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The Annual Valentineôs Ball 2010 

Save the date and mark your calendars for é..  

February 20th 2010 

 

The Valentineôs Ball is a glittering occasion where we can 

celebrate our love of dancing, and the music that inspires 

our dance.  It is a gala event held annually at the Scottish 

Rite Center on Lake Merritt in Oakland, California. 

The evening begins with a sherry social and finishes with a 

midnight supper. It is the perfect way to celebrate your love 

of Scottish Country Dancing. 

The aim of the Valentineôs Ball committee is, of course, for 

a spectacular evening for all, including our newer dancers, 

and those who visit from outside of the area. 

Further information will be available in October.  If you 

have any questions meanwhile, please contact Janet Kita-

jima at (650) 567-9285 or by email at janetkita-

jima@sbcglobal.net 

View from the Chair 

By Tom Ward  

Welcome, fellow dancers, to a new year of Scottish Country 

Dancing!  I feel very honored to be entrusted to chair the 

Branch Committee for the coming year.  I think this is a good 

time to See Where We Stand, and to Look Forward just a bit. 

We just finished our annual Membership drive.  We have 311 

members in the San Francisco Branch.  This is down slightly 

from last year, when we 319.  We have 17 new members this 

year, but 25 of last yearôs members have not renewed.  The 

reasons for not renewing are probably as varied as our people, 

but it seems likely that the recession and the passage of time 

for all of us are having an impact. 

The recession has been hard on all of us.  Even those of us with 

steady jobs donôt know what ñsteadyò means anymore.  Weôre 

all being more cautious, picking and choosing how we spend 

money, and thinking more carefully about ñnecessity vs. lux-

uryò.  In these troubled times, though, it is more important than 

ever to stay active, keep moving, and dance.  There has been 

many an evening when going to dancing picked me up after a 

horrid day.  So letôs all reach out and make sure our friends 

come to classes and stay involved!  More Dancers: More Fun! 

On the demographic side, weôre starting to move through what 

I call the ñBaby Thudò.  At 50, Iôm a young ñBoomerò.  Most 
of our new dancers are either very young, in their teens and 

preteens, or in their 30s or 40s.  It is the latter age group, born 

after the Baby Boom, which is very small right now.  At the 

same time, many of our senior dancers are starting to slow 

down and step back a bit.  The cure for this is to be active in 

our recruiting.  Again, reaching out and grabbing friends and 

associates is our best bet for maintaining our community.  In a 

few years, the ñBaby Echoò (including my daughters) will 

come back from college, and hopefully will be within reach of 

one of our Classes. 

Some concern has been voiced about the value of Membership 

in the larger Society based in Scotland.  As you are all aware, 
Branch and Society Membership are linked, so we all pay dues 

for both.  What is the value of the Society to the average 

dancer?  After all, they are 6,000 miles away.  What do the do 

for us?  Do they even know weôre here?  Their operations seem 

awfully old-fashioned and dysfunctional.  Is this the best way 

to spend our money?  I would like to respond to these oft-heard 

grumbles, and clarify what I think we gain from continued So-

ciety membership. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Advance Notice 

New Class beginning in January! 

 
Mark your calendars for a fun new ñDevisor of the Monthò 

class that starts in January. Taught by Lin Pettengill and 

Paula Jacobson, the class will be held in the historic Car-

riage House in Holbrook Palmer Park, Atherton, the third 

Sunday afternoon of each month January through May 

(except for February, when class will be held 2/7). The class 
is open to intermediate level dancers and above. Flyers 

available soon and full details in the next R & S.  
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Monthly Parties 
December Monthly Party 

7:30 p.m., Saturday, December 5, 2009 

San Mateo Masonic, 100 N. Ellsworth, San Mateo Street 

Host: Mountain View 

 

Dance Source Type Level 

Miss Allie Anderson RSCDS Leaflet 14 32 J 3 B/I 

The Camp of Pleasure 15/4   32 S 2 B/I 

Inverneill House 35/2   32 R 3 I/A 

Huntly Castle  Drewry/Canadian 32 S 3 I/A 

Westôs Hornpipe 5 for 1965 32 H 4 I 

 

Middling, Thank You 15/8   40 J 3 B/I 

The Marquis of Lorne+ MMM(2)  32 S 3 B 

Dance Lieber+ Wilson/Measures of Pleasure 32 J 4 I/A 

John McAlpin  RSCDS 3 Dances by Hugh Foss 32 S 3 I 

The Grassmarket Reel 5 Dances 2009 32 R round B 
 

Mary Erskine+ Goldring/15 Social 32 H 3 I 

The Spirit of the Dance+ Patterson/TAC 50 32 S 3  A 

Major Ian Stewart 35/4   32 J 3 A 

The Craven Strathspey Haynes/Carnforth 1 32 S 3 I 

Mairiôs Wedding+ Cosh/22 SCD 40 R 3 I 

+ new this month 

January Monthly Party  

7:30 p.m., Saturday, January 9, 2010 

Alameda Masonic, 2312 Alameda Avenue, Alameda 

Host: Berkeley 
 

Dance Source Type Level 

The Machine without Horses+ 12/12 32 J 3 B 

The Marquis of Lorne MMM(2)  32 S 3 B 

Mary Erskine Goldring/15 Social 32 H 3 I 

The Craven Strathspey Haynes/Carnforth 1 32 S 3 I 

Westôs Hornpipe 5 for 1965 32 H 4 I 

 

Dance Lieber Wilson/Measures of Pleasure 32 J 4 I/A 

The Camp of Pleasure 15/4  32 S 2 B/I 

Major Ian Stewart 35/4  32 J 3 A 

The Spirit of the Dance Patterson/TAC 50 32 S 3  A 
The White Cockade+ 5/11  32 R 3 B 

 

Middling, Thank You 15/8  40 J 3 B/I 

The Valentine+ 5 Dances 2009 32 S 3 I 

Yeôre Welcome, Charly Stuart+ 7/1  32 R 3 I  

Up in the Air+ 20/2  32 S 3  I 

Mairiôs Wedding Cosh/22 SCD 40 R 3 I 

+ new this month 

How To Get There: 

SAN MATEO MASONIC  

From Highway 101 North or South: 

Take the 3rd Avenue exit west to Ells-

worth. Turn right and follow Ellsworth 

to the corner of Tilton Street. Nearby 

neighborhood street parking only. 

 

 

ALAMEDA MASONIC TEMPLE  

(between Park and Oak Streets). 

FROM THE SOUTH:  Take 880 

North, exit at High Street (south of the 

Bay Bridge) and drive west across the 

High Street bridge into Alameda. Con-

tinue on High Street for about six 

blocks and turn right on Central Ave-

nue. Go for another 10 blocks to Park 

Street (with traffic light, past Park Ave-

nue). Turn left on Park Street, go one 

block and turn right on Alameda Ave-

nue. The Masonic Temple is on the left 

about ½ block before Oak Street. 

FROM THE NORTH:  Take 880 

South and exit at 23rd Avenue. When 

you have crossed the bridge going west, 

you will be on Park Avenue. Continue 

on Park until you come to Alameda 

Avenue and turn right. There is free 

parking after 6:00 p.m. in a city lot 

right across the street from the Temple, 

but accessible only from Central Ave-

nue, one block east. You can turn right 

from Alameda onto Oak, right on Cen-

tral and right into the lot, after about ½ 

blockïor just drive straight across Park 

the lot after about ½ block, and walk to 

the Temple at the far end of the lot. The 

party will be in the Banquet Room on 

the fourth floor. There is an elevator. 
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OCTOBER 2009 
3, Sa: 6:45-7:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF MONTHLY 

PARTY DANCES by teachers of the hosting class, at 
Mountain View Masonic Hall, 890 Church St., 
Mountain View. 

3, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at Mountain View 
Masonic Hall, 890 Church St., Mountain View, hosted 
by San Jose Class. dancingsands@hotmail.com  

10, Sa: 1-5 PM ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW Ɗ 
ODMHMRTK@ 0- @s Rs- L`qjƍr Bgtqbg+ 5// Bnknq`cn
Ave, Palo Alto 94705. Teacher, Paula Jacobson 
Information: 650-365-5574 or artdiver@att.net 

11, Su: 1-5 PM ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW Ɗ EAST BAY 
0- @s Rs- Bkdldmsƍr Bgtqbg+ 1726 Bk`qdlnms Akuc-
Berkeley 94306. Teacher, Bruce Herbold Information: 
650-365-5574 or artdiver@att.net 

17, Sa: 1-5 PM ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW Ɗ 
ODMHMRTK@ 1- @s Rs- L`qjƍr Bgtqbg+ 5// Bnknq`cn
Ave, Palo Alto 94705. Teacher, Paula Jacobson 
Information: 650-365-5574 or artdiver@att.net 

18, Su: 1-5 PM ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW Ɗ EAST BAY 
1- @s Rs- Bkdldmsƍr Bgtqbg+ 1726 Bk`qdlnms Akuc-+
Berkeley 94306. Teacher, Bruce Herbold Information: 
650-365-5574 or artdiver@att.net 

14+ Rt9 0/ @L SD@BGDQRƍ BNLLHSSDD LDDSHMF `s
the home of Mariana and Alex Harvey. Info: Kathy 
Allen: 408-252-8406 kathyallien@gmail.com 

25, Su: 1-4ol SD@BGDQRƍ E@KK VNQJRGNO+ Rs- L`qj&r
Episcopal Church, 600 Colorado Ave, Palo Alto. Info: 
Kathy Allen: 408-252-8406 kathyallien@gmail.com 

27, Tu: 7-9 PM CROCKETT CLASS PARTY Ɗ all invited! 
Live Music! At Crockett Community Center, 850 
Pomona St., Crockett. Information: Sandee: Sandra-
sue@msn.com 

30, Fr thru 1 Nov. Su: ANNUAL ASILOMAR WORKSHOPS 
AND BALL Information: Julee Montes: julm-
hcs@pacbell.net  

NOVEMBER 2009 

1, Su: Last day of ASILOMAR WORKSHOPS. See October 
listing. 

7, Sa: 1:30 PM BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, location 
TBA. Information: 408-248-1178 or 
dahurtig@hotmail.com 

7, Sa: 6:45-7:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF MONTHLY 
PARTY DANCES, taught by teachers from the hosting 
classes, at Alameda Masonic Hall, 2312 Alameda 
Ave., Alameda. 

7, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY, at Alameda Masonic 
Hall, 2312 Alameda Ave., Alameda, hosted by 
Lafayette/Livermore Classes. 
dancingsands@hotmail.com  

24, Tu: 7-9 PM CROCKETT CLASS PARTY Ɗ all invited! 
Live Music! At Crockett Community Center, 850 
Pomona St., Crockett. Information: Sandee: Sandra-
sue@msn.com 

DECEMBER 2009 
5, Sa: 6:45-7:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF MONTHLY 

PARTY DANCES by teachers of the hosting class, at 
San Mateo Masonic Temple, 100 N. Ellsworth, San 
Mateo. 

5, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at San Mateo 
Masonic Temple, 100 N. Ellsworth, San Mateo, 
hosted by Mountain View Class. 
dancingsands@hotmail.com 

12, Sa: 6:00 PM BERKELEY SCOTTISH DANCERS 
HOLIDAY PARTY at Arlington Community Church, 
52 Arlington Ave, Kensington, CA. 7:30 PM Caroling, 
8:00 PM Dancing. Information: Dwayne McQuilliams 
boldmary@aol.com 

14, Mo: 7:30-10 PM SAN JOSE CLASS HOLIDAY 
PARTY, American Legion Hall, 1504 Minnesota Ave, 
San Jose. Info: Kathy Allen: 408-252-8406 
kathyallien@gmail.com 

17, Th: 7:45 PM: SAN FRANCISCO CLASS WINTER 
SOLSTICE PARTY, with Live Music, at Noe Valley 
Ministry, 1021 Sanchez at 23rd, San Francisco. Info: 
415-841-9456, 415-333-9372, or thenea@gmail.com 

26, Sa: 8-11:30 PM LAFAYETTE TWEEN PARTY, at 
@k`ln Vnldmƍr Bkta+ 03/0 C`muhkkd Akuc+ @k`ln B@
94507. Contact: Witsie McKelvy, 
witken@astound.net   

JANUARY 2010  
9, Sa: 2:00-4:30 PM BALL GOWN SALE AND TEA 

PARTY at 1324 Bay View Place, Berkeley.  Donation 
$3 for Scholarship Fund. Information: Susie Langdon 
Kass: susielangdonkass@gmail.com 

9, Sa: 6:45-7:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF MONTHLY 
PARTY DANCES, taught by teachers from the 
hosting class, Alameda Masonic Hall, 2312 Alameda 
Ave, Alameda, CA. 

9, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at Alameda Masonic 
Hall, 2312 Alameda Ave, Alameda, CA, hosted by 
Berkeley Class. dancingsands@hotmail.com 

(Continued on page 6) 
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QRBCR DUDMSR DKRDVGDQD Ɣ 1//8- 2010  
Revised 9/30/09 Å Compiled by Mimi Mueller   mimimueller@juno.com  

Limited information only. For more information on these and other events,  

try the Inter-City Scot: www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php and individual contacts noted.  

OCTOBER  2009 
2-4  Fri-Sun,        Manitou Beach (SK) Saskatchewan 

Branch Workshop at Danceland & Manitou Springs 
Spa. Sponsored by RSCDS Saskatchewan Branch. 
Fri: ceilidh 8pm; Sat: classes 9am-noon, 1-3pm; din-
ner & dance 6pm. Teachers: Mary Murray, James 
Kutzner. Music: Ken Nattrass, Ron Krug. Classes: 
comfortable attire, Dance: more formal attire. 
Cdn$145. Registration fee includes all meals. Rooms 
have been reserved at the spa @ $84.95 per night 
(two double beds and spa pass). Contact Workshop 
Registrar 306-244-8283 workshop@rscdsSask.org. 
www.rscdsSaskatchewan.org 

2-4 Fri-Sun.      Ottawa (ON) Ottawa Valley Dance Scot-
tish) Weekend at Ashbury College, 362 Mariposa 
Ave. Sponsored by Ottawa Valley Dance Scottish. Fri: 
Concert 8-10pm; Sat: classes 9am-2:15, dinner 6pm, 
Gala dance 7:30; Sun class 10-12. Teachers: Eric 
Finley, Mairi Hand, Bill Zobel. Music: Muriel Johns-
tone,  Keith Smith. Semi/Formal attire. Lunch Sat & 
Sun, dinner Sat. Cdn$140. Contact Jody & Craig Wil-
liams 613-592-2099 613-254-7242 (fax) 
info@OttawaDanceScottish.org. 
[www.OttawaDanceScottish.org] 

16-18  Fri-Sun     Houston (TX) Houston & District 
Branch RSCDS Ball & Workshop at Rice Memorial 
Center, 6100 Main St. Sponsored by Houston and 
District Branch RSCDS. Fri: Ball walk thru 7pm; Sat: 
classes 9-11:30am, 12:30pm-2:30pm, Ball 7:30-11pm. 
Teacher: Rebecca Blackhall-Peters. Music: Hugh Mor-
rison, Judi Nicolson, Kendall Rogers. Formal optional 
attire. After Party. US$75/85. Contact Marilyn Johnson 
713-661-1549 mj@marilynjohnson.info. [http://
pensionpro.tripod.com/
houstonrscds/2009workshopballflyer.pdf] 

16-18  Fri-Sun     Burlington (ON) RSCDS Hamilton 
Branch Annual Weekend at Burlington Seniors Cen-
tre, 2285 New St. Sponsored by RSCDS Hamilton 
Branch. Fri: 7:30pm Registration, 8-10pm Welcome 
Dance, 10:30-midnight Ceildh; Sat: 8:30am Registra-
tion. Teachers: Alison Russell (Ayr, Scotland), Arthur 
McNair (Pittsburgh, PA). Music: Bobby Brown and the 
Scottish Accent. Classes: semi-formal attire, Ball: for-
mal attire. Fri: finger food; Sat: catered lunch, formal 
dinner; Sun: lunch & wine tasting. Cdn$135. Optional 
Wine Tour. Contact Scott Reid 905-332-2049 ca-
terstoall@hotmail.com or Errol Ellis 905-525-7447 
berrole@look.ca. [www.RSCDSHamilton.org] 

NOVEMBER  2009 
6-7  Fri-Sat,         Bellingham (WA) Bellingham Work-

shop and Ball. Sponsored by Bellingham Scottish 
Country Dancers. Fri: Welcome Social 7-10pm; Sat: 
Classes & Options 9:30am-4pm, Reception 6:30, Ball 
7:45pm. Teachers: Robert McOwen, Mairi Hand, 
Heather Graham.  Music: Calum MacKinnon, Susan 
Worland, Lisa Scott, Ginny Snowe. Ball: formal attire. 
Reception before Ball, light buffet at Ball. Cdn$70 
US$65. Three levels of classes. Saturday afternoon 
options including Afternoon Tea, Foot Reflexology, and 
Whisky Tasting. Contact Helen Packer (Registrar) 360-
738-9788 helen43oz@yahoo.com or Mary Anderson 
360-733-9084 AndersonMary4@aol.com. 
[www.bellinghamSCD.org] 

6-8  Fri-Sun,      Kingston (ON) Annual Workshop and 
Ball at Frontenac Secondary School, 1789 Bath Rd. 
Sponsored by RSCDS Kingston Ontario Branch. Fri: 
Social dance; Sat: Classes & Ball; Sun: Class & 
Brunch. Teachers: Craig & Jodie Williams & Kay 
Munn. Music: Bobby Brown and The Scottish Accent. 
Classes-Informal attire; Ball-Formal attire. Friday: Fin-
ger food; Sat: Lunch, dinner; Sun: Brunch. Cdn$140. 
Contact Barb Parker 613-544-0624 regis-

trar@rscdskingston.org. [www.rscdsKingston.org] 
13-15   Fri-Sun,    Alexandria (VA) Argyle XXVI. The Du-

rant Center, 1605 Cameron St. Sponsored by Northern 
Virginia Scottish Country Dancers. Fri: Welcome dance 
8:30pm; Sat: classes 9am-12:30pm, Ball review 
1:30pm, Ball 7:30-11pm. Teachers: Ann Dix (London) 
& Geoffrey Selling (Philadelphia). Fri music: Waverley 
Station; Sat music: Terpsichore, Sun music: Liz 
Donaldson & David Knight. Welcome dance: semi-
formal attire, Ball: evening formal attire. Saturday 
breakfast & lunch and Sunday brunch provided. Contri-
butions to tea tables at the dances gratefully accepted. 
Contact Eva Lanyi 703-922-1713 elanyi@cox.net. 

13-15  Fi-Sun         Gainesville (FL) North Florida Fall 
Ball and Workshop at University of Florida. Spon-
sored by Gainesville SCD Society. Fri: Welcome 
Dance 8pm; Sat: class 9am-1pm, Ball 7:30pm. 
Teacher: Steven Rusche. Music: The MacRowdie 
Ceilidh Band. Ball: Semi-formal attire. Breakfast and 
lunch, buffet during Ball intermission. US$65. Contact 
Norma Wilson gainesvillescd@yahoo.com. 
[www.rscdsorlandobranch.org]  

(Continued on page 5) 
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DECEMBER  2009 
5-6   Sat-Sun,       Austin (TX) St Andrews Ball at Senior 

Activity Center.  Sponsored by Austin Scottish Country 
Dancers. Sat: Ball 6-10pm, after-party 10-12pm; Sun: 
dutch brunch 10:30am-12:30pm. Music: John Taylor, 
Lyle Ramshaw. Semi-formal attire. Light finger buffet 
at ball; dinner buffet after ball at the Ballroom in the 
Sky; dutch brunch at Panera Bread on Sunday morn-
ing. US$35. Contact Diane Nousanen 
dianen@austinscd.org or Sarah Harriman 
sarah@austinscd.org. [www.austinscd.org] 

Dec 28 ï Jan 5, 2010   Mon-Tue     New Zealand Branch 
Summer School Akoranga, North Shore City, Auk-
land, NZ.  Sponsored by New Zealand Branch 
RSCDS. Classes for all levels of dancers and young 
dancers. Classes for band and class musicians. 

See website at ssakl.rscdsnzb.org.nz. 

JANUARY 2010  
29-31 Fri-Sun RSCDS Edinburgh Branch Workshop/

Ball at Fairmont-St. Andrews Hotel, a 5 star hotel. 
Graham Donald, teacher.  
www.rscdsedinburgh.org/weekendaway 

FEBRUARY  2010  
12-14  Fri-Sun,    Honolulu (HI) Aloha Winter Weekend 

Workshop at Ala Wai Golf Club Ballroom & other lo-
cations. Sponsored by Hawaii, RSCDS Branch. Fri. 
dance 6:30-9:00pm; Sat: classes 9am-2pm, evening 
dance; Sun: class 10am-noon, ceilidh. Teachers: 
Bruce Herbold, David Newitt, Patti Cobb. Music: 
Humuhumunukunukuapua'a & Strathspey Society 
Band. Social dances - dressy attire, classes & ceilidh 
- casual attire. Fri: snack; Sat: continental breakfast, 
lunch, dinner; Sun: continental breakfast, dinner. 
US$155 RSCDS members, US$170 non-members, or 
prorated for individual events. These three excellent 
instructors return to Hawaii, with their band, for the 
4th year in a row, creating a fun-filled learning experi-
ence. Contact Melissa Lindsay 808-256-3347 808-
261-3311(fax) MLindsay@hawaii.rr.com or Bruce 
McEwan 808-538-7707. [www.rscdshawaii.org] 

19-21   Fri-Sun,      Edmonton (AB) RSCDS Edmonton 
Caledonian Branch 40th Annual Workshop and 
Ball at Sutton Place Hotel. Sponsored by RSCDS 
Edmonton Caledonian Branch. Fri: ceilidh 7:00-10pm; 
Sat: classes 8:45am; Ball reception 6pm. Teachers: 
Pat Coyle, Mary Murray, Elinor Vandergrift, Ron Wal-
lace. Music: Murial Johnstone, Keith Smith, Gary 
Thomas, Christine Baker. Semi-formal attire. Finger 
foods ceilidh, lunch Saturday, dinner Saturday, Sun-
day coffee & muffins. Cdn$130. Contact Deborah 
Anne Rumsey 780-462-9372 deb-
bie.rumsey@gov.ab.ca or Irene Townshend 780-430-
0412 townshend@shaw.ca. 
[www.rscdsEdmonton.org] 

(Continued from page 4) APRIL  2010  
Apr 30-May 2    Fri-Sun,   Avalon, Catalina Island (CA) 

Catalina Island Workshop & Ball, Catalina Canyon 
Resort & Spa, Casino Ballroom. Sponsored by RSCDS 
Southern California Interbranch. Fri: 3pm check-in; Sat: 
classes/ball; Sun: morning classes. Teachers: Elaine 
Brunken, Eric Finley, Marjorie McLaughlin. Music: Fid-
dlesticks & Ivory. US$395. Formal attire for Ball. Fri: 
Light Supper; Sat: Full breakfast & dinner at ball; Sun: 
full breakfast.. Transportation to the island not included. 
Ferry information at website. Contact Doris Fisher 310-
782-8300 310-856-8651(fax) doris.fisher@gmail.com. 
[www.rscds-interbranch.org] 

JULY  2010  
July 28 ï Aug 1  Wed-Sun.    Nova Scotia Branch Interna-

tional Scottish Country Dance School at Kingôs 
Edgehill School, Windsor, NS. Sponsored by Nova Sco-
tia Branch RSCDS. Classes: Intermediate, Experienced 
Social, Advanced Technique, Youth (ages 8-14), Musi-
ciansô class for anyone already playing for classes. 
Classes on sprung floors with air conditioning. Live mu-
sic for all events. Teachers: Ron Wallace, Gary Tho-
mas, Norah Link, Merrill Heubach (Young Peopleôs 
Class), Keith Smith, (Music Class). Musicians: Hood, 
Wink and Swagger, (Ron Wallace, Gary Thomas, 
Steve Wyrick) The Macadians, Keith Smith, Kim 
Holmes, Duncan Keppie, Helen Murray. Excursion 
(Winery Tour, History Tour or Nature Tour). Early bird 
special rate for registration before Nov. 1, 2009. 
Contact Lydia Hedge lydiahedge@accesswave.ca  flyer 
with prices, etc. at [www.rscdsnovascotia.ca/iscds10/] 

Teacher Candidate Classes offered by TAC 

TAC (Teacher's Association Canada) will be running Teacher 

Candidate classes this coming summer at Wilfrid Laurier Uni-

versity, Waterloo, Ontario, between August 1st and August 15th 

2010. This is in conjunction with TAC summer School, which 

takes place during the second week. 

 

Unit 2 (Dance): Evening, August 1st  - August 6th 

Unit 3 (Teaching): Evening, August 6th - August 14th 

Unit 5 (Teaching): Evening, August 1st ðAugust 12th 

 
Applications for the Part 1 courses to be received by the TAC 

exam Coordinator by April 15th 2010. Applications for the Part 

2 course to be received by the TAC exam Coordinator by De-

cember 1st 2010. Unit 4 records are due in Edinburgh by Janu-

ary 31st 2010. Unit 1 (written) is offered twice every year, in 

February and October, and can be sat in the candidateôs own 

area. 

 

TAC Exam Co-ordinator: Deirdre MacCuish Bark 

barkd@rogers.com     905-822-1707 

 
More information on the TAC Web-site www.tac-rscds.org 

mailto:dianen@austinscd.org
mailto:sarah@austinscd.org
http://www.austinscd.org/
mailto:MLindsay@hawaii.rr.com
http://www.rscdshawaii.org
mailto:debbie.rumsey@gov.ab.ca
mailto:debbie.rumsey@gov.ab.ca
mailto:townshend@shaw.ca
http://www.rscdsEdmonton.org
mailto:doris.fisher@gmail.com
http://www.rscds-interbranch.org
mailto:lydiahedge@accesswave.ca
mailto:barkd@rogers.com
http://www.tac-rscds.org
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FEBRUARY 2010  
13, Sa: 12:00noon-5:00 PM SOUTH BAY VALENTINE 

BALL PREVIEW at The Villages Clubhouse, San 
Jose. $10. Hosted by the Campbell and San Jose 
classes. Information: Ellen Lovell: 
elovell2001@yahoo.com 

1/+ R`9 6 OL SGD @MMT@K U@KDMSHMDƍR A@KK+ Rgdqqx
Social ~ Midnight Buffet, at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland, CA 94612 Contact Janet 
Kitajima: janetkitajima@sbcglobal.net 

MARCH 2010 
6, Sa: 6:45-7:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF MONTHLY 

PARTY DANCES by teachers of the hosting classes, 
at San Rafael Masonic Hall, 1010 Lootens Pl. at 4th 
St, San Rafael. 

6, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at San Rafael Masonic 
Hall, 1010 Lootens Pl. at 4th St, San Rafael, hosted by 
Santa Rosa and Dunsmuir. 
dancingsands@hotmail.com 

APRIL 2010  
3, Sa: 6:45-7:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF MONTHLY 

PARTY DANCES, taught by teachers from the 
hosting classes, at Lucie Stern Community Center, 
1305 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto. 

3, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at Lucie Stern 
Community Center, 1305 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, 
hosted by Campbell Class & Red Thistle. 

MAY 2010 
1, Sa: 6:45-7:15 PM WALKTHROUGHS OF MONTHLY 

PARTY DANCES, taught by teachers from the 
hosting classes, at Temple Methodist Church, 1111 
Junipero Serra Blvd., San Francisco. 

1, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at Temple Methodist 
Church, 1111 Junipero Serra Blvd., San Francisco, 
hosted by San Francisco Class and New World 
Dancers. 

(Continued from page 3) Coast.  Over the last couple years, however, there has been an 

unprecedented level of outreach from the Society to our Branch 

and to other far-flung Branches.  The Society Chair and other 

officers have visited our Branch to dance, to teach, and to listen.  

We have participated in a number of surveys and new initiatives 
aimed at integrating the wishes of the ex-Scotland Branches into 

the work of the Society.  New voting rules mean weôll have a 

stronger voice.  A leaner, more directed management structure at 

the Society has substantially reduced operating costs, induced 

managerial rigor, and made the Society Board more account-

able.  This year, the Society has take a fresh look at its Constitu-

tion and Rules, and introduced new membership structures 

aimed at increasing participation while balancing costs.  For the 

first time, our Branch has seven new ñYoungò or ñYouthò mem-

bers as a direct result of these improvements.  The Society most 

emphatically knows that we are here, and they are listening most 

attentively. 

Beyond teaching, we can expect more from the Society in pub-

lished dances and music in the coming months.  A recent Soci-

ety-wide program pulled in new dances from SCD choreogra-

phers around the world.  These will be published and made 

available for all our enjoyment.  Many of our best and favorite 

dances come from Far Away, and without the Society, we might 

never see them, or lift our feet to them. 

The Society dues held steady at £15 this year, or about $22 per 

adult.  Letôs give this the ñMaster Card Treatmentò, shall we?  

ñWeekly classes for a year: $200; ghillies: $60; the right socks 

or hose: $25; monthly parties with live music for a year: $240; a 
cool shirt: $25; Branch dues: $25; Society dues: £15; a heart-

stopping reel with sparkling eyes and a big grin at 11 PM on a 

Saturday Night: PRICELESSò.  Join if you can, and dance for 

the shear joy of it!! 

Financially, weôre doing OK.  The recession may chip away at 

the reserves a bit, but not critically so.  We have a strong schol-

arship fund, so if you know someone needing a hand in partici-

pating, help them explore the alternatives.  Weôll probably be 

creating a number of new funds over the coming year that will, 

we hope, increase the reach of our group and our enjoyment of 

our favority activity.  Stay tuned! 

On a final note, weôre looking for some new Volunteers to help 
keep the Branch dancing.  We have so many already, I cannot 

count them all.  They do so many things for us, so smoothly and 

effectively, that we are frequently unaware of the level of effort 

and time being donated on our behalf.  Weôre looking for some 

additional support in the following areas:  Sound Setup for 

Monthly Parties; Publicity Committee; Class Manager Coordi-

nation; Membership Committee; and Bay Area National Dance 

Week Liaison.  If you have talents or interests that lie in these 

directions, and think you can help, please raise your voice and 

make yourself known.  Our Branch volunteers are great people, 

and pretty fun to work with.  As a Branch volunteer, youôll meet 
more people, learn more about what we do, and feel a part of a 

directed and energetic community.  

First and foremost is the high level of teaching we all receive.  

The San Francisco Branch is blessed with 68 members who 

have completed all or most of the Societyôs rigorous Teacher 

training program.  Our classes are incredibly well structured, 
well planned, and well taught.  I have seen numerous new danc-

ers brought from raw ñBeginnerò to ñIntermediateò within the 

space of a single year, ready to participate at parties and Balls, 

ready to make our evenings ever more fun and more colorful.  

The rigor and uniformity of the Societyôs Teaching standards 

make this possible.  Everything from the early evening stretch to 

the seven ways to learn a reel is part of a pattern of instruction 

that brings joy to all of us. 

Yes, the Society is in Scotland, which is Far Away from the Left 

(Continued from page 1) 

mailto:janetkitajima@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dancingsands@hotmail.com
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27 Sleepy Maggie, Timber Ridge 

By Donna Weidenfeller  

This was my address for the 21st anniversary celebration of 

Scottish Weekend workshop and ball. Over the years a few of 

our branch members have represented the West coast at this East 

coast event. This year I attended along with Paula, Lyle, and 

Jewel. It's quite a whirlwind weekend starting with an early 

morning flight, meeting up at Dulles airport, collecting the rental 

car (thank you Lyle), and driving 1.5 hours through the beautiful 

Shenandoah Valley of Virginia to the Timber Ridge Boy Scout 

camp just over the border into West Virginia. It's a long journey 

yet quickly forgotten when we reunite with friends from the East 

coast and beyond and accept their offer of a glass of wine/
beverage.  

There is a core group from local branches who organize the en-

tire event and as we are at a camp ground this requires attention 

to many details; labeling the cabins with names of dances, pro-

viding sheets and towels for those of us who traveled from afar, 

organizing snack food and beverages for the before and after 

parties, and the list goes on and on. Terry Harvey was chair this 

year; he has a great sense of humor so that even general an-

nouncements were funny.  

As always we had a great group of teachers; Graham Donald 

traveled from Wales, Rebecca Hall-Peters from Canada (who 
celebrated a significant birthday), and Mel Briscoe as the local 

teacher. Many of you have had the good fortune to dance/be 

taught by them. Although Rebecca and Mel have taught at Asi-

lomar, this was the first time I had them as teachers; both are 

terrific in their own way. Graham was my teacher at the Buda-

pest and Vienna workshop and knowing he would be at this 

workshop was a strong motivator for me to attend this year. 

The afternoon offered specialty classes; I choose Grahamôs class 

where he taught ñThe Earl of Errolls Reelò. I really liked learn-

ing this unusual (to me) dance; it took a whole hour to learn and 

at the end we decided it would be a fun act for the ceilidh. 

Speaking of the ceilidh; this was one of the best I've attended. 
There was such a variety of acts including a music lesson be-

tween Hanneke and Dave, Scottish dance variations, humorous 

stories, and Ellie Briscoe singing a classical piece with words 

changed to reflect the events of this weekend. To the great sur-

prise of Paula, Jewel, and I; Lyle, Lance, Terry, and Dave re-

wrote the lyrics of the Beach Boys ñCalifornia Girlsò tune, nam-

ing us as the California girls and describing all the humorous 

experiences of this weekend. It was fun for the 3 girls to be 

highlighted. Throughout the weekend many marveled that we 

came from so far away for their workshop and we reminded 

them there is space available at our Asilomar!  

The after ceilidh was great fun too. Hanneke taught a dance she 

devised with Laura Risk featuring the now famous ñtromping 

stepò. A group of students from the University of Maryland 

taught us the German Marcarena or Fliergerlied . Check out the 

YouTube site; there is no way to describe this dance in words. 

I'll just say, it starts out with us lying on the floor.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BxKV0sw7PA  

I've jumped a head a bit by referring to some of the weekend musi-

cians I've yet to list. Timber Ridge also provides music classes 

where several of the guest workshop/ball musicians teach. This 

year Hanneke Cassel, Dave Wiesler, Ralph Gordon, and Etienne 

Ozorak (The Music Makars) were teachers for these classes. David 
Knight, the music director, Liz Donaldson (past music director), 

Earl Gaddis, Ellen Gozion, and a few others also played for classes 

and the ball. The music was fantastic; breath-taking at times. The 

piper, Dan Emery, woke us up each morning (whether we were 

ready or not!), led the grand march, and played with the band at 

the ball for a few of the dances. There were so many musicians; 

they could take turns playing and dancing. I saw David, Hanneke, 

and Etienne dancing in several sets. 

And as often is the case, it poured all day Saturday. There I was in 

my ball gown wearing goulashes and wading through puddles on 

my way to the gym. Not exactly a Vogue photo moment but it's all 

part of the fun and adventure of this weekend.  

Paula Jacobson, Jewell Murphy, Lyle Ramshaw, & Donna 

Weidenfeller at the Scottish Weekend 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BxKV0sw7PA
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CALL FOR EXAMINERS  
Helen Russell Convenor,  

Education & Training Committee  
 

    Expressions of interest are invited from ex-
perienced RSCDS tutors in North America who 
wish to apply to be considered as examiners 
for the Society.   Information and application 

are available from Moira Thomson, the Exami-
nations and Youth Officer  

moira.thomson@rscds.org .  

Publicity Committee 

By Deb Hurtig  

All of you have seen Susie Landon-Kassôs publicity handiwork 

in one form or another ranging from brochures to the Noe Val-
ley class óbookmarksô to event flyers.  But Susie gets special 

kudos for getting her husband Sid in the August 29th edition of 

the Chronicle in the ñHealthy Obsessionò column touting Scot-

tish Country Dancing as his obsession. Publicity opportunities 

like this donôt just happen but require making the right connec-

tions, persistence and flexibility to work through the inevitable 

bumps. Thanks Susie for her dogged ground work and thanks to 

Sid for being our ñPoster Child!ò 

As recently named Publicity liaison to the Branch Committee, I 

will be working closely with Susie in the coming year to share 

responsibilities for branch publicity and expanding the aware-
ness of our branch activities in the Bay Area and beyond.  We 

are seeking ideas and individuals to work with us to connect 

with the broader free media as well as other branches in sharing 

the joy of Scottish Country Dancing.  Your skills in graphic de-

sign for flyers and brochures, connections to media organiza-

tions, names of other organizations to link in with, or ideas that 

our committee might pursue are more than welcome - they are 

essential.  Please contact either Susie or me by email or óbutton-

holeô us at the next event.  

Annual Ball Gown Saleand Tea Party 

Saturday afternoon, January 9, 2010 

2:00ï4:30 PM 
 

Come and join us for a good time browsing, trying on, 
buying, or selling. Youôre sure to find some great bar-

gains! In the past, weôve had fun admiring and comment-

ing on dresses others were modeling. Soédonôt get rid of 

that gown that doesnôt fit or no longer seems to be the 

right color! Bring it to the Ball Gown Sale! 

 

The annual pre-Valentines Ball tea party and ball gown 

swap will be held this year at Jillian Khunerôs house at 

1324 Bay View Place in Berkeley. The date is Saturday, 

January 9 from 2:00ï4:30 PM. Even if you don't find 

something to buy, you still can enjoy a cup of tea, good 

food, and socializing. 
 

The proceeds of each sale go to the seller, but the entry 

donations ($3 per person suggested) will go to the schol-

arship fund. If you canôt make it, you can still send in 

garments for possible sale. Please label your items. 

Thanks. 

 

Look for flyers with directions to Jillianôs house and  

SAVE THE DATE!  

 

Co-hosts: Jillian Khuner, Susie Langdon Kass, and Col-
leen Fawley 

It Takes Almost a Village 

by Witsie McKelvy  

It may not take a whole village, but it sure does take many, 

many people to make the Scottish Games such a success!  Ef-

forts start as early as Wednesday when Bud Wisecarver tows the 

high stage from Pittsburg to Pleasanton and does some initial 

setup, then returns on Friday to add railings, the section for adju-

dicators, the signs, and other final touches, as well as leveling 

the stage.  The Mighty Margarets (Margaret Mitchell and Mar-

garet Ward) arranged to have the trailer with the low stage deliv-

ered to the right spot, and on Friday the crew went to work as-

sembling and leveling the low stage.  Signs and canopies were 

added, while the RSCDS-San Francisco Scottish Country Danc-
ing information tent, and dressing rooms for kilts and skirts, 

were assembled. 

Feeding all the Friday workers were the 4Lôs ï the Lafayette and 

Livermore Ladiesô Luncheon crew ï which has become a tradi-

tion. Most concession stands were not yet open so food and cold 

drinks were provided by the 4Lôs.   

John Taylor, our Caledonian Club liaison, was a true Renais-

sance Man.  He organized, liaised, acted as ambulance driver, 

climbed up ladders to secure signs, helped with sound equip-

ment, and last but not least provided his fiddle talents on stage.  

In fact, many of the workers helped in more than one area.  They 
were Sharon Alexander, Kathy and Tom Allen, Stan Bishop, 

Bob Branstrom, Verne Casavoy, Cathleen and George Cooper, 

Kay and Dudley Ellis, Bill Fleck, Jan Harford, Linda Hender-

son, Marge Henry, Eleanor and Barry Hotchkies, Charlotte 

Houston, Kateri and Dale Jones, Susie Langdon Kass and Sid 

Kass, Rena Leibovitch, Don MacQueen, Cindy McGerty, Witsie 

McKelvy, Margaret Mitchell, Julee Montes, Alisa Pura, Olga 

and Greg Reznick, Sharon Stewart, Bill Stocker, Michael 

Suckow, Margaret and Tom Ward, Alison Ward, and Bud Wise-

carver.  Even a couple of out-of-town houseguests lent a hand! 

On Sunday, helpers were once again hard at work.  What went 

up must come down! 

Helping out is fun, you get to know fellow dancers from far 

away, you get to see how things are put together, you learn new 

skills, and you contribute to a wonderful communal effort.  Join 

us next year!  

mailto:moira.thomson@rscds.org





