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Branch Committee Meeting Highlights 

by Don MacQueen, Chair, RSCDS -SF Branch Committee  

Perhaps the biggest "issue" right now for the Branch is finding a 

new Valentine's Ball chair for 2013. Janet Kitajima has been do-

ing a great job, but 2012 is her final year. Not to sound dire or 

anything, but the fact is, if we don't have an event chair for 2013, 

we won't have a Valentines Ball in 2013. So please give some 

thought to volunteering. Now is a good time to volunteer, so that 

you can "shadow" Janet at the upcoming event and learn what's 

involved. Gary Thomas, as membership registrar, reports that our 

membership numbers are about the same as last year, so this is 

good. And I have been admiring the layout and nice publication 

quality of the new directory. The next Branch Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) is in May and we're looking at some minor up-

dates to the bylaws, for example to reflect changes in terminology 

from RSCDS Headquarters. Speaking of volunteers, the AGM is 

also when we elect new Branch Committee members, so if you 

might be interested in serving on the BC, let one of us know. 

There will be a formal nominating committee a little later on. We 

have reviewed the list of insured classes and events, and were 

reminded once again how busy and active our Branch is -- some-

thing I think we can all be proud of.  As you have probably heard, 

the Wine and Cheese fundraiser held last summer to support the 

Asilomar Workshop was quite successful; following up on that 
we've decided to institute an on-going "Asilomar Fund" to which 

Branch members can contribute if desired. Our next meeting will 

be the afternoon of Saturday January 7. As always, you're wel-

come to attend, and please let any BC member know if you have 

any questions or anything you would like discussed.  

The RSCDS as a whole held its Annual General Meeting on the 

first weekend of November. As a member branch, we get to vote 

on the issues, and we do so via our representatives in Scotland, 

who vote as we (the Branch Committee) instruct them. Some of 

our own members are sufficiently in touch with the issues and the 

various candidates that we are able to have an informed vote. If 

you'd like to know more, results from that AGM are available on 

the RSCDS Headquarters website, http://www.rscds.org. 

Virginia Bissell, a 
Life member of the RSCDS 

and founding member of the 

San Francisco Branch, died 

October 28th at her home in 

Alamo. She was born on  

November 14th, 1920 in At-
wood, Indiana, the daughter 

of Medora Minchin and Lea 

Valorus Bybee, She moved, 

in her first year, to Berkeley 

where she attended grammer 

school. She graduated from 

Claremont High School in 

Claremont, CA in 1938 

where she was a member of the French Club and Scribblers. 

After graduating from Chaffey Jr College in 1940 and the River-

side Library School in 1941, she work as a librarian in River-

side, Orville and Oakland. She retired from Oakland Public Li-
brary as Assistant to the head of the Branch Department in 1963 

when she married Eugene Bissell. Her interests outside the home 

included Scottish Country Dancing, Folk Dancing and the Ter-

race Tea Room.  

She served the San Francisco Branch as Vice Chairman in 1977, 

on Asilomar Committees in 1970, 1975 and 1984, on Valentine 

Ball Committees in 1977 and 1988, on the Branch Membership 

Committee, as Branch Archivist from 1988 to 2005, and as the 

Lafayette Class  ñTea Ladyò for nearly 40 years. She catered 

lunches for a number of Teachers Workshops and was one of the 

original organizers of the Lafayette Livermore Ladies Lunch for 

the set-up crews at the Pleasanton Games.  

Virginia was a long time member of the Garfield Folk Dance 

Club where she served terms as Treasurer and President and of 

the Walnut Whirlers Folk Dance Club where she also served a 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Monthly Parties 
March Monthly Party 

7:30 p.m., Saturday, March 3, 2012 

Marin Masonic Lodge, 1010 Lootens Place, San Rafael 

Host: Santa Rosa / Dunsmuir 

 

Dance Source Type Level 

Itôs nae Bother Graded 2/ 13 8x32 J 2 B 

Hame Came Our Gudeman 30/2 8x32 S 3 I 

Starry Eyed Lassie+ 23/11 8x32 J 3 I 

The Dundee Whaler Clowes/Ormskirk 4x32 S 4 B/I 

Crowcombe and Stogumber Wallace/Dunsmuir 8x32 H 3 I 

 

Christine M Phillips 46/1 8x32 J 3 I 

Grey Daylight+ Letôs all Dance Too 8x32 S 2 B 

The Black Mountain Reel+ Haynes/Carnforth 3 5x32 R 5 I 

Donald Bane 17/12 8x32 S 3 I 

Rest and Be Thankful MacConachie/Grampian 8x32 R 3 I 
 

Letôs Meet Again+ Harbour City 8x32 R B 

Robertsonôs Rant+ 39/8 80sq S A 

Quarriesô Jig 36/3 8x32 J 3  I/A 

Cuillins of Skye 4 for 78/2 8x32 S 3 I/A  

The Deil amang the Tailors 14/7 8x32 R 3 B 

+ new this month 

April Monthly Party 

7:30 p.m., Saturday, April 7, 2012 

Mountain View Masonic Temple, 890 Church Street 

Host: San Jose 
 

Dance Source Type Level 

Bill Clement MBE+ Wilkinson lflt. 8x32 J 3  B/I 

Grey Daylight Letôs all Dance Too 8x32 S 2 B 

Starry Eyed Lassie 23/11 8x32 J 3 I 

Robertsonôs Rant 39/8 80sq S A 

Starlight+ 44/1 8x32 R 3 I 

 

Christine M Phillips 46/1 8x32 J 3 I 

Neidpath Castle+ 22/9 3x32 S 3 B/I 

The Black Mountain Reel Haynes/Carnforth 3 5x32 R 5 I 

Miss Milliganôs Strathspey+ RSCDS lflt 19 8x32 S 3  I 
The Deil amang the Tailors 14/7 8x32 R 3 B 

 

Letôs Meet Again Harbour City 8x32 R B 

Hame Came Our Gudeman 30/2 8x32 S 3 I 

Quarriesô Jig 36/3 8x32 J 3  I/A 

Donald Bane 17/12 8x32 S 3 I 

Masonôs Apron+ Border/19 8x32 R 3  I 

+ new this month 

 

How To Get There: 

MARIN MASONIC LODGE 

FROM 101 NORTHBOUND, take the 

"Central San Rafael" exit. Continue 

straight on Irwin Street (a short front-

age road parallel to freeway). Turn left 

onto 4th Street. Turn Right onto Loo-

tens Place. 

FROM 101 SOUTHBOUND take the 
"Central San Rafael" exit. Stay straight 

on Hetherton Street (a short frontage 

road parallel to freeway). Turn Right 

onto 4th Street. Turn Right onto Loo-

tens Place.  

The Masonic is in approximately the 

middle of the block on your right and is 

marked clearly with a blue awning. 

Lootens Place is a one-block street that 

dead-ends into a public parking lot, so 

parking is plentiful. The dance floor is 

on the first level to the left of the front 
door foyer. 

 

MOUNTAIN VIEW MASONIC 

FROM 280: exit at S. El Monte Ave-

nue, to Foothill Expressway. Right on 

Foothill Expressway, left on Miramonte 

Avenue, across El Camino Real W., to 
S. Shoreline Blvd. Turn right onto 

Church Street. 

FROM 101: Exit at Moffett Blvd. Fol-

low Moffett Blvd. south to Central Ex-

pressway. Cross Central Expressway to 

Castro Street. Turn right onto Church 

Street (5 blocks). 

Program Committee: Bruce Herbold, Lin Pettingil, Juliet Davoren 
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DECEMBER 2011 

17, Sa: BERKELEY HOLIDAY PARTY, Pot luck supper 6pm, 

Caroling 7:15pm, Dancing 8:00pm at Arlington 

Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave in Kensington. 

Info: Barry/Eleanor Hotchkies at whistledow@aol.com 
22, Th: 7:15pm. WINTER SOLSTICE PARTY, hosted by the 

San Francisco Class. Live Music. FOR THIS EVENT 

ONLY: Noe Valley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez St @ 23rd 

St. Info: Linnea Johnson at sfscottishdancers@gmail.com 
or 415-841-9456  

29, Th: 7:30pm LAFAYETTE 5th THURSDAY PARTY with 

Andy Imbrie & friends at St. Stephen's, 1101 Keaveny 

Ct., Walnut Creek.  Info: Witsie McKelvy at 

witken@astound.net 

31, Sa: 8 pm -11 pm, HOGMANAY DANCE sponsored by Red 

Thistle Dancers, St. Marks Episcopal Church, 600 

Colorado Ave, Palo Alto. Musicians: Susan Worland, 

Patti Cobb and Michael Bentley. $10 donation at the 

door. More info see flyer or go to 

www.redthistledancers.org. 

JANUARY 2012 

7, Sa: 7:30 MONTHLY PARTY with walkthroughs from 6:45-

7:15pm. Hosted by Campbell Class and Red Thistle 
Dancers, Mountain View Masonic Temple at 890 Church 

St. Info: bob.branstrom@comcast.net or (510) 530-1277  

15, Su: FEATURED DEVISOR CLASS, 1:45 - 4:15 pm. For 

intermediate and advanced dancers. NEW LOCATION-

Subud Center, Upstairs room, 330 Melville, Palo Alto. 

$8.00 per class. Info: see flyer or contact teachers Lin 

Pettengill, 650.344.3345 and Paula Jacobson, 

831.688.8295. 

20, Fr: 5:00pm thru Sunday 22 at 2:00pm, BISHOP'S RANCH 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE RETREAT 

WEEKEND in Healdsburg, CA. Hosted by the Santa 

Rosa Class.Info: Emily Evans 707-874-2512 
emdek@pon.netRegistration form/flyer:  

http://bit.ly/rf0jmu 

21, Sa: 1:30pm social & 2:00pm start, TEACHERS 

COMMITTEE MEETING in San Mateo. Contact Armin 

Busse at arminbusse@gmail.com. 

31, Tu: 7:00-9:00pm, CROCKETT SOCIAL PARTY at the 

Crockett Community Center, 850 Pomona Street in 

Crockett. Live music. $10. Info: Sandra Schultz sandra-

sue@msn.com or Lori Howard fireknight1@aol.com or 

925-934-1928. 

FEBRUARY 2012 

4, Sa: 12:00-5:00pm, VALENTINEôS BALL PREVIEW IN 

BERKELEY at Christ Church Berkeley, 2138 Cedar 

St., Berkeley, CA. Hosted by the San Francisco Class. 

Live music by: Patti Cobb & Shira Kammen. Info: Patti 

Cobb 415-826-2287 or Linnea Johnson 

thenea@gmail.com 

5, Su: 12:00-7pm, VALENTINEôS BALL REHEARSAL & 

POTLUCK DINNER. The Villages Foothill Center, 
Fairway Drive and Villages Parkway, San Jose $10 for 

rehearsal (1-5pm) + $2 for waltz class (12-1:00pm).  

Dinner from 5-7:00pm.  Info: Ellen Lovell at 

elovell2001@yahoo.com or 408-274-6524. 

11, Sa: 7:30pm THE VALENTINEôS BALL at The Scottish 

Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  Info. Janet 

Kitajima: janetkitajima@sbcglobal.net 

19, Su: FEATURED DEVISOR CLASS, 1:45 - 4:15 pm. For 

intermediate and advanced dancers. NEW LOCATION

-Subud Center, Upstairs room, 330 Melville, Palo Alto. 

$8.00 per class. Info: see flyer or contact teachers Lin 
Pettengill, 650.344.3345 and Paula Jacobson, 

831.688.8295. 

28, Tu: 7:00-9:00pm, CROCKETT SOCIAL PARTY at the 

Crockett Community Center, 850 Pomona Street in 

Crockett. Live music. $10. Info: Sandra Schultz sandra-

sue@msn.com or Lori Howard fireknight1@aol.com 

(925) 934-1928 

MARCH 2012  

3, Sa: 7:30pm, MONTHLY PARTY with walkthroughs from 

6:45-7:15pm.  Hosted by Santa Rosa Class and 

Dunsmuir Dancers.  Marin Masonic Lodge at 1010 

Lootens Place in San Rafael.  Info: 

bob.branstrom@comcast.net or (510) 530-1277  

18, Su: FEATURED DEVISOR CLASS, 1:45 - 4:15 pm. For 

intermediate and advanced dancers. NEW 

LOCATION-Subud Center, Upstairs room, 330 

Melville, Palo Alto. $8.00 per class. Info: see flyer or 

contact teachers Lin Pettengill, 650.344.3345 and Paula 

Jacobson, 831.688.8295. 

24, Sa: 2PM - 6PM, The Children's Ball, Livermore Veteran's 

Hall.  By invitation only. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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DECEMBER 2011 

27 Tue Vancouver (WA) Southwest Washington Be-
twixt and Between Dance at Columbia Dance Cen-
ter. Sponsored by RSCDS Southwest WA State 
Branch. 7:30-11pm. Semi-formal attire. Finger food. 
Dance and Ceilidh. Contact Linda Mae Dennis 
lmae@comcast.net. [www.vancouverUSA-scd.org] 

DECEMBER 2011 - JANUARY 2012 

28  Dec - 5 Jan Summer School Wairarapa, New Zea-
land. More information here later. Contact Elaine 
Laidlaw, phone +64 6 377 0322, email: 
elaine.laidlaw@rscdsnzb.org.nz [http://
sswairarapa.rscdsnzb.org.nz] 

JANUARY 2012 

27-29 Fri-Sun  Ottawa (ON) Ardbrae Ball Weekend, Ot-
tawa at Glebe Community Centre Ballroom. Spon-
sored by Ardbrae Dancers of Ottawa. Fri: Welcome 
Dance 8pm; Sat: Reception, Buffet & Ball 5:45pm; 
Sun: Brunch, 10:30am. Music: Laird Brown & The 
Scottish Accent Band. Cdn$90 US$90. Non-dancing 
tickets: $55. Dancing at the ball only: $60. Hospitality 
available; request before Jan. 14, 2012. Welcome 
Dance held at Parkdale Church Hall, Ottawa. Contact 
Elaine Hoag 613-729-6198 elaine.hoag@gmail.com or 
Anne Taylor 613-731-9270 avtaylor2@gmail.com. 
[www.ardbrae.org] 

FEBRUARY 2012 

25-26 Sat-Sun North Little Rock (AR) The Arkansas 
MidWinter Workshop and Ball at Park Hill Presbyter-
ian Church. Sponsored by Arkansas Scottish Country 
Dance.. Sat: classes 8:30am-2:30pm, dance 8pm-
11pm. Teacher: Irene Paterson. Music: Muriel John-
stone & Keith Smith. Semi-formal attire. Mid-morning 
snack, lunch, finger foods at dance. Contact Judy 
Robertson 501-221-9167 jRobertiii@hotmail.com or 
Sandy Furrer 501-821-4746 skFurrer@att.net. 
[www.ArkansasScottishCountryDancing.com] 

MARCH 2012 

23-24  Fri-Sat Cocoa Beach (FL) Cocoa Beach Florida 
SCD Workshop Weekend at Cocoa Beach Recrea-
tion Center. Sponsored by Space Coast and Brevard 
Scottish Country Dancers. Fri: dance 7:30-10:30pm; 
Sat: classes 9am-noon, 1-2:30pm, dance  7-11pm. 
Teacher: Janet Johnston (Edinburgh, Scotland). Rec-
orded music. Semi-formal attire. Finger food Friday 

night, lunch Saturday. US$40. Contact Alma & James 
Kutzner 321-255-2756 jKutzner@earthlink.net. 

MAY 2012 

4-6 Fri-Sun Seattle (WA) Youth Weekend West. Fri: cei-
lidh/evening; Sat: classes/day, ball/evening; Sun: clas-
ses/day. For youth ages 12-30ish. Three levels of 
classes, beginning, intermediate. Contact Sarah Pali-
ulis ywwSeattle@googlegroups.com. 

18-20 Fri-Sun, Hopewell Junction (NY) Pawling Week-
end at Circle Lodge, Sylvan Lake. Sponsored by 
RSCDS New York Branch. Fri 3pm to Sun 3:15pm. 
Contact Sally Clayton PawlingWeekend@gmail.com. 
[www.rscdsNewYork.org] 

18-20 Fri-Sun Beloit (WI) Midwest Scottish Weekend at 
Beloit College about 90 miles northwest of Chicago. 
Sponsored by Chicago, Madison and Milwaukee Scot-
tish Country Dancers. Fri: welcome dance; Sat: clas-
ses & ball; Sun: am classes. Teacher: Bruce Hamil-
ton. Music by Waverley Station: David Knight (fiddle) 
& Liz Donaldson (piano). Semi-formal attire for ball. 
Sat: breakfast, lunch, dinner banquet; Sun: breakfast, 
lunch. Contact Diana Hankes 262-679-8522 midwest-
ScottishWeekend@gmail.com or Mady Newfield 630-
584-0825 midwestScottishWeekend@gmail.com. 
[sites.google.com/site/midwestscottishweekend] 
Ed. note: NEW DATES. From previous listing but not 
confirmed: Dancer weekend $220, Musician workshop 
$20, specific prices for  individual portions - see web-
site. Scholarship and late registration cost increases 
not updated on site for new dates. 

JUNE  2012 

15-17 Fri-Sun, Salt Spring Island (BC) Simply Scottish 
on Salt Spring II, Ganges. Fri: Welcome Dance; Sat: 
Workshops am, Ball eve; Sun: Dancing am. Teachers: 
Elaine Brunken, Mary Murray, Geoffrey Selling. Music: 
John Taylor, David Mostardi, Mary Ross. Contact 
Catherine Bennett cdBennett53@gmail.com. 
[www.SaltSpringScottishDancers.org]  

OCTOBER   2012 

5-8 Fri-Mon Banff (AB) Dancing in the Rockies at Banff 
Conference Centre. Sponsored by RSCDS Calgary 
Branch. Sat: classes 9-11:30 am,1:30-4:15 pm ceilidh 
evening; Sun: classes 9-11:30 am, 1:30-3:00 pm, Ball 
evening; Mon: classes 10-11:30 am. Teachers: Marjo-
rie McLaughlin (USA), Simon Scott (Canada), Sue 

(Continued on page 5) 
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APRIL 2012 

7, Sa: 7:30 pm MONTHLY PARTY, with walkthroughs from 

6:45-7:15pm, Hosted by San Jose class at Mountain 

View Masonic Temple, 890 Church St.  Info: 

bob.branstrom@comcast.net, 510-530-1277  

15, Su: FEATURED DEVISOR CLASS, 1:45 - 4:15 pm. For 

intermediate and advanced dancers. NEW LOCATION-

Subud Center, Upstairs room, 330 Melville, Palo Alto. 

$8.00 per class. Info: see flyer or contact teachers Lin 

Pettengill, 650.344.3345 and Paula Jacobson, 

831.688.8295. 

MAY 2012 

5, Sa: 7:30 pm MONTHLY PARTY AND AGM, with 

walkthroughs from 6:45-7:15pm.  Hosted by Lafeyette 
and Livermore Classes at Alameda Masonic Temple, 

2312 Alameda Ave in Alameda. Info: 

bob.branstrom@comcast.net or (510) 530-1277  

19, Sa: 1:30pm social & 2:00pm start, TEACHERS 

COMMITTEE MEETING, TBD, Contact Armin Busse 

at arminbusse@gmail.com. 

20, Su: FEATURED DEVISOR CLASS, 1:45 - 4:15 pm. For 

intermediate and advanced dancers. NEW LOCATION-

Subud Center, Upstairs room, 330 Melville, Palo Alto. 

$8.00 per class. Info: see flyer or contact teachers Lin 

Pettengill, 650.344.3345 and Paula Jacobson, 

831.688.8295. 

JUNE 2012 

2, Sa: 7:30 pm, MONTHLY PARTY, with walkthroughs from 

2:15-2:45pm, Hosted by Monterey and Santa Cruz 
classes at Aptos Grange, 2555 Mar Vista Drive in Aptos. 

Info: bob.branstrom@comcast.net or (510) 530-1277  

16, Sa: 7:00pm, BEGINNERSô BALL Honoring the New 

Dancers of 2012, at Hermann Sons Hall, 860,Western 

Ave, Petaluma, CA. Info: Sharon Stewart 

sharon.stewart@comcast.net 415-257-6322 

21, Th: 7:45pm, SUMMER SOLSTICE PARTY, hosted by the 

San Francisco Class. Live Music. The Polish Club SF, 

3040 22nd St. at Shotwell in San Francisco. Info: Linnea 

Johnson, sfscottishdancers@gmail.com or 415-841-9456 

JULY 2012 

21, Sa: 3pm, SUMMER BY THE SEA DANCE hosted by the 

Santa Cruz class at First Congregational Church at 900 

High Street in Santa Cruz. Info: Susan Elgin at 

elgin@cruzio.com. 

 NOVEMBER 2012 
2-4, Fri-Sun: ANNUAL ASILOMAR WEEKEND 

WORKSHOPS AND BALL at Asilomar Conference 

Grounds, Pacific Grove, CA. Info: Margaret Mitchell 

mmitchel@msn.com. 

 

(Branch Calendar: Continued from page 3) 

Porter (Scotland), Ron Wallace, (USA). Music: Laird 
Brown and the Scottish Accents. Ball semi-formal/
formal attire. Breakfast, lunch and dinner provided for 
Sat, Sun, Mon: breakfast & lunch. RSCDS members 
$560,  Non-members $600, and Non-dancers at $415. 
Pre-Registration Friday 4-5pm. Class levels will be: 
Beginners - Intermediate A (1-2); Intermediate B (3-5); 
Advanced - minimum 5 years experience; & teacher 
(With or without certificate, as long as you are teach-
ing a class). Contact Janyn Bertram (Chairman) 403-
585-3842 Janyn_Bertram@hotmail.com or Ilo Torg-
erson (Registrar) 403-273-6579 Torgeri@shaw.ca. 
[www.rscdsCalgary.org] 

  

(Events Elsewhere: Continued from page 4) 

The Annual Valentineôs Ball 

~ February 11th 2012 ~ 

A Celebration 

The Valentineôs Ball is a glittering occasion when we don our 

best gowns and tartan and celebrate our love of dance.  The 

evening commences with a sherry social, and ends with a mid-
night supper  It is one of the highlights of the dance calendar 

for our branch. 

 

The 2012 Ball is particularly celebratory as, thanks to the won-

derful support of our dance community, the Board, and in par-

ticular, Tom Ward, we are able to again hold the event at our 

beloved Scottish Rite Center. 

 

So letôs celebrate! 

 

Special this year, the band Tullochgorum led by the Bay Areaôs 

own Barbara McOwen, will be travelling from Boston to de-
light us with their music. 

 

Also, be sure to get your applications in early.  Not only will 

you avoid paying a higher ticket price, but you will also be 

entered into a free raffle, with fabulous prizes of Tullochgorum  

CDs. 

 

For further information please go to the RSCDS-SF branch 

website, or contact Janet Kitajima at: 

    janetkitajima@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:bob.branstrom@comcast.net
mailto:bob.branstrom@comcast.net
mailto:sharon.stewart@comcast.net
tel:415-257-6322
mailto:sfscottishdancers@gmail.com
mailto:elgin@cruzio.com
mailto:Janyn_Bertram@hotmail.com
mailto:Torgeri@shaw.ca
http://www.rscdscalgary.org/
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term as President. She represented both clubs on the Council of the Folk Dance 

Federation of California where she also served several years as Publicity Chair. 

At the Terrace Tea Room (a volunteer-run fund raising auxiliary for the Mt 

Diablo Center) she was a cashier and served the Tea Room Board as President 

and Treasurer. 

No formal memorial service is planned, but the Lafayette Class Christmas Par-

ty on December 29th will be dedicated in her honor. Memorial gifts can be 

made in her name to the Jean Milligan Memorial Fund, one of the Branch 

Scholarship Funds or to Mt Diablo Center Alzheimerôs and Adult Day Care, 

490 Golf Club Rd, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523.  

(Virginia Bissell: Continued from page 1) 

Virgina with other Branch Founders at the 40th Anniversary Gala 
















