a publication of the royal scottish country dance society ® san francisco branch

View from the Chair Service Is Its Own Reward
by Tom Ward by Greg Reznick, Editor

A survey of the membership of the San Francisco Branch ©fur Branch of our Society is an amazing institution. Branch
RSCDS was conducted during February and March 2010. Tdlasses meet nearly every night of the week over an area stretch-
focus of the survey was to test the viability of different fundingng from Santa Rosa to Monterey and from San Francisco to
approaches to balancing t he Liemare d\e preducé fwo gata everstd evesytyeau and offere .
background and reasoning for the survey were provided to tBeanchsponsored parties (monthly or otherwise) nine or ten
members in the March issue of the Reel & Strathspeyper. times a year. But hereds the r

A total of 71 Branch members participated in the survey througi e)r.v;l':l;? f)‘v:/(;ogoat thfh\t/glglrl] tgfetrhgageeogéhvllsr]Qeélvgslsitt;r Eg]atgoe
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ng‘ vigor of our society depends on the continuing enthusiasm

Many thanks go to all those who responded to the Survey. Weits members and their willingness to contribute their time and
were able to develop some very useful information that we wdiner gy t o the cause. This seel
apply in setting prices over the coming months. Below is af hearing it, but the Branch has needs.

executive summary of key results and patterns we discovered,.in

. . R It Is the time of year when we elect the membership of our
analyzing the Survey results. Details of the analysis will be maé?an hACommitte% This. group of nine people devotgs seven

available shortly on the Br agaf:urda%/%ftervﬁ'go 55! yéale to the management of the Branch.
Demographics Just under half of the respondents were fromthet 6 s an i mport ant job and, OV E
East Bay area. The rest were mostly split between the West Bagmmittee have listened to and reflected the desires of the
and South Bay areas, with 4% from the North Bay and 8% fromembership and have done much to ensure that the Branch is
outside the immediate SF Bay region. The North Bay was undgfigorous, active and financially viable. It is an honor to be en-
represented in the sample, compared to their presence in thusted with this responsibility by your fellow dancers and it is a
Branch. The respondents represented a reasonable mix of mpniilege to serve in such a pivotal capacity.

getr)sgmzjetxpenlenlce W'ﬂ;'natr;e SBranch, V_\Il_'tn aeweghatletsj ?veraBgzgé why are so few WiIIir%g to starq/d for eliﬁetioq? TCan it f)e that "
Timeo me mg er s ' The North B ae¥ery6n3 is 0% ars Burdgneéuetljiatt )‘/”‘é:al)nnottgr en% gir
' l\%ontﬁlf F$aRy At rga)')s into th& e&rl)? aftérfoon? "I thiFtheY

members of the Branch. mark of an institution that is losing its viability? Or are there

Class Attendanceln terms of clasgoing frequency, the most some out there who have not, until now, understood the need
common response, at about 42% of the respondents, was oneapel the opportunity? For the sake of the Branch, | hope that the
week. 28% go to two per week. 8% do not attend classes, aattier is the case. | hope that a few brave souls will step forward
10% are very active. Respondents in the East Bay are slighalyd volunteer for this key assignment. If you are one of those,
more active clasgoers. Respondents of shorter membershiplease contact anyone on the Branch Committee (again, see
tenure are more likely to attend multiple classes per week. Mepage 12) just as soon as you can and offer your time and atten-
bers of #ALong Ti meodo member s hidanpgVeintheBraneh wauld ke handsedlut as | i kel y
attend one or two classes per week, but less likely to attend three

or more, and more likely to attend none.

Monthly Parties In terms of attendance at Monthly Parties, 179
of respondents do not go to Monthly Parties, and another 14
only go when they are close by. 34% go to one to three per yejil )
11% go to four to SiX, and 21% go always or whenever pOSSib Vlew from _the CaIL. e
About twothirds go three times or fewer, and this is unifor Service is its Own Reward...........coeevevieiiiniiienenenn.
across the geographic area. Attendance at parties increases NI

memberShlp tenure. Over 70% In the ZerO tO flve year range ..................................................
fewer than three times per year. About 40% in 11+ year range
four OI" more tlmeS per year. ......................
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(Continued from pagé) revenue. With a price increase of 20%, those 38 attendees with
10% or 20%. With a price rise @D%, two out of 15 respon- no price rise would become 32 attendees with a 20% price rise,
dents who currently attend wiAtlhvatylse® ewgowilvdal selnitp otf o 3B8Prao b &
Yeso. I nterestingly, f our the ¥®NDpis lesd sensttive to priceothancwithr ather retemtsystuda t
ANever  might actually ¢ ome ied, buttpee waouid Bkely ba antpactyoe atendance. Wi t h 2

rise 0f20%, the results are a bit more dramatic. Five out of 15 .
current AAlwayso attendees Rsngr_%ar Wegkend VHOH({TPG{%@)E% Rallhe gpeétesst\level of
r

or.
nRrobably Noo. | Two of 13 FEEPENIS iR DESHTRER IS M g .
would probably not attend at all. There would be a slight loss of P

attendance in the-3 per year and-8 per year categories. It - tentd (rangr: than haI(f)t\tI1ee rea?sI ,lb\bouét1 h6alll)‘/0the0refs or:dgntss Fi)n-O r
seems likely that a 20% price rise would reduce party attendarit E Y ) P

by more than the increase in fees, and would reduce gross re |g§1ted they would definitely attend |f~the price was unchanged. .
nue Sssuming 25% of AProbably Nobo

this implies 48 current attendees from the respondent pool, or
Membership Renewal and Due¢n terms of membership re- 68%. With a 10% increase in price, those 48 attendees with no
newal, 87% of respondents absolutely intend to renew thg@rice change would become 41 attendees, with revenue equiva-
membership, and the remainder probably will, if the membelent to 44 attendees. With a 15% increase in price, the results
ship rates do not change. This does not appear to be sensitivareoeven more dramatic. Attendance would drop from 48 to 33
membership tenure, except at th&®Byear range, where mem-from among the respondents, with revenue equivalent to 38 at-

bers are Il ess Ilikely to r enepdees. Clearly raismgthe aries tomfsilonfarRuill dkelyhave y
means a 25% chance of renewsalil gniafnidc afinPtr obeada tyi Wes sio mpnea@tn s o |
75% chance of renewal, 71 members this year would becomevé@ 6 | | |l ose attendance revenue

members next year with no change in dues. With a 5% increadtset the loss.

in dues, those 69 members we would have with no Change.ch];tential Charitable Funds 34 of the 71 respondents deemed

dues, would become 68 members with +5% dues, or the eqwﬁ?é apital Fund worthy of. donation. Ei ht it & Door
lent of 68 memberso worth: o I ea(r: %é/o? glurgs'on)(/:ien s'dgeﬁe.dathg%g;%gD‘albcecrplgueng s
dues, those 69 members with no change of dues, would beco%e : P 9

. o rthy. of dgnatio ine t ug% it.a poor. ide 7 ?& -
60 members wit .h *10% due S 2Qlé?ondén'fns %hou%kr# kma Evgeﬁt Ipné wo?tk];y o% ona iorgl.%?l%e '
worth of revenue. It seems likely that a 20% dues increa ht it id
would reduce gross branch revenue. ought it a poor idea.

Val entineAbm®satl | hal f of the ThF .Erggho%oglr%tﬁeﬁ Qas %e$qe t%jxso.lgre T%Be of these
to the Valentineds Ball. I tc%ara approagnes, rtgaeﬁe ey Cg af '%tereggoﬂt
and lower from the North Bay and Far Away. 17% of respor‘?—rOfI organization, and dortations are-iaductible.

dents do not go to the ball at all. The dominant reason for nbd access a comprehensive analysis of the survey in PDF form,
attending was expense, followed by travel distance. With mpease visit the Branch website, and go to Branch Resources |
change in price, the pattern of likely future attendance aboBtanch Committee Documents | Results of the Branch Funding
mat ches that of past attendSguweyAprii20l8ssuming 25% for HfAProb:
Noo and 75% for iProbably Yeso, this equates to 46 atten
with no price change. With a 6% increase in price, those 46
attendees with no price rise would become 42 attendees with a

6% price rise, or the equival gnt
a 12% increase in price those 46 attendees with no price rise
would become 38 attendees with a 12% price rise, or the equivd- ¥

Il ent of 42 attendeesd reven N t he
tinebs Ball price wild.l not I bi ) tover
costs. = i'|='u

Jean Patrick Memorial Dance 35% of respondents never at-

tend, 35% always attend, and the rest were evenly split betweefy _

Airarelydo and #Afrequentl yo. Wh €] boute I i hc
attending this yearés JPMD, t h® : ess i i on of
attendance. Assuming 25% of f Nod and 75% of

AProbably Yeso, this implies 38 from the respor
group if prices donbt change. price increase of
those 38 attendees with no change in price become 35 attendees

with a 10% price increase, with the equivalent of 38 att¢
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3, Sa: 2:00PM BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING at the
home of Bill and Marilyn Stocker. Info:
dahurtig@hotmail.com

3, Sa: 6:45-7:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF MONTHLY
PARTY DANCES, taught by teachers from the hosting
classes, at Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305
Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto.

3, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at Lucie Stern
Community Center, 1305 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto,
hosted by Campbell Class & Red Thistle.
dancingsands@hotmail.com

18, Su: 1:45-4:15 PM DEVISOR OF THE MONTH CLASS
at The Carriage House at Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150
Watkins Ave, Atherton, CA. For Intermediate and
Advanced level dancers. $8. Taught by Paula
Jacobson and Lin Pettengill. Info: Paula 831-688-8295
or Lin 650-728-9105

27, Tu: 7:00-9:00 PM CROCKETT SOCIAL PARTY at the
Crockett Community Center, 850 Pomona Street,
Crockett, CA. Live music. $10. Info: Sandra Schultz
sandra-sue@msn.com, or Lori Howard
fireknightl@aol.com, or 925-934-1928

29, Th: 7:30 PM LAFAYETTE 5th THURSDAY PARTY with
LIVE MUSIC at St. Stephen's Parish Hall, 1101
Keaveny Ct., Walnut Creek, CA. (PLEASE NOTE
EARLY START TIME) Live music by Lyle Ramshaw
and Susan Worland. Information: Witsie McKelvy
witken@astound.net

MAY 2010

1, Sa: 6:45-7:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF MONTHLY
PARTY DANCES, taught by teachers from the hosting
classes, at Temple United Methodist Church, 65
Beverly Street, near 19th Ave. & Junipero Serra Blvd.,
San Francisco, CA.

1, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY and BRANCH ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING (brief) at Temple United
Methodist Church, 65 Beverly Street, near 19th Ave. &
Junipero Serra Blvd., San Francisco, CA. Hosted by
the San Francisco Class and New World Dancers.
dancingsands@hotmail.com

16, Su: 1:45-4:15 PM DEVISOR OF THE MONTH CLASS
at The Carriage House at Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150
Watkins Ave, Atherton, CA. For Intermediate and
Advanced level dancers. $8. Taught by Paula
Jacobson and Lin Pettengill. Info: Paula 831-688-8295
or Lin 650-728-9105

4/ 5/ 2 Bhaton Fewarshmegirt@eochcabt.get

25, Tu: 7:00-9:00 PM CROCKETT SOCIAL PARTY at the
Crockett Community Center, 850 Pomona Street,
Crockett, CA. Live music. $10. Info: Sandra Schultz
sandra-sue@msn.com, or Lori Howard
fireknightl@aol.com, or 925-934-1928

JUNE 2010

5, Sa: 1:00PM BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING,
location to be announced. Info:
dahurtig@hotmail.com

5, Sa: 5:45* D6:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF
MONTHLY PARTY DANCES by teachers of the
hosting classes, at Santa Cruz Live Oak Grange,
1900 17™ Ave., Santa Cruz, CA. *Please note the
early starting time!

5, Sa: 6:30* PM MONTHLY PARTY at Santa Cruz Live
Oak Grange, 1900 17" Ave., Santa Cruz, CA, hosted
by the Santa Cruz and Monterey classes. *Please
note the early starting time!
dancingsands@hotmail.com

08+ R"9 6 OL ADFHMMDQRQ A@KK
Dancers of 2010, at Hermann Sons Hall, 860
Western Ave, Petaluma, CA. Info: Sharon Stewart
sharon.stewart@comcast.net 415-257-6322

24, Th: 7:45 PM SUMMER SOLSTICE PARTY at Noe
Valley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez St. @ 23" St., San
Francisco, CA. $10. Live music! Info: Linnea
Johnson thenea@gmail.com 415-841-9456

AUGUST 2010

21, Sa: 6 PM Note early start time! SUMMER BY THE
SEA DANCE at First Congregational Church, 900
High St., Santa Cruz, CA. Information: Susan Elgin,
831-335-7288, elgin@cruzio.com

OCTOBER 2010

29, Fr thru 31, Su: ANNUAL ASILOMAR WEEKEND
WORKSHOPS AND BALL at Asilomar Conference
Grounds, Pacific Grove, CA. Information: Julee
Montes julm-hcs@pacbell.net or Fred DeMarse
fred1314@sbcglobal.net

G


mailto:dahurtig@hotmail.com
mailto:dancingsands@hotmail.com
mailto:sandra-sue@msn.com
mailto:fireknight1@aol.com
mailto:witken@astound.net
mailto:dancingsands@hotmail.com
mailto:sandra-sue@msn.com
mailto:fireknight1@aol.com
mailto:dahurtig@hotmail.com
mailto:dancingsands@hotmail.com
mailto:sharon.stewart@comcast.net
mailto:thenea@gmail.com
mailto:elgin@cruzio.com
mailto:julm-hcs@pacbell.net
mailto:fred1314@sbcglobal.net
mailto:shrnstwrt@comcast.net

R E E L & S TRATHSUPEYPETR

QRBCR DUD

Revised 4/ 7/ 10

A RS CDS A S AN FRANGC.I

MSR DKRDVGDQD

A C omipimueller@®@jutoyomMi mi Muel |l er

Limited information only. For more information on these and other events,
try the InterCity Scot:www.intercityscot.org/eventList.ph@and individual contacts noted.

APRIL 2010

9-11 Fri-Sun  Kensington (MD) Capital Weekend at
Kensington Armory. Sponsored by RSCDS Washington
DC Branch. Fri: welcome dance; Sat: classes 8am-
noon; Ball 7:30-11pm; Sun: Special class. Teacher:
Mary Murray. Music: Laura Risk, Nicholas Williams,
David Wiesler. Finger buffet. See website for event
costs, package offer (deadline Mar. 21, 2010 ). Contact
Susan Keyes 240-6837245 240-6837245(fax)
seknp@hotmail.com or Jane Faulman 301-5929437
jafaulm@verizon.net. [www.capitalweekend.orq]

17 Sat  Camas/Vancouver (WA) Welcome to The
Dance at Fairgate Inn. Sponsored by Southwest Wash-
ington State RSCDS Branch. Meet, Greet & socialize
4pm, Dinner 5pm, Grand March & Dance 6:30 pm.
Teacher: Elke Baker - location & times to be arranged.
Music: Elke Baker (fiddle), Lisa Scott (piano). Semi-
formal attire. Buffet Dinner, beverages during dance. US
$35. Celebrate 25th Annual Dinner/Dance of Vancouver
USA SCD and the 1st Dinner/Dance of the new South-
west Washington State RSCDS Branch. Prices: $30 for
dinner only, $30 for dance only, $35 for both dinner &
dance. Reservations for dinner required by 1 April 2010
(no fooling); reservations for dance are not required, but
registration is appreciated. Accommodations at Fairgate
Inn B&B (on site), Camas Hotel (nearby) and In-Home
Hospitality. Fiddle workshop will be scheduled. See web
site for reservation forms, dinner menu, dance program
and other information. Contact Marge van Nus 360-892-
4366 vanUSAscd@comcast.net or Van Meter Hord 360-
699-2174. [www.VancouverUSA-SCD.orq]

24-25 Sat-Sun  Sacramento Valley Scottish Games
and Gathering at Yolo County Fairgrounds, alternating
with Harpers Hall. Sponsored by Caledonian Club of
Sacramento. Sat., Sun. 10-4. Scottish Fiddle music jam
session be led by John Taylor , open to all instruments.
Participants get free admission to the games. Contact
Janet Kurnick for tickets. For more information, call
(916)446-4404 or email scotsfiddle@pacbell.net

Apr 30-May 2  Fri-Sun, Avalon, Catalina Is. (CA)
Catalina Island Workshop & Ball, Catalina Canyon
Resort & Spa, Casino Ballroom. Sponsored by the
RSCDSi Southern California Interbranch. Fri: 3pm check
-in; Sat: classes/ball; Sun: morning classes. Teachers:
Elaine Brunken, Eric Finley, Marjorie McLaughlin. Music:
Fiddlesticks & Ivory . US$395. Formal attire for Ball.
Fri: Light Supper; Sat: Full breakfast & dinner at ball;
Sun: full breakfast. Register by March 31 *. Transporta-

tion to the island not included. Ferry information at web-
site. Contact Doris Fisher 310-782-8300 310-856-8651
(fax), doris.fisher@gmail.com. [www.rscds-

interbranch.orq]

MAY 2010

21-23 Fri-Sun Hopewell Junction
(NY) Pawling Weekend Workshop  at
Circle Lodge. Sponsored by New York J¢
RSCDS Branch & NY Area Groups. Fri: §
dance 8pm, party 10:30pm; Sat:
classes 9am-12:30pm, Ball 8pm,
Ceilidh 11pm; Sun: classes. Teachers:
Alex Gray (Cardiff, UK), Ellie Briscoe
(Alexandria, VA), Rebecca Roman
(Buffalo, NY). Music: Bobby Brown &
the Scottish Accent, & Jim Stevenson-Mathews. Fri &
Classes: casual attire, Ball: formal attire. Please check
the website from time to time for updates. Contact Chris
Ronald cjr878@agmail.com or Sheila Wilson 212-849-
8282. [www.RSCDSNewYork.org]

22Sat  Sacramento Branch 30 " Birthday Spring Ball
and Workshop , Sacramento, CA. Sponsored by Sacra-
mento Branch RSCDS. Workshops 10:30-12, 1:30-3:00.
Ball review 3:00pm. Ball: 7:00pm Teacher: Lin Petten-
gill . Cost before 5/1,(door): Ball, workshops, supper: $60
(65); Student $45 (50), Ball & supper $45 (50), Work-
shops only $45 (50).Branch website: rscds-
sacramento.org. Also see rscdssacra-
mento.wordpress.com

JUNE 2010

Fri-Sun, Junel1-13 Beloit (WI) Midwest Scottish Week-
end at Beloit College. Sponsored by Chicago, Madison,
& Milwaukee SCD groups. Teacher: Ellie Briscoe. Music:
Dave Wiesler (piano), Mara Shea (fiddle). Contact Mady
Newfield 630-584-0825 MidwestScottishWeek-
end@gmail.com or Kate Deck 608-232-0512
KDeck@tds.net. [sites.qgoogle.com/site/
midwestscottishweekend]

25-26 Fri-Sat  Truckee (CA) Truckee Workshop and
Dance at Truckee-Donner Recreation Center. Sponsored
by Silver State Scottish Country Dancers. Workshop 1-
4pm, dinner 6pm, dance 7:30pm, hike Jun 26. Teacher:
Tim Wilson . Music: Thistle Glen. Party attire. Dinner.
Contact David Wilson 775-825-6867 al-
lenortep@gmail.com.

25-27  Fri-Sun St Louis (MO) Annual Highland Mist

(Continued on pagB)
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Ball Weekend at various locations. Sponsored by High-
land Mist Scottish Country Dancers. Fri: Teachers Work-
shop; Sat: Dancers Workshop, Ball Walkthrough, Eve-
ning Ball; Sun: Brunch. As fancy as you like attire. At the
Ball, all dances walked thru as well as talked thru. Con-
tact Connie Bellinghausen 636-978-2181 DanceWith-
Class@hotmail.com. [www.HighlandMistDancers.org/

HM1ball.html]

JULY 2010

July 28-August 1 Wed-Sun Windsor (NS) ISCDS 2010
Cancelled .Contact Lydia Hedge Lydia-
Hedge@accesswave.ca. [www.RSCDSNovaScotia.ca/
ISCDS 2010/ISCDS10.html]

AUGUST 2010
1-15 Sun-Sun  Teacher Candidate Classes offered
by TAC at Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, Ontario,
Run by TAC (Teacher's Association Canada). August
1st and August 15th 2010. This is in conjunction with
TAC summer School, which takes place during the
second week, Aug. 1-6. Unit 2 (Dance): Evening, August
1st - August 6th, Unit 3 (Teaching): Evening, August 6th
- August 14th, Unit 5 (Teaching): Evening, August 1st &
August 12th

Applications for the Part 1 courses to be received by
TAC exam Coordinator by  April 15th 2010 . Applica-
tions for Part 2 course to be received byTAC exam Co-
ordinator by December 1st 2010. Unit 4 records due in
Edinburgh by January 31st 2010. Unit 1 (written) is of-
fered twice every year, in February and October, and
can be sat in the candi
ordinator: Deirdre MacCuish Bark barkd@rogers.com
905-822-1707More information on the TAC Web-site
www.tac-rscds.org

SEPTEMBER 2010

10-12 Fri-Sun  Port Townsend (WA) Fort Worden SCD
Weekend Workshop at Fort Worden State Park Confer-
ence Center.
Sponsored by
RSCDS Seattle o
Branch. Fri: ol
Welcome
Dance 8-11 pm; ‘&
Sat: classes
9am-noon, 1:15
-2:30pm, Ball
8pm-midnight.
Teachers:
Janet Johnston,
Sharon
Barker, Tim
Wilson , Gordon Robinson. Music: Calum MacKinnon, Ryan
McKasson, Lisa Scott, Ken Natrass, Ron Krug. Check web-
site for applications, more info in April. Contact Elizabeth

Miller 206-782-8345 martlet3@comcast.net. [www.rscds
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iSt. Andr ews We-ddowaryd0lAway o
(reprint from "Dancing Forth", Edinburgh Branch magazine)
by Donna Weidenfeller

| felt | was betwixt and between Summer and Winter School. Here

| was in the vicinity of the lovely town of St. Andrews, in Winter,
and staying at an elegant hotel. The whirlwind of the weekend
began with a champagne tasting; complimenting the beauty of the
hotel and it's surroundings. | knew this was going to be an elegant
weekend and it certainly lived up to my dreams and more. Friends
in the States wondered why in the world would | travel to Scotland
in the Winter. | could only describe all that | expected of this event
and they became envious of my opportunity come over. In fact
two dancers from my class in San Francisco, Claire Hunter and
Gary Scott who were planning to visit family in Scotland decided
to sign up too. Of course another motivator to forge ahead and
travel to Scotland was to share this experience with Harry An-
drews. Between the two of us we met up with many people known
to one or the other as well as meeting other dancers. Everyone was
so welcoming; dancers as well as the committee who thoughtfully
organized all the activities, teachers, musicians, and dance pro-
gramming. Gary Robertson was especialhassuring; | wrote to

him expressing my angst about dancing without the benefit of a
recap. He reassured me that this group of dancers, himself in-
cluded, would help me along. During the week, Claire, Gary,
Harry and | walked the dances in Harry's living room. Despite all
this support | continued to stress about the dances up to the las
minute! | just wanted to make a positive impression; | felt like in
some way | was this dance ambassador from the States and did no
want to embarrass my fellow country dancers! Dancing without
recaps is new to me though | understand from dancers in my area

d-a t dhathorecaps were affempted lopg ago, byt qur hggﬁ\l dancers were
of t

quite unhappy so we returned to our tradition e MC recap-

ping. Besides my concerns about dancing correctly | also noticed

others dancers were focusing on their pillings or dance notes be-
tween dances. To me this focus interfered with the usual socializa-
tion that occurs while waiting for the next dance to be recapped.

Al in al/l I remi nded mysel f ¢
tomayto.. o0 and managed to enj

dances as well as | might have otherwise. Everyone was so help-
ful; guiding each other throughout the dancing.

Another motivator for attending this weekend was knowing Gra-
ham Donald would be teaching. I've had the good fortune to have
him as a teacher at two other events this past year. | was also im-
pressed with the musicians. | heard Peter Shand play at Winter
School and | have a CD of Pete Clark; | was eager to hear them
again and in person.

The weekend went by quickly; suddenly it seemed | was hugging
friends good bye with promises of seeing each again. For our
grand finale Harry and | had lunch at the clubhouse; the view from
the dining room was spectacular. As we drove through the gate on
our return to Edinburgh | found myself smiling from ear to ear;
recalling all the events of this memorable weekend.

Thank you Edinburgh Branch!!!
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Asilomar 2010 i Changes are Afoot! Thank you very much for your lorgfanding support of the Asi-

by Fred DeMarse, Chairman, Asilomar 2010 'omar weekend! Please know th
] _ _ mittee is working very hard to keep expenses to a minimum

The Asilomar Committee is hgileplandifgaweekerd with th&High dtahdhrdstintmugic and € a

event. During the middle of last year, a new management cofancing to which we are accustomed! Please be patient and

pany started running the Asilomar property. This year, they hayaderstanding with the changes that we need to incorporate
started instituting changes, some of which wil!/ affect th

weekend attendees.
Asilomar costs have increased again this yieavh at 6 s M

Many of the catering charges for food and drink have increased

over 100%. Therefore, we need to increase the fee by $10 / per- . .

son to counter the increase in Asilomar charges for rooms angdinners' Ball, June 19th, 2010
for catering. by Sharon Stewart

Additionally, the Asilomar Committee needs to modify the eveFhis year's Beginners' Ball will be Saturday, June 19th, at 7:00PM

ning timelines for both Friday and Saturday evenings. The newthe lovely Hermann Sons Hall in Petaluma, CA.

management company at Asilomar is strictly enforcin

fi s ¢ h e d u-hightdadtivitlesaahdecharging higher hourly feesﬁlease come celebrattes new dancers of 2010!

for events that continue past 10pm. Join the fun, dance to music by Wild Rose, and meet old friends

Therefore, the Asilomar Co mr%thnefwe'nea rel?xaeds, frlecn(g{ygeﬁtlg\]/eeagnosghoerte.h evenin

timeline in an effort to decrease costs, yet maintain the standafde Beginners' Ball is hosted by the Santa Rosa Class. We wel-

and high quality that we expect from our annual weekend. come you in honoring this year's new dancers! The evening will

Friday niahti start with a Grand March, followed by a special program of
ynig danceschosen to be beginner friendly and fun for dMid-way

* Start the Welcome Dance at 8pm (as normal). through the evening we will honor the new dancers with a cham-

*+ Serve food and drink (including alcohblhosted bar) at pagne toast (we will have sparkling juice for those who prefer it),
Hearthside in Merrill Hall at the end of the dance. and we'll end the evening with a buffet.

+ After the dance, we will quietly bring chairs into the center o )
of Merrill Hall and arrange them facing the stage to prepafd€ase come and please encourage the beginning dancers in you
for the ceilidh. Ceilidh performers will perform in front of classes to come, too. The Beginners' Ball is a wonderful tradition
the stage (or on the stage if sound hapkis needed)The and rite of passage for new dancers, and is many folks' favorite

ceilidh must be tightly run, people will have to sign uglance of the year!
when they send in their registration forms in July, and n@fickets are $25, $10 for youth 16 and younger, and $8 for specta-

every ceilidh act may performWe will need to be very +ors (includes champagne toast and buffet after the dance). Pleas
tough in running the ceilidh, because we need to be out Qfyister early, as the cost goes up to $30 and $12 for youth after

Merrill Hall before midnight. June 12th.
Saturday night . Petaluma is 35 miles north of the Golden Gate Bridge, in beautiful
* Eliminate the sorree. Sonoma County. You may wish to come early and explore the
* Start the evening with the Grand March at 7:30fifwery-  town or the adjacent wine country, or make a weekend of it.

one can |line up at Hearthsjde since there wonot e tabl

up for the soiree. There will be a Sunday Brunch at the home of Gary Thomas and

¢ The Ball will begin before 8pm right after the Grand Marctiton Wallace, 10am, Sunday, June 20th. Please calf 992185

to reserve a plate!

is completed.
¢ The Ball will finish by around 11:30pm, so that we can b&lyers with the Ball program, directions and registration form will
out of Merrill before midnight. be available at classes, at monthly parties, and on the branch web:-

+ During the second break of the Ball, we will serve food ansite. For more information, please contact Sharon Stewart by
drink (no alcohol) at HearthsideThis break will not be phone at 4182576322 or emaisharon.stewart@comcast.net.
very long, and we will continue the last set of dances wi
the food set out in HearthsidéVe will insure that not all
the food is set out before the end of the dance for those who
want to dance in the last sefgain, we need to be out of
Merrill Hall before midnight.

tPhank you! We look forward to seeing you there!
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The Santa Rosa Class

Presents

THE
BEGINNERS™ BALL

To Honor the New Dancers of 2010

Music by

WILD Re3E

Saturday June 19, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
Hermann Sons Hall
860 Western Ave., Petaluma, CA
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