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Database Problems  

Some of you have noticed that there is obsolete, missing or 

erroneous information in our websiteôs online directory. The 

website problems are being addressed by our Branch Chair, 

Tom Ward, working with our Webmaster, Larry Wakeman. 

In the meantime, if you have questions about your membership 

status or payments, please address our Branch Registrar, Gary 

Knox, who has current and correct information. The recently 

published Branch Membership Directory with the blue cover 

dated September 2009 lists members as of August 22nd. 

Additions and changes since then will be published and 

distributed soon, and further updates will be sent periodically. 

Please check your personal information in the 2009 paper 

directory. If any of your information has changed ï especially 

your email address ï since August 22nd, please be sure to let 

Gary know, so that we may send the update to as many people 

as possible using email.  Please send your corrections for the 

blue paper directory to Gary Knox, gary@reeljig.com or 3673 

Stoneglen South, Richmond CA 94806-5261. 

For Branch website corrections, problems or issues, please 

notify Larry Wakeman larry@diabloresults.com and copy Tom 

Ward tomtomward@comcast.net  

Thank you for your patience! 

Your Branch Membership Committee: 

Witsie McKelvy  witken@astound.net 

Gary Knox  gary@reeljig.com 

Susie Langdon Kass susielangdonkass@gmail.com 

Miriam Mueller  mimimueller@juno.com 

Branch Members Work Together to  

Save a Life at Asilomar  

By Mark Caplin  

I often tell people that there are no nicer people or people who 

work  together as a team better than Scottish Country Dancers. 

This was never more evident than at the Friday night welcoming 

dance at the Asilomar Workshop and Ball. 

One of our dancers, Jennifer Lamb, suffered a cardiac arrest 

during the last dance of the evening. Her sudden collapse was 

witnessed by the dancers in her set who immediately came to 

her aid. They all started calling for help. I was at the other end 

of the hall and heard my name being called. Then, from the 

stage, Patti Cobb announced that there was a medical emer-

gency. As I made my way towards the front of the hall, I saw 

that people had gathered around her to evaluate and comfort her. 

Alisa Pura realized that this was a medical emergency and got 

the AED (Automated External Defibrillator) from the table at 

the back of Merrill hall. As I knelt down to evaluate Jennifer, it 

was evident that she was not breathing and did not have a pulse. 
A call was put out to call 9-1-1. Julee Montes called the front 

desk and advised them to call 9-1-1 then ran down to the desk to 

make sure that it had been done, while Fred DeMarse stayed on 

the phone to answer questions.  Several people stepped forward 

and offered to do CPR. Eileen Richey, who is an ICU nurse, 

started doing compressions. I donôt recall who was doing the 

initial mouth to 

mouth, but I am 

extremely thankful 

and proud of her 

for doing that. 
Th en  Den i se 

Ackart from Colo-

rado stood by to 

relieve her on the 

airway.  I asked 

the people who 

knew CPR to line 

up behind Eileen to relieve her. Like good Country Dancers, 

they formed a perfectly straight line, ñcoveringò with Eileen, 

waiting their turn to do compressions.  Jeff Tindall was first in 

line and stood by to relieve Eileen and take over compressions. I 

attached the AED and, just like we learned in CPR class, fol-
lowed the voice prompts. The AED delivered one shock and Jeff 

took over compressions. After 2 minutes of CPR the AED 

prompted us to stop so that it could reevaluate her heart rhythm 

and indicated that no further shocks were needed.  We also de-

termined that she had regained her pulse and was breathing on 

her own!  Meanwhile Patti, from the microphone, asked for peo-

(Continued on page 7) 
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Monthly Parties 
March Monthly Party  

7:30 p.m., Saturday, March 6, 2010 

San Rafael Masonic, Lootens at 4th St., San Rafael 

Host: Santa Rosa / Dunsmuir 

 

Dance Source Type Level 

The Machine without Horses 12/12 32 J 3 B 

Bonnie Stronshiray+ Campbell, Glasgow Ass. 32 S 3 A 

Mary Erskine Goldring/15 Social 32 H 3 I 

The Marquis of Lorne MMM(2)  32 S 3 B 

Yeôre Welcome, Charly Stuart 7/1 32 R 3 I 

 

Berwick Johnnie+ Graded Bk/14 32 J 3 B/I 

Up in the Air 20/2 32 S 3  I 

Dance Lieber Wilson/Measures of Pleasure 32 J 4 I/A 

The Valentine 5 Dances 2009 32 S 3 I 

Mairiôs Wedding Cosh/22 SCD 40 R 3 I 
 

The White Cockade 5/11 32 R 3 B 

Byron Strathspey+ Drewry Leaflet 32 S 3 I 

Roselath Cross+ 41/10 32 J 3 I 

The Spirit of the Dance Patterson/TAC 50 32 S 3  A 

Flowers of Edinburgh+ 1/6 32 R 3 B/I 

+ new this month 

April Monthly Party  

7:30 p.m., Saturday, April 3, 2010 

Lucie Stern Center, 1305 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto 

Host: Campbell / Red Thistle 
 

Dance Source Type Level 

The White Cockade 5/11 32 R 3 B 

Bonnie Stronshiray Campbell, Glasgow Ass. 32 S 3 A 

Roselath Cross 41/10 32 J 3 I 

Up in the Air 20/2 32 S 3  I 

Flowers of Edinburgh 1/6 32 R 3 B/I 

 

The Machine without Horses 12/12 32 J 3 B 

Byron Strathspey Drewry Leaflet 32 S 3 I 

The Weathercock+ Leeds 25th 32 J 4 A 

The Blithest Lass that Eôer Was Seen+  MMMII  32 S 3 B/I 
Yeôre Welcome, Charly Stuart 7/1 32 R 3 I 

 

Berwick Johnnie Graded Bk/14 32 J 3 B/I 

The Valentine 5 Dances 2009 32 S 3 I 

Suenoôs Stone+ 4 Dances 2008 32 R 3 A 

Miss Gibsonôs Strathspey+ RSCDS Leaflet/10 32 S 3 I 

Scott Meikle+ McLean, Laurieston Coll. 32 R 4 I 

+ new this month 

How To Get There: 

SAN RAFAEL MASONIC  

FROM 101 N: take the ñCentral San 

Rafaelò exit. Continue straight on Irwin 
St. and turn left onto 4th St. Turn right 

onto Lootens Place  

FROM 101 S: take the ñCentral San 

Rafaelò exit. Stay straight on Hetherton 

St. and turn right onto 4th St. Turn right 

onto Lootens Place.  

The Masonic is in the middle of the 

block on your right. Parking is plenti-

ful.  

 

 

LUCIE STERN  
FROM 280: Take Page Mill Road east 

and turn left on Middlefield. The hall 

will be on your right.  

FROM 101: Take Embarcadero west. 

Turn right on Middlefield. The hall will 

be on your right.  
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DECEMBER 2009 
5, Sa: 1:30 PM Branch Committee Meeting in Palo Alto, CA. Info: 

dahurtig@hotmail.com 

5, Sa: 6:45-7:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF MONTHLY PARTY 
DANCES by teachers of the hosting class, at San Mateo 
Masonic Temple, 100 N. Ellsworth, San Mateo. 

5, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at San Mateo Masonic 
Temple, 100 N. Ellsworth, San Mateo, hosted by the 
Mountain View Class. dancingsands@hotmail.com 

12, Sa: 6:00 PM BERKELEY SCOTTISH DANCERS HOLIDAY 
PARTY at Arlington Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave, 
Kensington, CA. Potluck Dinner 6:00 PM, Caroling 7:30 PM, 
Dancing 8:00 PM. Information: Dwayne McQuilliams 
boldmary@aol.com  

14, Mo: 7:30-10 PM SAN JOSE CLASS HOLIDAY PARTY, 
American Legion Hall, 1504 Minnesota Ave, San Jose. Info: 
Kathy Allen: 408-252-8406 kathyallien@gmail.com  

17, Th: 7:45 PM: SAN FRANCISCO CLASS WINTER SOLSTICE 
PARTY, with Live Music, at Noe Valley Ministry, 1021 
Sanchez at 23rd, San Francisco. Info: 415-841-9456, 415-
333-9372, or thenea@gmail.com 

21, Mo: 8-10 PM LIVERMORE HOLIDAY PARTY at Livermore 
Udsdq`mƍr G`kk+ 411 Rntsg K Rsqdds+ Khudqlnqd- Khud ltrhb
courtesy of David Newitt & Heather MacKay. Info: Margaret 
Ward margaretww@comcast.net 925-449-5932 

26, Sa: 7:30-11:30 PM LAFAYETTE TWEEN PARTY, at Alamo 
Vnldmƍr Bkta+ 03/0 C`muhkkd Akuc+ @k`ln B@ 834/6-
Contact: Witsie McKelvy, witken@astound.net   

JANUARY 2010  
9, Sa: BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, time and location to be 

decided (TBD). Info: dahurtig@hotmail.com 

9, Sa: 2:00-4:30 PM BALL GOWN SALE AND TEA PARTY at 
1324 Bay View Place, Berkeley. Donation $3 for Scholarship 
Fund. Information: Susie Langdon Kass:  
susielangdonkass@gmail.com  

9, Sa: 2:00-59// OL ƏQRBOQƐ BOQ % @DC SQ@HMHMF+ @k`ldc`
Masonic Hall, 2312 Alameda Ave, Alameda, CA. $30 Branch 
members, $59 Non-members. Contact: Mark Caplin 
sailmedic@earthlink.net 510-816-1405 

9, Sa: 6:45-7:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF MONTHLY PARTY 
DANCES, taught by teachers from the hosting class, 
Alameda Masonic Hall, 2312 Alameda Ave, Alameda, CA. 

9, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at Alameda Masonic Hall, 
2312 Alameda Ave, Alameda, CA, hosted by the Berkeley 
Class. dancingsands@hotmail.com 

14, Th: 8:00PM NEW BASIC CLASS STARTS  at Noe Valley 
Ministry, 1021 Sanchez St., San Francisco, CA, sponsored 
by the San Francisco Class. Linnea 
Johnson, thenea@gmail.com, http://www.sf-
scottishdancers.org  

17, Su: 1:30-4:30 PM NEW CLASS: DEVISOR OF THE MONTH  
at The Carriage House at Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 
Watkins Ave, Atherton, CA. Each class will focus on the 
dances or one or two devisors. For Intermediate and 

Advanced level dancers. $8. Taught by Paula Jacobson 
and Lin Pettengill. Info: Paula 831-688-8295 or Lin 650-
728-9105 

18+ Eq9 49// OL sgqt 20+ Rt9 1 OL AHRGNOƍR Q@MBG
SCOTTISH DANCE RETREAT WEEKEND in Healdsburg, 
CA. Hosted by the Santa Rosa class. Information: Emily 
Evans 707-874-2512 emdek@pon.net  http://bit.ly/90b94m 

FEBRUARY 2010 
6, Sa: 12:30-392/ OL U@KDMSHMDƍR A@KK OQDUHDV HM

BERKELEY at Grace North Church, 2138 Cedar St., 
Berkeley, CA. Hosted by the San Francisco Class. 
Teachers: Bruce Herbold, Trina Merriman & Patti Cobb. 
Live music by: Steve Wyrick, fiddle; Patti Cobb, piano. 
Information: Patti Cobb 415-826-2287 or Linnea Johnson 
thenea@gmail.com  

7, Su: 1:30-4:30 PM DEVISOR OF THE MONTH CLASS at The 
Carriage House at Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 Watkins 
Ave, Atherton, CA. For Intermediate and Advanced level 
dancers. $8. Taught by Paula Jacobson and Lin Pettengill. 
Info: Paula 831-688-8295 or Lin 650-728-9105 

13, Sa: 12:00noon-5:00 PM SOUTH BAY VALENTINE BALL 
PREVIEW at The Villages Clubhouse, San Jose. $10. 
Hosted by the Campbell and San Jose classes. 
Information: Ellen Lovell elovell2001@yahoo.com 

1/+ R`9 6 OL SGD @MMT@K U@KDMSHMDƍR A@KK+ Rgdqqx Rnbh`k
~ Midnight Buffet, at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside 
Drive, Oakland, CA 94612 Contact Janet Kitajima: 
janetkitajima@sbcglobal.net 

MARCH 2010 
6, Sa: 1:30 PM BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, location to 

be announced. Info: dahurtig@hotmail.com 

6, Sa: 6:45-7:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF MONTHLY PARTY 
DANCES by teachers of the hosting classes, at San Rafael 
Masonic Hall, 1010 Lootens Pl. at 4th St, San Rafael. 

6, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at San Rafael Masonic Hall, 
1010 Lootens Pl. at 4th St, San Rafael, hosted by the 
Santa Rosa Class and Dunsmuir. 
dancingsands@hotmail.com 

13, Sa: 10 AM Ɗ 4 PM DANCE MUSICIAN WORKSHOP WITH 
DAVID KNIGHT (FIDDLE) AND LIZ DONALDSON 
(PIANO) at Arlington Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave, 
Kensington, CA. Information: Julie Carapanos 
jrcarap@pacbell.net 

13, Sa: 7:00 PM DANCE PARTY WITH DAVID KNIGHT 
(FIDDLE) AND LIZ DONALDSON (PIANO) at Arlington 
Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave, Kensington, CA. 
Information: Julie Carapanos jrcarap@pacbell.net 

21, Su: 1:30-4:30 PM DEVISOR OF THE MONTH CLASS at 
The Carriage House at Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 
Watkins Ave, Atherton, CA. For Intermediate and 
Advanced level dancers. $8. Taught by Paula Jacobson 
and Lin Pettengill. Info: Paula 831-688-8295 or Lin 650-
728-9105 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Limited information only. For more information on these and other events,  

try the Inter-City Scot: www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php and individual contacts noted.  

DECEMBER  2009 
5-6   Sat-Sun,       Austin (TX) St Andrews Ball  at Senior Activ-

ity Center.  Sponsored by Austin Scottish Country Dancers. 
Sat: Ball 6-10pm, after-party 10-12pm; Sun: dutch brunch 

10:30am-12:30pm. Music: John Taylor, Lyle Ramshaw . 
Semi-formal attire. Light finger buffet at ball; dinner buffet 
after ball at the Ballroom in the Sky; dutch brunch at Panera 
Bread on Sunday morning. US$35. Contact Diane Nou-
sanen dianen@austinscd.org or Sarah Harriman 
sarah@austinscd.org. [www.austinscd.org] 

Dec 28 Ɗ Jan 5, 2010   Mon-Tue     New Zealand Branch Sum-

mer School Akoranga, North Shore City, Aukland, NZ.  
Sponsored by New Zealand Branch RSCDS. Classes for all 
levels of dancers and young dancers. Classes for band and 
class musicians. 

See website at ssakl.rscdsnzb.org.nz. 

FEBRUARY  2010 
12-14  Fri-Sun,    Honolulu (HI) Aloha Winter Weekend Work-

shop  at Ala Wai Golf Club Ballroom & other locations. 
Sponsored by Hawaii, RSCDS Branch. Fri. dance 6:30-
9:00pm; Sat: classes 9am-2pm, evening dance; Sun: class 
10am-noon, ceilidh. Teachers: Bruce Herbold, David 

Newitt, Patti Cobb . Music: Humuhumunukunukuapua'a 

& Strathspey Society Band.  Social dances - dressy attire, 
classes & ceilidh - casual attire. Fri: snack; Sat: continental 
breakfast, lunch, dinner; Sun: continental breakfast, dinner. 
US$155 RSCDS members, US$170 non-members, or pro-
rated for individual events. These three excellent instructors 
return to Hawaii, with their band, for the 4th year in a row, 
creating a fun-filled learning experience. Contact Melissa 
Lindsay 808-256-3347 808-261-3311(fax) MLind-
say@hawaii.rr.com or Bruce McEwan 808-538-7707. 
[www.rscdshawaii.org] 

19-21   Fri-Sun.   Edmonton (AB) RSCDS Edmonton Calendo-

nian Branch 40 th Annual Workshop and Ball at Sutton 
Place Hotel. Sponsored by RSCDS Edmonton Fri: ceilidh 
7:00-10pm; Sat: classes 8:45am; Ball reception 6pm. 
Teachers: Pat Coyle, Mary Murray, Elinor Vandergrift, Ron 

Wallace . Music: Murial Johnstone, Keith Smith, Gary Tho-

mas, Christine Baker. Semi- formal attire. Finger foods 
ceilidh, lunch Saturday, dinner Saturday, Sunday coffee & 
muffins. Cdn$130. Contact Deborah Anne Rumsey 780-462
-9372 debbie.rumsey@gov.ab.ca or Irene Townshend 780-
430-0412  

townshend@shaw.ca. [www.rscdsEdmonton.org] 
27   Sat     Mercer Island (WA) Winter Workshop & Ball  at 

Mercer Island Congregational Church. Sponsored by Seat-
tle RSCDS Branch. Sat: classes 10am-noon, 1-3pm, Ball 
7:15-11pm. Teacher: Muriel Johnstone. Music: Calum 
MacKinnon, Lisa Scott. Formal attire. Lunch, Dessert after 
Ball. US $60. Contact Elizabeth Miller 206-782-8345 mart-
let3@comcast.net. [www.rscds-seattle.org] 

27-28   Sat-Sun,   Victoria (BC) 34th Annual Ball & Sunday 
Social.   Ball at Victoria Edelweiss Club, Petty Officers Mess, 
Esquimalt. Sponsored by Vancouver Island SCD Society. 
Sat: Ball 8pm-midnight; Sun: Social & Brunch 9:30am-
12:45pm. Music: Muriel Johnstone, Calum MacKinnon. Ball: 
formal attire. Social, Victoria. Social & Brunch at CFB Esqui-
malt - Chiefs and & Brunch: casual attire. Contact Joan 
McIntosh 250-477-2512 Joanbmc@shaw.ca. 
[www.viscds.ca] 

MARCH  2010 
26-27    Fri-Sat    Cocoa (FL) Space Coast 27th Annual Spring 

Fling  at Cocoa Beach Recreation Center  Sponsored by 
Space Coast & Brevard Scottish Country Dancers.  Fri: 
dance 7:30-10:30pm; Sat: classes 9am-12pm, 1-2:30pm, 
dance 7-11pm.. Teacher: Valerie Harris (Hamilton, Ontario). 
Recorded music. Finger food Friday night, lunch on Satur-
day. US $40. Contact James Kutzner 321-255-2756 
JKutzner@earthlink.net. 

APRIL  2010 
17   Sat      Camas/Vancouver (WA) Welcome to The Dance  at 

Fairgate Inn. Sponsored by Southwest Washington State 
RSCDS Branch. Meet, Greet & socialize 4pm, Dinner 5pm, 
Grand March & Dance 6:30 pm. Teacher: Elke Baker - loca-
tion & times to be arranged. Music: Elke Baker (fiddle), Lisa 
Scott (piano). Semi-formal attire. Buffet Dinner, beverages 
during dance. US $35. Celebrate 25th Annual Dinner/Dance 
of Vancouver USA SCD and the 1st Dinner/Dance of the new 
Southwest Washington State RSCDS Branch. Prices: $30 for 
dinner only, $30 for dance only, $35 for both dinner & dance. 

Reservations for dinner required by 1 April 2010  (no fooling); 
reservations for dance are not required, but registration is 
appreciated. Accommodations at Fairgate Inn B&B (on site), 
Camas Hotel (nearby) and In-Home Hospitality. Fiddle work-
shop will be scheduled. See web site for reservation forms, 
dinner menu, dance program and other information. Contact 
Marge van Nus 360-892-4366 vanUSAscd@comcast.net or 
Van Meter Hord 360-699-2174. [www.VancouverUSA-
SCD.org] 

Apr 30-May 2    Fri-Sun,   Avalon, Catalina Island (CA) Catalina 

Island Workshop & Ball,  Catalina Canyon Resort & Spa, 
Casino Ballroom. Sponsored by RSCDS Ɗ Southern Califor-
nia Interbranch. Fri: 3pm check-in; Sat: classes/ball; Sun: 
morning classes. Teachers: Elaine Brunken, Eric Finley, 

Marjorie McLaughlin. Music: Fiddlesticks & Ivory . US$395. 
Formal attire for Ball. Fri: Light Supper; Sat: Full breakfast & 
dinner at ball; Sun: full breakfast.. Transportation to the is-
land not included. Ferry information at website. Contact Doris 
Fisher 310-782-8300 310-856-8651(fax) 
doris.fisher@gmail.com.  

 [www.rscds-interbranch.org] 

(Continued on page 5) 

mailto:mimimueller@juno.com
http://www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php
mailto:dianen@austinscd.org
mailto:sarah@austinscd.org
http://www.austinscd.org/
mailto:MLindsay@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:MLindsay@hawaii.rr.com
http://www.rscdshawaii.org
mailto:debbie.rumsey@gov.ab.ca
mailto:townshend@shaw.ca
http://www.rscdsEdmonton.org
mailto:martlet3@comcast.net
mailto:martlet3@comcast.net
http://www.rscds-seattle.org
mailto:Joanbmc@shaw.ca
http://www.viscds.ca
mailto:JKutzner@earthlink.net
mailto:vanUSAscd@comcast.net
http://www.VancouverUSA-SCD.org
http://www.VancouverUSA-SCD.org
mailto:doris.fisher@gmail.com
http://www.rscds-interbranch.org


R E E L  &  S T R A T H S P E Y P E R  Å  R S C D S  Å  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  B R A N C H 

 5 

MAY  2010 
21-23   Fri-Sun   Hopewell Junction (NY) Pawling Weekend 

Workshop  at Circle Lodge. Sponsored by New York 
RSCDS Branch & NY Area Groups. Fri: dance 8pm, party 
10:30pm; Sat: classes 9am-12:30pm, Ball 8pm, Ceilidh 
11pm; Sun: classes. Teachers: Alex Gray (Cardiff, UK), 
Ellie Briscoe (Alexandria, VA), Rebecca Roman (Buffalo, 
NY). Music: Bobby Brown & the Scottish Accent, & Jim Ste-
venson-Mathews. Fri & Classes: casual attire, Ball: formal 
attire. Please check the website from time to time for up-
dates. Contact Chris Ronald cjr878@gmail.com or Sheila 
Wilson 212-849-8282. [www.RSCDSNewYork.org] 

JULY 2010 
July 28 Ɗ Aug 1  Wed-Sun.    Nova Scotia BranchInternational 

Scottish Country Dance School  `s Jhmfƍr Dcfdghkk Rbgnnk+
Windsor, NS. Sponsored by Nova Scotia Branch RSCDS. 
Classes: Intermediate, Experienced Social, Advanced Tech-
nique, Youth (ages 8-03(+ Ltrhbh`mrƍ bk`rr enq `mxnmd `k,
ready playing for classes. Classes on sprung floors with air 

conditioning. Live music for all events. Teachers: Ron Wal-
lace, Gary Thomas, Norah Link, Merrill Heubach (Young 
Odnokdƍr Bk`rr(+ Jdhsg Rlhsg+ 'Ltrhb Bk`rr(- Ltrhbh`mr9 
Hood, Wink and Swagger, (Ron Wallace, Gary Thomas, 

Steve Wyrick) The Macadians, Keith Smith, Kim Holmes, 
Duncan Keppie, Helen Murray. Excursion (Winery Tour, 

History Tour or Nature Tour). Early bird special rate for 

registration before Nov. 1, 2009 . Contact Lydia Hedge  

(Continued from page 4) 

Happy New Year, Branch Members  

Report from Corresponding Secretary Donna Weidenfeller  

Robert Mackay, one of our delegates to the AGM held in Novem-

ber, 2009 sent me a brief summary of the highlights of this annual 

meeting. The official report will be available within the next few 

months. This years Scroll recipients were Jean Conway, Canberra; 

Pat Coyle, TAC; Geoffrey Selling, Delaware Valley; Barbara Peel, 

York; Dorothy Hamilton, Glasgow; Isobel MacPherson, Toronto 

and Jean Sim, Callander. 

The Trustees' Annual Report and Accounts were presented by the 

Finance Convener, William White. Since the Accounts were pub-

lished the stock market has improved , the Schools' Finances have 

greatly improved and membership income has increased. £50,000 
has been taken from the Jean Milligan Fund to record the final 7 

books. This is in order as the fund is not a closed fund and the 

Trustees decided this was a good use of the money. Further a large 

part of the fund (£100,000) came from Kitty Mclauchlan's legacy 

and she wished the money to be used for music purposes. The 

Trustees agreed that the Jean Milligan fund would never fall below 

£100,000. 

There were two unexpected items: 

1. Website and database are being updated to make them more 

user friendly (!!!). This has not been budgeted and is estimated to 

cost £20,000. 

2.The Convener in conjunction with tax professionals has been 

able to reclaim VAT amounting to £70,000 with a further 

£100,000 still to come. This was due to incorrect calculation with 

St Andrews University and should have been spotted in previous 

years. It will certainly help in the meantime. 

The future of the General Purposes and Finance Committee has 

been considered. No one was willing  to stand as Convener Elect 

and it has been decided that all the Accounting should be carried 

out by Liz Foster. Other areas will probably be moved to Exami-

nations and Membership Services Committees and it would seem 

that this Committee will disappear.  

On a question it was stated that money from the sale of CD's 
funded by the Jean Milligan Fund would go into the General 

Funds. 

Regarding elections: There were only two nominations for four 

places on Management Board, Keith Stacey (Gatehouse) and 

Elaine Wilde (Croydon). The Board will co-opt if necessary. 

One nomination for Convener-Elect of Education and Training : 

Diane Rooney (Cheshire) 

The three members elected to Education and Training were An-

drew Nolan, (Edinburgh and London), Gillian Frew (Glasgow), 

Margaret Baker (Leamington Spa). 

There were no nominations for Convener Elect of GP & F. 

One nomination for GP&F committee- Colin McEwen (London). 

Two members elected to Membership Services: Frank Thom-

son and Sheila West. 

The two motions on Subscriptions were carried with no discus-

sion. 

The Amendment to the Amendment to the Constitution was put 
first and was carried by a majority. This was a long and com-

plicated document. Thank you Tom for wading through it so 

that the branch committee could could make an informed deci-

sion as to how to advise our delegates.  

Ruth Beattie is the Chair Elect. 

 

mailto:cjr878@gmail.com
http://www.RSCDSNewYork.org
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APRIL 2010 
3, Sa: 1:30PM BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, location to be 

announced. Info: dahurtig@hotmail.com 
3, Sa: 6:45-7:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF MONTHLY PARTY 

DANCES, taught by teachers from the hosting classes, at 
Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefield Rd, Palo 
Alto. 

3, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at Lucie Stern Community 
Center, 1305 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, hosted by Campbell 
Class & Red Thistle. dancingsands@hotmail.com 

18, Su: 1:30-4:30 PM DEVISOR OF THE MONTH CLASS at The 
Carriage House at Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 Watkins Ave, 
Atherton, CA. For Intermediate and Advanced level 
dancers. $8. Taught by Paula Jacobson and Lin Pettengill. 
Info: Paula 831-688-8295 or Lin 650-728-9105 

MAY 2010 
1, Sa: 1:30PM BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, location to be 

decided. Info: dahurtig@hotmail.com 

1, Sa: 6:45-7:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF MONTHLY PARTY 
DANCES, taught by teachers from the hosting classes, at 
Temple Methodist Church, 1111 Junipero Serra Blvd., San 
Francisco. 

1, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at Temple Methodist Church, 
1111 Junipero Serra Blvd., San Francisco, hosted by the 
San Francisco Class and New World Dancers. 
dancingsands@hotmail.com 

16, Su: 1:30-4:30 PM DEVISOR OF THE MONTH CLASS at The 
Carriage House at Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 Watkins Ave, 
Atherton, CA. For Intermediate and Advanced level 
dancers. $8. Taught by Paula Jacobson and Lin Pettengill. 
Info: Paula 831-688-8295 or Lin 650-728-9  

(Continued from page 3) 
The Magic of the Great Hall  

My name is Jimmie and I live in Los Angeles. I'd like to share 

my feelings of Asilomar this year; there was something very 

special about this particular weekend which I have not experi-

enced in many years. It was this magical feeling of the entire 

weekend flowing together which is almost beyond any expres-

sion of words. This committee and volunteers wove a tapestry 

that showed off the brilliance of the Great Hall, the dancers, and 

musicians. Friday started the event with fantastic music and a 

great job by the MC. On Saturday I watched the classes; our 

gifted teachers were able to challenge and move the dancers to 
their highest denominator. In fact the entire weekend demon-

strated the excellence of the dancers in the Bay area and beyond. 

The level of dancing was extremely high in concert with the 

music; the phrasing and covering were at their highest. If anyone 

has any questions see my DVD 1. 

I like the rituals of Asilomar which reportedly are similar to St. 

Andrews; though I still have not attended. And I appreciate it 

takes a lot of work by a community of dedicated people whose 

only goal is to present the best of all possibilities for this event.  

I watched Saturday afternoon as the floral decorator worked her 

magic; the overall effect created an ambiance that transformed 
the lovely Merrill hall into something greater than itself which 

became more apparent when I walked into the soirée that eve-

ning. Speaking of which, the sounds of the harp at this soirée 

were heavenly; she set an elegant tone for the evening to follow. 

And what an evening!! The dancing was spectacular; some of 

the best I have observed. Our band of musicians played in con-

cert; allowing the dancers to flow through the dances. The MCs 

again effortlessly briefed the dances. And there we were; a hall 

full of all the glamour which had a timelessness about it. The 

ball concluded as the dancers strolled over to the ceilidh. And 

upon my arrival the fun was well in hand. Thanks to the two 

MCs who kept us on track with the acts.  

Suddenly it's Sunday and the rituals of good bye began. I loved 

seeing so many friends this year and I was pleased to be in atten-

dance at Asilomar.  

I was able to capture most of the events on DVD which I am 

willing to share with anyone interested. All I ask is a donation to 

the children's fund. 

I have to once again applaud this committee who made this 

weekend seem like a seamless effort. 

See you in 2010! 

P.S.: Special noteðthe future of Scottish Country dancing lies 

within the young adults; see Book One, Dance One: Petronella. 

Musician Workshop and Dance,  

Saturday March 13, 2010 

 
The RSCSD-SF Branch is sponsoring a musician work-

shop and dance with David Knight (fiddle) and Liz 

Donaldson (piano).   Both events will be held at the Ar-

lington Community Church Hall, 52 Arlington Ave., Ken-

sington (just North of Berkeley).  The musician workshop 

will run from 10 a.m. ï 4 p.m., and the dance will be from 

7 p.m. ï 10 p.m.  The focus of the workshop will be play-

ing as an ensemble for Scottish country dancing.  All mu-
sicians interested in or actively playing for Scottish coun-

try dancing are invitedðprior experience helpful but not 

essential.  (See separate flyer for registration information).  

 

The dance is open to all and will feature David and Liz, 

with participation by workshop attendees.  The program 

will be largely comprised of dances from recent branch 

events.   Details will follow in early 2010.  

mailto:dahurtig@hotmail.com
mailto:dancingsands@hotmail.com
mailto:dahurtig@hotmail.com
mailto:dancingsands@hotmail.com
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Teacher Candidate Classes offered by TAC  

TAC (Teacher's Association Canada) will be running Teacher 

Candidate classes this coming summer at Wilfrid Laurier Univer-

sity, Waterloo, Ontario, between August 1st and August 15th 

2010. This is in conjunction with TAC summer School, which 

takes place during the second week. 

 

Unit 2 (Dance): Evening, August 1st  - August 6th 

Unit 3 (Teaching): Evening, August 6th - August 14th 

Unit 5 (Teaching): Evening, August 1st ðAugust 12th 

 
Applications for the Part 1 courses to be received by the TAC 

exam Coordinator by April 15th 2010. Applications for the Part 2 

course to be received by the TAC exam Coordinator by December 

1st 2010. Unit 4 records are due in Edinburgh by January 31st 

2010. Unit 1 (written) is offered twice every year, in February and 

October, and can be sat in the candidateôs own area. 

 

TAC Exam Co-ordinator: Deirdre MacCuish Bark 

barkd@rogers.com     905-822-1707 

 

More information on the TAC Web-site www.tac-rscds.org 
 

ple not involved in the resuscitation to please take their belongings 

and clear the area and reconvene in the registration building. 

Sheena MacQueen kicked into ñschool teacher on the playgroundò 

mode and cleared the floor and directed people outside. Other peo-
ple watched at the doorways, ready to direct the ambulance & 

emergency personnel to the scene when they arrived, as other folks 

took care of Jenniferôs husband, Don. Margaret Mitchell got her 

room key and went to get her purse and ID to go with her to the 

hospital. The ambulance and Fire Department arrived and her care 

was transferred to the paramedics. She was transported to the hos-

pital in stable condition. 

 I called the Emergency Room physician later to give him informa-

tion on what had happened and to check on her. He told me that 

the entire staff thought that it was a ñmedical miracleò that she had 

survived. I told him that he just doesnôt know Scottish Country 

Dancers. 

You canôt just buy an AED, and think that that will suffice. You 

have to have a CPR class, a plan, and people who are trained in its 

use and familiar with the procedure to follow in case something 

happens 

Before leaving for Asilomar, I had received notification that I had 

to update our policy and procedures with the state of California. 

We are recognized by the State as an AED provider and are re-

quired to update our policies with them once a year, which I did. I 

also thought that it would be a good idea to publish these proce-

dures in the R&S as a reminder to the branch members who were 

trained at our CPR class, and for those people who had received 
their CPR training elsewhere. But I thought it could wait until after 

Asilomar and that I would just do it when I came home. I had just 

reviewed our procedure in my email to our AED vendor, Health 

Education Services, who forwarded it to the State, so it was fresh 

in my mind. 

What is our procedure if someone suffers a cardiac arrest during a 

dance? 

First, call for help. We did that. Second, start CPR. We did that. 

Third, get the AED. We did that. (At our CPR training class we 

decided that the AED would be at the sign-in table with the first-

aid supplies at every dance). Fourth, have the person at the micro-

phone make an announcement to clear the floor. We did that. 
Fifth, have someone waiting to direct the ambulance crew to the 

patient. We did that. Incidentally, the AED contains an extra set of 

pads so it was restocked after we used it so it was ready to be used 

again, if needed. 

Many people were involved in this successful resuscitation and I 

apologize if I forgot to include your name, but we have a lot to be 

proud of. The successful outcome of this event started with the 

Branch Committee making the decision to purchase the AED and 

sponsor a CPR class. Next, the people who attended the CPR class 

and practiced just such a scenario. Then the people in her set who 

recognized the problem immediately and called for help. Then 

(Continued from page 1) everyone who stayed calm, worked as a team, remembered their 

training, and took care of the situation. 

I would also like to thank our Friday night musicians, Deby, Dave 

and Ralph. They stayed on stage throughout the entire event. 

Later, after the ambulance had gone, when several of us were gath-
ering up our things, we realized that they were quietly playing a 

beautiful waltz, restoring a sense of calm to Merrill hall. 

An event like this is upsetting. Many people told me that they felt 

helpless. One thing you can do is talk about what happened with 

people that you trust. You can also be reassured the she was being 

well taken care of by her fellow dancers. So many people stepped 

up to help. We should all be very proud of our Branch committee 

for having the foresight to prepare for a situation that we hoped 

would never happen. Most importantly, we should be proud of our 

fellow dancers who, without hesitation, stepped up to take care of 

one of their own. Because of you, Jennifer is now out of the hospi-

tal, at home, recovering. 

If you felt helpless and want to know what to do in the future, 

weôre going to do another CPR/AED class in January, before the 

Monthly party in Alameda. In the meantime, here is an online 

demo of how to use our AED: www.Philips.com/OnSiteDemo 

Stay tuned for further details on the CPR class. 

Yours Aye, 

Mark Caplin PA-C, MICP 

sailmedic@earthlink.net 

AED Program Coordinator 

mailto:barkd@rogers.com
http://www.tac-rscds.org
http://www.philips.com/OnSiteDemo
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Want to learn how to use the Branchôs AED? 

 
Come and learn how to save a life 

 
The RSCDS San Francisco Branch  

In association with  

Health Education Services  

Presents  

òRSCPRó 

CPR/AED Training #2  

 

Saturday, January 9, 2010  

2:00 -6:00pm  

Alameda Masonic Hall, Alameda* 
*Before the January monthly party 

Wear comfortable clothes for practicing 

 

Cost $30 for Branch members, $59 for non-members 
Teachers are strongly urged to attend  

Deadline is December 26 so we can get a head countÀ 
ÀLast minute add-ons are ok 

Questions?  

Contact Mark Caplin 

sailmedic@earthlink.net or 510-816-1405 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Name_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone number_____________________Email address_________________________________ 

 

Please detach and mail along with a check for $30 or $59 payable to ñRSCDS San Francisco Branchò to: 

 RSCPR 
C/O Mark Caplin 

20 Littlefield Terrace 

San Francisco, CA 94107 






