES SCD PROMOTION: (Banners, Signs, Table Supplies, Flyers, Ads):
Margaret Ward: 925-449-5932.

SCOTTISHHIGHLANDGAMES (PLEASANTON) (SEPTEMBER4-5, 2021) CALEDONIAN
CLUB CELTICHERITAGEAREA CHAIR: DonMacQueen,www.caledonian.org

RSCDS-SF GAMES COMMITTEE: WitsieMcKelvy
OTHERGAMES (in Northern California):
ARDENWOOD (FREMONT) (APRIL): h�p://tartanday.eastbayscots.org/
WOODLAND (YOLO COUNTY) (APRIL): h�ps://woodlandcelticgames.org/;
RENO (MAY): www.renoceltic.org; Crystal Goodwin (SCD)
SANTA CRUZ (JUNE): h�p://www.santacruzscot�shfestival.org/
MONTEREY (J���): www.montereyscotgames.com;SaraGratiot (SCD)
DIXON (SEPTEMBER): www.scotsindixon.org;

• Compiled by Bradley Hobbs.• Revised 1 July, 2021 •

If you have concerns about the S.F. Branch, contact one of the
Branch Commi�ee (Board of Directors) members.

All Branch members are invited to a�end Branch Commi�ee
(BC) meetings. Meetings are usually held in the a�ernoon

(or morning) before Monthly Par�es.



Next Deadline September 1!

The Reel & Strathspeyper is a bi-monthly publication of the San Francisco Branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society, a
nonprofit educational organization. Access to online editions is a benefit of Branch membership. Printed copies are available by sub‐
scription. For change of email or mailing address, please contact Gary Thomas 707.235.5423, registrar@rscds-sf.org.

The editor reserves the right to reject, alter or edit any material submitted for publication for reasons of taste, space, style, or clarity.
All materials for publication should be sent by e-mail prior to the deadline (the 1st Saturday of even-numbered months). Exceptions
may be made for last-minute notices, or on a space-available basis, when the editor is notified prior to the deadline. Articles should be
submitted in plain text or word processing format, fliers and photos may be sent as pdf or other standard image format and must be of
high resolution.

Editors of other newsletters may use or adapt any materials in the Reel & Strathspeyper unless a specific copyright notice is included.
Please credit author and original source.

Editor .................................................................... Dan Moen
Design ....................................... Mary Margaret McMurtry
Production, Layout, Typesetting ........................ Dan Moen
Printing and Distribution ................................... Shari Salis

All articles should be in plain text or a word processing
format and sent by e-mail. Photos may be sent as jpg, bmp,
gif or pdf. Please send all contributions to:

Dan Moen

E-mail: randsnewsletter@rscds-sf.org


	Best Set Stuck in the House*
	32-bar jig for three couples in a four-couple longwise set

