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View from the Chair 

by Tom Ward  

Please join me in welcoming the new members of the Branch 

Committee: Don MacQueen, Sylvain Pelletier, and Bob 

Branstrom. They join Donna Weidenfeller, Bradley Hobbes, Don 

Grant, Amy Van Doren, and Sharon Stewart. At their first meet-

ing on June 4, the new Branch Committee elected the following 

slate of officers for the Branch: 

Chair: Don MacQueen 
Vice Chair: Bradley Hobbes 
Treasurer: Sylvain Pelletier 
Corresponding Secretary: Donna Weidenfeller 
Recording Secretary: Sharon Stewart 

Don MacQueen has served on the Branch Committee before and 

brings extensive experience in managing Branch affairs to his 

role as Chair. Iôve handed off to him ALL of the electronic files 

and document tools weôve generated over the last four years, so 

he will hit the ground running. Bradley Hobbes will give Don 

excellent support as Vice Chair ï he has maintained a detailed 

record of Branch administrative history, and saved us from re-

inventing the wheel on a number of occasions. Sylvain Pelletier 

has bravely stepped forward to take on the challenge of filling 
Louise Brewerôs shoes as Treasurer. The job of Treasurer is prob-

ably the most time-consuming of our Branch offices. Sylvain will 

be ably supported by Don Grant, who will act as Assistant Treas-

urer with a special emphasis on tax issues. Sharon Stewart has 

learned the Recording Secretary role very well over the last year, 

keeping our Minutes in tip-top shape. Donna Weidenfellerôs con-

tinuation in the role of Corresponding Secretary sustains our 

strong connections with Scotland and with other Branches. 

I have greatly enjoyed the last four years in service to the Branch.  

The Branch Committee largely serves an administrative role, 

overseeing distribution of funds and providing management sup-
port to the various Event Chairs. As Chair, Iôve tried, and suc-

ceeded, in streamlining our administrative work, making BC 

meetings briefer and more focused. We also have undertaken 

some innovative steps while Iôve been on the Branch Committee, 

including purchasing the AED, offering CPR training, introduc-

ing pre-Party walk-throughs, surveying the Membership on Event 

pricing, upgrading the sound equipment, and restructuring the 

Membership categories. Perhaps our most challenging effort over 

the last three years has been to keep the finances of the Branch 

intact as we pass through the recession. As I leave the Branch, we 

are sustainable and having more fun than ever! 

Please join me in welcoming and supporting the new Branch 
Committee. I am confident that they will provide the stability and 

creativity we need to keep the Branch a dynamic, supportive enti-

ty for Scottish Dancing in the Bay Area! 

See you on the dance floor!  

Beginners' Ball, June 18th, 2011 

by Sharon Stewart  

This year's Beginners' Ball is nearly here! 

Please come celebrate the new dancers of 2011 on Saturday, 

June 18th, 7:00PM at Hermann Sons Hall, Petaluma, CA. 

The Santa Rosa Class welcomes you to enjoy an evening of 

music by Wild Rose. We'll begin the festivities with a Grand 

March, followed by a special program of dances designed to be 

beginner friendly and fun for everyone. Midway through the 

evening we will honor the new dancers with a champagne (or 

sparkling juice) toast. We'll end the evening with a buffet. 

Please come, meet old friends and new, and please encourage 

the beginning dancers in your classes to come, too. 

The Beginners' Ball is a wonderful tradition and rite of passage 

for new dancers, and is many folks' favorite dance of the year! 

Petaluma is 35 miles north of the Golden Gate Bridge, in beau-

tiful Sonoma County. You may wish to come early and explore 

the town or the adjacent wine country, or make a weekend of it. 

Flyers with the Ball program, directions and registration form 

are available at classes and on the branch website. 

Tickets are $25, $10 for youth 16 and younger, and $8 for 

spectators (includes champagne toast and buffet after the 

dance).  

For more information, please contact Sharon Stewart by phone 

at 

415-257-6322 or email sharon.stewart@comcast.net. 

Thank you! We look forward to seeing you there! 

Breaking News from Truckee! 
 

Mairi Hand will be unable to attend the workshop. David 

and Avril Quarrie will replace her as teachers.  

mailto:sharon.stewart@comcast.net




R E E L  &  S T R A T H S P E Y P E R  Å  R S C D S  Å  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  B R A N C H 

 3 

dancers.   Entertainment by Red Thistle 
Dancers.  Proceeds support Asilomar 2011 

weekend.  Tickets $35 per person for wine and cheese; 

$25 for non-alcoholic drink and cheese.  Info: Fred 

DeMarse:  fred1314@sbcglobal.net or Julee 
Montes:  julm-hcs@pacbell.net  

23, Sa: 2:00pm. Note early start time!  SUMMER BY 

THE SEA DANCE, An afternoon of dancing. First 
Congregational Church, 900 High St., Santa Cruz, 

CA. Live music by John Taylor, Janet Kurnick, and 

Lyle Ramshaw. $15. Info: Susan Elgin, 831-335-7288 
or elgin@cruzio.com 

AUGUST 2011 

3, 10 ,17, 24, 31, Th: 8:15-10:15pm RED THISTLE 

DANCERS OPEN STUDIO every Thursday night in 
August,. Cubberley Dance Studio, 4000 Middlefield 

Rd, Palo Alto. See flyer this issue of R & S for details.  

SEPTEMBER 2011 
3, 7:30pm JEAN PATRICK MEMORIAL DANCE - 

Pleasanton Veterans Hall, 301 Main St., Pleasanton. 

Tickets: $18 online or postmarked by August 25, $23 
at the door; under 18/student $10 in advance, $12 at 

door; spectators free. Info: http://www.rscds-sf.org/

events/#JPMD or contact Michael Gregg: (925) 215-

1227 gregg128@comcast.net.  
8, Thu: 8:00pm. FREE INTRODUCTORY PARTY for 

Adults and Youth, hosted by the San Francisco Class. 

The Polish Club SF, 3040 22nd St. at Shotwell in San 
Francisco. Info: Linnea Johnson, 

sfscottishdancers@gmail.com or 415-841-9456 

15, Thu: 8:00pm. NEW SAN FRANCISCO BEGINNER 

CLASS SERIES. The Polish Club SF, 3040 22nd St. 
at Shotwell in San Francisco. Info: Linnea Johnson, 

sfscottishdancers@gmail.com or 415-841-9456 

22, Thur: 6:45-7:30pm . NEW SAN FRANCISCO 
YOUTH CLASS, for kids 7.5 years and up. Pre-

registration recomended. The Polish Club SF, 3040 

22nd St. at Shotwell in San Francisco. Info: Susie 
Langdon Kass, susielangdonkass@gmail.com or 415-

333-9372 

(Continued on page 7) 

RSCDS-SF CALENDAR OF EVENTS Å 2011 
Revised 6/7/10 Å Compiled by Amy Van Doren amy_van_doren@hotmail.co Ƴ 

JUNE 2011 
8, We: 7:00pm DANCING IN RINCONADA PARK with 

the Mountain View class.  No charge; youth and new 

dancers welcome.  More info: Michelle Cale at 

mscale86@gmail.com  
13, Mo: 7:30pm SAN JOSE CLASS PARTY with live 

music. American Legion Hall #318, 1504 Minnesota 

Ave. San Jose. Info: elovell2001@yahoo.com 
18, Sa: 7:00pm BEGINNERS' BALL Honoring the 

New Dancers of 2011, at Hermann Sons Hall, 860 

Western Ave, Petaluma. Info: 
sharon.stewart@comcast.net  or 415-257-6322 

Flyer: http://bit.ly/gE7Upc 

19, Su: 2ï4:00pm, GENDER-FREE SCOTTISH 

COUNTRY DANCE intro class at the The Polish Club 
SF, 3040 22nd St. at Shotwell in San Francisco. Info: 

Bex Clark bexclark@gmail.com. 

20, Mo: 7:30pm, SAN JOSE CLASS THROUGHOUT 
THE SUMMER with dancers invited to bring and teach 

dances. American Legion Hall #318, 1504 Minnesota 

Ave. San Jose. Info: elovell2001@yahoo.com 
23, Th: 7:45pm. SUMMER SOLSTICE PARTY, hosted 

by the San Francisco Class. Music by Patti Cobb, 

David Strong, Katherine Carvajal, and Donald 

Robertson.  The Polish Club SF, 3040 22nd St. at 
Shotwell in San Francisco. Info: Linnea Johnson, 

sfscottishdancers@gmail.com or 415-841-9456 

30, Th: 8-10:00pm BEGINNING GENDER-FREE 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE EVERY 

THURSDAY throughout the summer with an 

intermediate class in an adjoining room for dances at 

the end of class. The Polish Club SF, 3040 22nd St. at 
Shotwell in San Francisco. Info: Bex Clark 

bexclark@gmail.com. 

JULY 2011 
6, 13, 20, 27, Th: 8:15-10:15pm RED THISTLE 

DANCERS OPEN STUDIO every Thursday night in 

July,. Cubberley Dance Studio, 4000 Middlefield Rd, 
Palo Alto. See flyer this issue of R & S for details.  

16, Sa: 3:00 ï 7:00pm WINE AND CHEESE 

FUNDRAISING PARTY at the Winston Village Club 

House; 819 İ Peary Lane; Foster City, CA  94404. 
Come one, come all!  For dancers and non-

mailto:fred1314@sbcglobal.net
mailto:julm-hcs@pacbell.net
mailto:elgin@cruzio.com
http://www.rscds-sf.org/events/#JPMD
http://www.rscds-sf.org/events/#JPMD
mailto:gregg128@comcast.net
mailto:sfscottishdancers@gmail.com
mailto:sfscottishdancers@gmail.com
mailto:susielangdonkass@gmail.com
mailto:mscale86@gmail.com
mailto:elovell2001@yahoo.com
mailto:sharon.stewart@comcast.net
http://bit.ly/gE7Upc
mailto:bexclark@gmail.com
mailto:elovell2001@yahoo.com
mailto:bexclark@gmail.com
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RSCDS EVENTS ELSEWHERE Å 2011 - 2012 
Revised 5/25/11 Å Compiled by Mimi Mueller  mmuellersf@comcast.net   

Limited information only. For more information on these and other events,  

try the Inter-City Scot: www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php and individual contacts noted.  

JUNE 2011 
10-13  Fri-Mon.  Prague (Czech Republic) RSCDS 
International Branch Workshop. . Sponsored by 
RSCDS International Branch. Begins with dinner on 

Friday and ends with lunch on Monday. Teachers: Eric 

Finley, Craig Houston, Margaret Lambourne. Music: 
Akiko Kasama, Andrew Knight, Andrew Lyon, Keith 
Smith. Special guests: Ron Wallace and Gary 
Thomas.  Registration by Feb. 28, 2011; after that 
inquire if space available. Deposit of $300 at 
registration. Contact Susi Mayr 
ibworkshop.prague@gmail.com. [www.rscds-IB.org] 
The workshop is being organised in conjunction with 
Dvorana (www.dvorana.cz) and the Caledonian Club in 
Prague (www.CaledonianClub.eu), and will be followed 
by a week of dancing and sightseeing in Prague and 
the Czech Republic with Ron Wallace and Gary 
Thomas (details from Dvorana).  

11  Sat. Columbus (OH) Columbus (Ohio) Workshop & 
Ball at First Unitarian Universalist Church. Sponsored 
by Heather 'N' Thistle, Columbus RSCDS (class of 
RSCDS Cincinnati Branch).Workshops 10am-3pm, 
Ball 7:30-11pm. Teacher: Bruce Hamilton. Music: 
James Stevenson (piano), Mara Shea (fiddle). 
Workshops: casual daytime attire, Ball: formal evening 
attire. Box lunch, evening dessert buffet. US$75. $5 
discount to current members of RSCDS. Contact Laura 
Russell 614-906-1704 LRussell942@gmail.com or Jim 
& Donna Ferguson 740-439-3974 
JFergie@roadrunner.com. 

11-13  Sat-Mon  Beloit (WI) Midwest Scottish Weekend 
at Beloit College. Sponsored by Chicago, Madison and 
Milwaukee Scottish Country Dance groups. Fri: 
welcome dance; Sat: workshops (day) & ball (evening); 
Sun: workshops (morning). Teacher:Terry Harvey; 
special class: Sue McKinnell. Music: Barbara McOwen 
(fiddle), Terry Traub (piano). Formal ball; skirts/kilts 
suggested for classes. All meals on Saturday, breakfast 
on Sunday. Beloit College campus is ~90 miles 
northwest of Chicago. Contact Diana Hankes 262-679-
8522 MidwestScottishWeekend@gmail.com or Mady 
Newfield 630-584-0825 
MidwestScottishWeekend@gmail.com. 
[sites.google.com/site/midwestscottishweekend] 

24-25  Fri-Sat  St Louis (MO) St Louis Highland Mist 
Ball And Workshop. Sponsored by Highland Mist 
Scottish Country Dancers. Fri: Teachers' Workshop led 
by Arthur MacNair. Sat: workshop 9am-2:30pm, 2:30-

3:30pm ball walkthru, lunch included. Ball 8pm-midnight. 
Teacher: Arthur MacNair (Pittsburgh, PA). Recorded 
music. Fancy (your definition) attire. Teachers' 
Workshop $10, workshop $40 ($30 before June 15), 
Ball$20, observer $10. Student discount available. 
Contact Connie Bellinghausen 636-978-2181 
danceWithClass@hotmail.com. 
[www.HighlandMistDancers.org/HM1ball.html] 

25-26  Sat-Sun, Truckee (NV) Workshop and Dance at 
Truckee-Donner Recreation Center, 10046 Church St. 
Sponsored by Silver State Scottish Country Dancers. 
Sat: Workshop 1-4pm, dinner 6pm, dance 7:30pm; Sun: 
hike. Teacher: Mairi Hand. Music: Thistle Glen. Informal 
& party attire. Buffet dinner. US$35. Contact David 
Wilson 775-825-6867 allenortep@gmail.com or Patti 
Bakker 775-747-5054 patricia.bakker@sbcglobal.net. 
[www.rscds-sf.org/events/pdf/Flyer2011%20031511.pdf] 

JULY 2011 
22-24   Fri-Sun,  Sherbrooke (QC) T.A.C. Basic Teaching 
Skills Weekend at Bishop's University. Sponsored by 
Teachers Association (Canada). Fri: dance 8-10pm, Sat: 
Classes 9am-4pm, banquet & ball pm, Sun: classes 
9am-4pm. Teacher: Geoffrey Selling. All meals Fri 
dinner to Sun lunch. Cdn$330. If you are already 
teaching a class, but do not have an RSCDS teaching 
certificate, live in an area where there are no other SCD 
teachers, or are interested in teaching but are not ready 
to take the leap to start the exam process, then come to 
the Basic Teaching Skills Weekend! Contact Jody 
Williams 613-592-2099 jWilliams@storm.ca. [www.tac-
rscds.org] 

24-31  Sat-Sat   Sherbrooke (QC) T.A.C. Summer School 
at Bishop's University. Sponsored by Teachers' 
Association (Canada). Classes every day 9-noon, 
optional afternoon classes, evening dances 8-10pm. 
Teachers: Eric Finley, Bill Zobel, Fred DeMarse, Mervyn 
Short, Patricia Houghton. Music: Muriel Johnstone, Keith 
Smith, James Gray, Elke Baker, Bobby Brown, Laird 
Brown. All meals from dinner Sun July 24 to lunch Sun 
Jul 31. Welcome to all levels of dancers! The school will 
offer 6 days of classes including optional afternoon 
classes in personal critique, Highland, Step, and more. 
Spend an afternoon touring in Quebec, visiting a local 
winery or sightseeing in Sherbrooke. Evenings include 4 
socials, a ceilidh, a concert, final banquet and ball and 
after parties. NEW this year - YOUTH CLASS!! For 
youth from 14-30, come and experience some fabulous 
teaching and dancing together. Contact Jody Williams 
613-592-2099 jWilliams@storm.ca. [www.tac-rscds.org] 

http://www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php
mailto:ibworkshop.prague@gmail.com
http://www.rscds-ib.org/
http://www.dvorana.cz/
http://www.caledonianclub.eu/
mailto:LRussell942@gmail.com
mailto:JFergie@roadrunner.com
mailto:MidwestScottishWeekend@gmail.com
mailto:MidwestScottishWeekend@gmail.com
http://sites.google.com/site/midwestscottishweekend/
mailto:danceWithClass@hotmail.com
http://www.highlandmistdancers.org/HM1ball.html
mailto:jWilliams@storm.ca
http://www.tac-rscds.org/
http://www.tac-rscds.org/
mailto:jWilliams@storm.ca
http://www.tac-rscds.org/
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SEPTEMBER 2011 
9-11 Fri-Sun Fort Worden Weekend Workshop, Fort 
Worden State Park & Conference Center. Port 
Townsend (WA). Sponsored by Seattle Branch 
RSCDS. Fri: Welcome Dance 8-11pm; Sat: classes 
9am-noon, 1-2:30pm, ball 8-11:30pm. Teachers: Irene 
Paterson, Lin Pettengill, Terry Harvey, Jim Rae. 
Music: Calum MacKinnon, Ryan McKasson, Lisa Scott, 
Ginny Snowe, Brian Crisafulli. Contact Elizabeth Miller 
206-782-8345 fw@rscds-seattle.org or Kathi Ploeger 
fwreg@rscds-seattle.org. [www.rscds-seattle.org] 

16-18   Fri-Sun     High View (WV) Scottish Weekend at 
Timber Ridge Camp. Sponsored by Scottish Weekend, 
Inc. Fri: Welcome Dance; Sat: Classes and Highland 
Ball; Sun: classes. Teachers: Janet Walker 
(Pittsburgh), Johan MacLean (Glasgow, Scotland), Tim 
Wilson (San Francisco). Music: Scottish Weekend 
Band with Paul Anderson (fiddle). Casual attire for 
classes and Welcome Dance; Ball formal attire. Dinner 
Friday through Lunch Sunday. US$225.. Contact Fred 
Eustis (Registrar) 410-922-6369 
fred.eustis@comcast.net or John & Joan MacLeod 
(Chair) 301-622-5945 blackolav@cs.com. 
[www.ScottishWeekend.org] 

September 30-October 2  Fri-Sun  Regina (SK) 31st 
Annual Workshop, Banquet and Ball. Sponsored by 
RSCDS Saskatchewan Branch. Fri: ceilidh (pm); Sat: 
classes am & pm, dinner & dance (evening); Sun: class 
am. Teachers: John & Janyn Bertram. Music: Ken 
Nattrass & Ron Krug. Includes Saturday lunch & 
dinner. Contact Registrar 
workshop@rscdsSaskatchewan.org. 
[www.rscdsSaskatchewan.org] 

OCTOBER 2011 
14-16  Fri-Sun  Calgary (AB) St Giles Scottish Country 
Dance Group Sponsored by St Giles Scottish Country 
Dance Group. Fri: ceilidh 7:30pm; Sat: classes 9am-
12:15pm & 1:15-3:00pm, Ball 6pm-midnight; Sun: 
10am-noon. Teachers: Bob Anderson, Ruth Jappy, 
John Bertram. Music: Mercat Cross Band. Semi-formal/
formal attire. Refreshments provided. Cdn$105. New 
Venue everything in one location. Workshop rooms 
$99.00+tax with continental breakfast included. 
Complimentary Shuttle available from the airport to 
hotel. Contact Donna Gillespie 403-245-6285 

donnaGil@telus.net or Janyn Bertram 403-585-3842 
Janyn_Bertram@hotmail.com. 

NOVEMBER   2011 
4-6   Fri-Sun      Kingston (ON) 45th Annual Weekend 
Workshop and Ball. Sponsored by RSCDS Kingston 
Ontario Branch. Fri: Social; Sat: Classes & Ball; Sun: 
Classes, Brunch. Teachers: Simon Scott (Vancouver, 
BC), Elizabeth McMahon (Lakefield, ON), Moira Korus 
(Toronto, ON). Music: The Scottish Accent. Ball-Formal 
attire. Finger foods, Dinner. Contact Bob Taylor 613-
342-2421 kingWeb@ripnet.com. 

5-6   Sat-Sun     Highland Falls (NY) Jeannie 
Carmichael Ball Weekend at Thayer Hotel, US 
Military Academy, West Point. Sponsored by New York 
metropolitan area Scottish country dance groups. Sat: 
dinner 6:.30pm, Ball 8pm, party afterwards; Sun: 
Brunch 9:30-11am, Brunch Dance 11am-2pm. Music: 
Parcel of Rogues (Susie Petrov, Calum Pasqua & Dan 
Houghton). Dinner & Ball $75, Brunch & dance $50; 
Both $95. Hotel booking not included. Formal attire for 
the ball, casual for the brunch dance. Contact Wendy 
Pally 646-263-0999 WendyLPally@verizon.net or Chris 
Ronald 201-941-5821 cjr878@gmail.com. 
[www.rscdsNewYork.org] 

DECEMBER  2011 - JANUARY 2012 
28 Dec - 5 Jan  Summer School Wairarapa, New 
Zealand. More information here later. Contact Elaine 
Laidlaw, phone +64 6 377 0322, email: 
elaine.laidlaw@rscdsnzb.org.nz [http://
sswairarapa.rscdsnzb.org.nz] 

MAY 2012 
4-6   Fri-Sun  Seattle (WA) Youth Weekend West. Fri: 
ceilidh/evening; Sat: classes/day, ball/evening; Sun: 
classes/day. For youth ages 12-30ish. Three levels of 
classes, beginning, intermediate. Contact Sarah 
Paliulis ywwSeattle@googlegroups.com. 

JUNE   2012 
15-17  Fri-Sun,    Salt Spring Island (BC) Simply 
Scottish on Salt Spring II, Ganges. Fri: Welcome 
Dance; Sat: Workshops am, Ball eve; Sun: Dancing 
am. Teachers: Elaine Brunken, Mary Murray, Geoffrey 
Selling. Music: John Taylor, David Mostardi, Mary 
Ross. Contact Catherine Bennett 
cdBennett53@gmail.com. 
[www.SaltSpringScottishDancers.org] 

 

mailto:fw@rscds-seattle.org
mailto:fwreg@rscds-seattle.org
http://www.rscds-seattle.org/
mailto:fred.eustis@comcast.net
mailto:blackolav@cs.com
http://www.scottishweekend.org/
mailto:workshop@rscdsSaskatchewan.org
http://www.rscdssaskatchewan.org/
mailto:donnagil@telus.net
mailto:Janyn_Bertram@hotmail.com
mailto:kingweb@ripnet.com
mailto:WendyLPally@verizon.net
mailto:cjr878@gmail.com
http://www.rscdsnewyork.org/
mailto:ywwSeattle@googlegroups.com
mailto:cdBennett53@gmail.com
http://www.saltspringscottishdancers.org/
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In Memory of Anne MacIver 

Anne MacIver passed away Thursday, April 28, 2011 following 

an unexpected illness and hospitalization. Both of Anne's sisters 

were by her side.  

During her 4-week stay in ICU, Anne captured the hearts of hos-

pital staff with her well-known caring, but feisty personality--

sending her doctor home for some proper sleep, nicknaming one 

of the palliative care staff members 'Dr. Depressing', and teach-

ing the nursing staff how to make a proper cup of tea. 

During her life her passion for learning and teaching extended to 

many disciplines: from dancing, art, and needlework to language 
and web marketing. Many RSCDS members are probably not 

aware that Anne was a talented sculptor in university and 

learned the art of stained glassmaking from her father. More 

recently, Anne was a dedicated instructor for both Project Read 

in San Mateo and the Lace Museum in Sunnyvale as well as an 

active member of the Embroiderer's Guild. 

 

Kim McGarrity Memorial Ball Chair Needed 

By Art Tarsa  

Because the current co-chairs of the Kim McGarrity Memorial 

Ball will be unable to serve after the 2011 Asilomar Weekend, 

the San Francisco Branch is seeking an energetic individual or 

couple to serve as the ball chair for future workshops. The ball 

chair is a member of the Asilomar weekend committee. Ball 

chair duties include: 

1. Work with the Asilomar workshop committee chair to 
develop the ball budget. 

2. Engage musicians and negotiate fees for band and piper 
for the grand march at start of the ball. 

3. Handle communication between the band and grand mar-
shal, musicians and the Asilomar committee. 

4. Serve as an advisory member to the Asilomar ball program 
committee. 

5. Select and invite the ball MCs and the grand marshal. 

6. Oversee the setup for the ball. 

7. Oversee the running of the ball 

8. Oversee cleanup of Merrill Hall on Sunday following the 
combined class. 

9. Ensure that those persons essential to the production of the 
ball submit their registration forms to the registrar in a 

timely fashion. 

10. Coordinate the ball previews by obtaining the halls and 
selecting the teachers in consultation with the teacher liai-

son and Asilomar workshop committee chair. 

11. Communicate ball sound requirements, including timeline, 
to the Merrill Hall sound engineer. 

12. Arrange for ball evening dance descriptions and diagrams. 

13. Communicate with class managers to deliver class banners 
to the weekend at a specifically arranged time and loca-

tion. 

14. Organize a grand march or another start to the ball. 

15. Arrange with the branch treasurer to have checks written 
for the ball musicians (band and piper) and deliver these 

checks at the conclusion of their performances. 

16. Provide ribbons and safety pins for ball booklets for regis-
tration packages.  Deliver to registrar to put into packets. 

17. Provide or arrange for boutonni¯res and pins for staff 
teachers. 

Submit expense report to Asilomar workshop committee chair 

in timely manner after conclusion of weekend. 

Generally, members of the Asilomar committee serve for a 

minimum of three years. Anyone  serving on the committee can 

participate in the Asilomar workshop at a reduced rate. While 

the ball chair position can easily be handled by an individual, it 

is a fun activity for a couple. The current co-chairs are willing 

to train their replacements up until the end of the 2011 Asi-

lomar workshop. Afterwards they will be unavailable. 

Anyone interested in serving as the next chair of the Kim 

McGarrity Memorial Ball should contact Art Tarsa at artdiv-

er@att.net or 650 365-5574. 

Notes from the Corresponding Secretary  

by Donna Weidenfeller  

Heads up! If anyone is interested in representing our branch as a 

delegate to the AGM in Scotland this year please let me know. 

We give priority to our members who would like to be a dele-

gate. I'll need to know your intention by September 1. That said, 

the AGM will be November 4-6, 2011; our Asilomar workshop. 

Best spend the money to attend our annual Asilomar weekend!! 

Robert Mackay from Edinburgh can help us find delegates from 

the Edinburgh area. 

For those of you who do not receive the ñScottish Country 

Dancerò magazine I want to let you know that Headquarters has 

initiated an ñEngagement of Overseas Members Working 
Groupò. Their goal is the involve overseas members in the work 

of the Society. It's a one year trial committee; it's focus is to in-

volve interested members on the Constitutional Panel and Dance 

Scottish Working Group. If you are interested and/or want more 

information you can notify Philip Whitley at 

 eosmail@rscds.org. He also asks you send him information/

skills about yourselves that might be relevant to these commit-

tees. It's great to see Headquarters further their mission goal of 

greater communication with the many branches in our world of 

dance! 

"Dance, then, wherever you may be..."  

mailto:artdiver@att.net
mailto:artdiver@att.net
mailto:eosmail@rscds.org
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OCTOBER 2011 

1, Sa: 7:30 pm MONTHLY PARTY, with walkthroughs 

from 6:45-7:15pm, at Alameda Masonic Temple, 2312 

Alameda Ave. in Alameda. Info: 
bob.branstrom@comcast.net or (510) 530-1277  

15; Sa:  1:00-5:00pm ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW at 

St. Markôs Church; 600 Colorado Avenue; Palo Alto, 
CA  94705.  First session of dances taught.  $9 for 

single session; $15 for both sessions.  Teacher:  Paula 

Jacobson.  Info: Art Tarsa:  artdiver@att.net  
22; Sa:  1:00-5:00pm ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW at 

St. Markôs Church; 600 Colorado Avenue; Palo Alto, 

CA  94705.  Second session of dances taught.  $9 for 

single session; $15 for both sessions.  Teacher:  Paula 
Jacobson.  Info: Art Tarsa:  artdiver@att.net  

23; Su:  1:00-5:00pm ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW at 

St. Clementôs Church; 2837 Claremont Blvd.; 
Berkeley, CA  94306.  First session of dances 

taught.  $9 for single session; $15 for both 

sessions.  Teacher:  Bruce Herbold.  Info: Art 
Tarsa:  artdiver@att.net  

29, Sa: 7:30 pm MONTHLY PARTY, with walkthroughs 

from 6:45-7:15pm at Alameda Masonic Temple, 2312 

Alameda Ave in Alameda. Info: 
bob.branstrom@comcast.net or (510) 530-1277  

30; Su:  1:00-5:00 PM ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW at 

St. Clementôs Church; 2837 Claremont Blvd.; 
Berkeley, CA  94306.  Second session of dances 

taught.  $9 for single session; $15 for both 

sessions.  Teacher:  Bruce Herbold.  Info: Art 

Tarsa:  artdiver@att.net  

NOVEMBER 2011 

4-6 Fr-Su: ANNUAL ASILOMAR WEEKEND 

WORKSHOPS AND BALL at Asilomar Conference 
Grounds, Pacific Grove, CA. Info: Julee Montes julm-

hcs@pacbell.net or Fred DeMarse 

fred1314@sbcglobal.net 

DECEMBER 2011,  

3, Sa: 7:30 pm MONTHLY PARTY, with walkthroughs 

from 6:45-7:15pm, Mountain View Masonic Temple, 

890 Church St. Mountain View  
Info: bob.branstrom@comcast.net, 510-530-1277  

22,  Th: 7:45pm. WINTER SOLSTICE PARTY, hosted 

by the San Francisco Class. Live Music. The Polish 
Club SF, 3040 22nd St. at Shotwell in San Francisco. 

Info: Linnea Johnson, sfscottishdancers@gmail.com or 

415-841-9456  

(Continued from page 3) FEBRUARY 2012 
11, 7:30pm THE VALENTINEôS BALL at The Scottish 

Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  Info. 

JanetKitajima: janetkitajima@sbcglobal.net 

Branch Committee News 

by Sharon Stewart, Recording Secretary  

Events 

Jean Patrick Dance: 

The Pleasanton Veterans Hall has been reserved for the annual 

Jean Patrick Memorial Dance, Saturday, September 3rd, 2011. 

Asilomar Wine and Cheese Benefit Event: 

All licenses and permits are in place for the Saturday, July 16th, 

2011, wine and cheese tasting event being held to raise money 

for the Asilomar Scottish Country Dance Workshop. 

Valentine's Ball: 

The 2011 Valentine's Ball was a great success. It made money, 

due to hard work and careful budgeting by Janet Kitajima and 
her committee.   

Janet will be the 2012 Valentine's Ball Chairman. 

Certificates of Merit 

On May 7th at the Monthly Party and AGM, Certificates of 

Merit were awarded to: Louise Brewer, for her years of service 

as Treasurer of the Branch and Member of the the Branch Com-

mittee; to Margaret Mitchell for her excellence as Manager of 

Stage Operations at Highland Games throughout the Bay Area; 

Michael Sukow for his many years of managing the branch par-

ty supplies; John Taylor for his many years as Chair of the Celt-

ic Heritage Area at the Pleasanton Games; and Gary Thomas for 
navigating the complex changes in the branch membership 

structure and for excellence in keeping and maintaining our 

Membership Rolls. 
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