
 

 

Magic at the Scottish Games 

By Witsie McKelvy  

If you went to the Scottish Games in Pleasanton on Labor Day 

weekend, youôll remember what a strong presence RSCDS had, 

with our information tent and dressing rooms, our stages, and 

signs beckoning all to Scottish Country Dancing.  All of that 

didnôt spring into being by magic!  It was only the hard work of 

many volunteers that made it all possible. 

Setup began Wednesday, when Bud Wisecarver towed the high 

stage into position at the Fairgrounds and ran some initial 

checks with the help of Stan Bishop and Witsie McKelvy.  Bud 

returned on Friday to put finishing touches on the high stage.  

Also on Friday, Larry Wakeman towed the trailer containing 
the low stage components into place, and a crew unloaded and 

assembled it under the direction of Margaret Mitchell.  While 

that was going on, Greg and Olga Reznick and John Taylor set 

up the sound systems.  The Scottish Country Dance informa-

tion tent and dressing rooms for men and women were assem-

bled early by Verne Casavoy.  Other stage, sound and sign 

helpers were Tom Allen, Des Bathgate, Mark Caplin, Kay 

Ellis, Linda Henderson, Jan Harford, Robert Herbst, Barry 

Hotchkies, Michael Howard, Paula Jacobson, Sid Kass, Susie 

Langdon-Kass, Sarah MacQueen, Cindy McGerty, Witsie 

McKelvy, David Mitchell, Alisa Pura, Michael Suckow, John 
Taylor, Alison Ward and Margaret Ward. 

Following tradition, the ñ4 Lôsò (Lafayette and Livermore La-

diesô Luncheon) crew supplied lunch on Friday for all the 

workers since none of the concession stands was open yet for 

business.  These ladies were Sharon Alexander, Kay Ellis, Jan 

Harford, Linda Henderson, Louise Henriksen, Marge Henry, 

Kateri Jones, Sarah MacQueen, Kathleen McAdam (in absen-

tia), Cindy McGerty, Witsie McKelvy. 

After Sundayôs activities, more volunteers went into action to 

take down all the signs, disassemble the information tent and 

dressing rooms, disassemble and pack the sound systems, dis-

assemble and fold up the high stage, and disassemble and store 
the low stage components. Some components had to be stored 

in a box kept at the Fairgrounds, while other components were 

stored at the homes of individuals.  Lost and found items were 

retrieved (thank you Susie Langdon-Kass).  The Sunday help-

ers were Verne Casavoy, George Grenley, Louise Henriksen, 

Susie Langdon-Kass, Sid Kass, Vicky Lewis, Don MacQueen, 

Witsie McKelvy, Margaret and David Mitchell, Alisa Pura, 

Olga and Greg Reznick, Jane Samuelson, Frank Simeone, 

Sharon Stewart, Michael Suckow, John Taylor and Bud Wise-

carver. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Monthly Parties 
December Monthly Party 

7:30 p.m., Saturday, December 6, 2008 

San Mateo Masonic, 100 N. Ellsworth, San Mateo 

Host: San Francisco/New World 

 

Dance Source Type Level 

The Duke of Athollôs Reel 16/3 32 J 2 B 

Tulloch Gorm 8/1 32 S 3 I 

The Irish Rover Cosh 22 SCD 32 R 3 A 

Gramachie MMM 1 32 S 3 B 

The Buchan Eightsome+ 21/8 400 Sq R I 

 

The Den oôMains Henderson coll. 32 J 3 I 

Lammermuir Hills+ Goldring/Wells House 32 S 2 I 

The Bees of Maggieknockater+ Drewry/Canadian 32 J 4  A 

Lady Lucy Ramsay MMM 2 32 S 3  B 

The Laird of Dumbiedykesô Favourite 12/4 40 R 3  B 
 

Rothesay Rant Holden/Birmingham 1 32 J 4 Sq  B 

Scotch Mist Drewry leaflet 32 S 5  A 

Bauldy Bainôs Fiddle+ Dickson/Lothian 32 R 3  I 

Linneaôs Strathspey+ Wilson/Dunsmuir coll 32 S 3  I/A 

Duke of Perth 1/8 32 R 3  I 

+ new this month 

January Monthly Party  

7:30 p.m., Saturday, January 3, 2008 

Mountain View Masonic, 840 Church St., Mountain View 

Host: Campbell/Red Thistle 
 

Dance Source Type Level 

Come Under My Plaidie+ Childrenôs/10 32 J round  B 

Lady Lucy Ramsay MMM 2 32 S 3  B 

The Den oôMains Henderson coll. 32 J 3  I 

Scotch Mist Drewry leaflet 32 S 5  A 

Duke of Perth 1/8 32 R 3  I 

 

Blue Bonnets+ 3/5 32 J 2  B 

Charles Stuart+ MMM 1 32 S 3  B 

Johnnieôs Welcome Hame+ 32/1 40 R 3  A 

Lammermuir Hills Goldring/Wells House 32 S 2  I 
The Buchan Eightsome 21/8 400 Sq R  I 

 

Knit the Pocky+ 11/1  32 R 2  B 

Linneaôs Strathspey Wilson/Dunsmuir coll 32 S 3  I/A 

Bees of Maggieknockater Drewry/Canadian 32 J 4  A 

Tulloch Gorm 8/1 32 S 3  I 

Bauldy Bainôs Fiddle Dickson/Lothian 32 R 3  I 

+ new this month 

How To Get There: 

MOUNTAIN VIEW MASONIC  

FROM 280: exit at S. El Monte Ave-

nue, to Foothill Expressway. Right on 

Foothill Expressway, left on Miramonte 

Avenue, across El Camino Real W., to 

S. Shoreline Blvd. Turn right onto 

Church Street. 

FROM 101: Exit at Moffett Blvd. Fol-
low Moffett Blvd. south to Central Ex-

pressway. Cross Central Expressway to 

Castro Street. Turn right onto Church 

Street (5 blocks). 

 

 

SAN MATEO  MASONIC  

FROM THE NORTH : From 101, take 

exit 417 to merge onto E. Poplar Ave. 

Turn left at N. Ellsworth. Hall will be 

on your left. 

FROM THE SOUTH : From 101, take 

exit 416 to merge onto E. 3rd Ave./J 

Hart Clinton Dr. Continue to follow E. 

3rd Ave. Turn right at S. Ellsworth. 

Hall will be on your right. 
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Coordinating and organizing activities for the weekend was a com-

mittee consisting of John Taylor (also our Caledonian Club liai-

son), Susie Langdon-Kass, Witsie McKelvy, Margaret Mitchell, 

Greg Reznick and Larry Wakeman.  Speak to any of these people 
if youôd like to participate in next yearôs magic!  As our teachers 

remind us on the dance floor, itôs a team effort! 

(Continued from page 1) 
Notes from the Corresponding Secretary  

By Donna Weidenfeller  

The chequered court; no longer!!! 

For those of you who have attended summer school; you can well 

imagine my surprise upon discovering the chequered court had 

been removed!! The signature carpet of our common meeting 

place in University Hall had been replaced by non-descript 

carpeting.  I think there is a dance to be devised; anyone?? Luckily 

the court continues to be the place to meet up with someone, pass 

through on the way to dinner, and provide lounging space to rest 

our tired feet. Otherwise my week at summer school was terrific.  

I have not attended for a few years so it was fun to meet up with 

acquaintances from the past, meet new people, and enjoy my local 
friends (Fred DeMarse) and friends from Edinburgh (Harry 

Andrews and Pat Houghton).  Pat was my teacher for one of the 

ñadvancedò classes I attended; though the range of ability was 

unfortunately quite varied. And the class was large, about 40 

members.  She is a great teacher; she managed our large class size, 

worked us through many formations, focused on rhythm, and gave 

us a few laughs. I really like working on my technique; seems 

every teacher has a way of conveying something new to me or has 

a way of demonstrating/correcting proper style that keeps me on 

my toes with feet turned out and enhances my learning.  

Harry was in my class and this was his first time at Summer 
School so he had the gold star on his name badge meaning he was 

to be well taken care of by the seasoned attendees. Not that Harry 

has to worry about finding dance partners!   

Our Fred was a star!! He was on the highland dem team as well as 

the country dance dem team; an honor as an American, our 

Branch, and himself!  I took a few photos I wanted to print but I 

took them from Younger hall balcony which turned out  

impressionistic at best. The 4th week Fred was the highland dance 

teacheré another coup for him.  

As usual there were plenty of ñdrinksò parties; I provided the 

tequila from the duty free for one party. The Friday night ceilidh 

was great fun. Fred danced the horn pipe in blue jeans (imagine!) 
and Harry sang a solo and with the summer school ñchorusò, and 

Alex Gray (soon to be teaching at Asilomar) joined an impromptu 

audience dance act.  The eve ended with the sad announcement of 

Jimmy Johnstone's passing. Marian Anderson and other musicians 

played several of his tunes as a commemoration to his great 

contribution to Scottish dance music and to his life.  The week was 

over way too soon (though my feet might have said otherwise!). 

More photos on page 9! 
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OCTOBER 2008 
11, Sa: ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW: Palo Alto 1, at St. 
L`qjƍr Dohrbno`k Bgtqbg+ 7// Bnknq`cn Rs- O`kn @ksn+
94306. elovell2001@yahoo.com 

18, Sa: ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW: Palo Alto 2, at St. 
L`qjƍr Dohrbno`k Bgtqbg+7// Bnknq`cn Rs-+ O`kn @ksn+
94306. elovell2001@yahoo.com  

19, Su: ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW: Berkeley 1, at St. 
Clements Episcopal Church, 2837 Claremont Blvd., 
Berkeley, 94705. elovell2001@yahoo.com 

25, Sa: 1-4 OL SD@BGDQR VNQJRGNO `s Rs- L`qjƍr
Episcopal Church. 600 Colorado Ave., Palo Alto. Info: 
kathyallien@gmail.com 

26, Su: ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW: Berkeley 2, at St. 
Bkdldmsƍr Dohrbno`k Bgtqbg+ 1726 Bk`qdlnms Akuc-+
Berkeley, 94705. elovell2001@yahoo.com 

28, Tu: 7-9 PM CROCKETT CLASS PARTY!  All Invited!  
Live Music!  Crockett Community Center, 850 Pomona 
St., Crockett.  For info: Sandee, sandra-sue@msn.com   
or Lori: fireknight1@aol.com  

31, Fr: to 2 Nov. Su: 50th ANNIVERSARY ASILOMAR 
WORKSHOPS AND BALL  

 Information: julm-hcs@pacbell.net   

NOVEMBER 2008 
1, Sa: to 2 Nov. Su: 50th ANNIVERSARY ASILOMAR 

WORKSHOPS AND BALL. Information:                julm-
hcs@pacbell.net  

8, Sa: Sa, 1 PM . BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, place 
TBD. Info: 707-829-9775 or jpassage@sonic.net 

8, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at Alameda Masonic 
Hall, 2312 Alameda Ave., Alameda. Berkeley classes 
hosting. dancingsands@hotmail.com 

15, Sa: 6-11PM WHISKEY UNIVERSITY with seminar, 
tasting, dinner, etc. to benefit the Campbell Highland 
Games, at the Campbell Moose Lodge. For more 
information, 408-371-4075 or 
info@campbellgames.com  

DECEMBER 2008 

6, Sa: 1 PM: BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, place 
TBD. Info:  707-829-9775 or jpassage@sonic.net  

6, Sa: 7:30 PM: MONTHLY PARTY at San Mateo Masonic 
Hall, 100 N. Ellsworth, San Mateo. San Francisco and 
New World hosting. dancingsands@hotmail.com 

13, Sa: BERKELEY HOLIDAY PARTY at Arlington 
Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave., Kensington, 
CA. Potluck 6 PM, caroling 7:30, dancing at 8 PM. 
Janis: jmdairiki@lbl.gov  

15, Mo: 7:30 PM  SAN JOSE CLASS HOLIDAY PARTY 
with live music and fun dances, at American Legion 
Hall, Minnesota Avenue, San Jose.  Info: Sparky 
Gregory, 408-257-2294 or sparkyg@pacbell.net  
Jonathan Lovell, 408-924-4437 or 
jhlovell@pacbell.net 

18, Th: 7:45 PM: SAN FRANCISCO CLASS WINTER 
SOLSTICE PARTY with live music. At Noe Valley 
Ministry, 1021 Sanchez at 23rd St., San Francisco. 
Info: 415-841-9456 or linneaj@spursuits.com  

27, 7:30 PM: TWEEN PARTY, with Live Music by Andy 
Imbrie and Friends, sponsored by Lafayette Class, at 
1101Keaveney Ct.  Walnut Creek.  
witken@astound.net  

JANUARY 2009  
3, Sa: 1 PM: BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, place 

TBD. Info:  707-829-9775 or jpassage@sonic.net 
3, Sa: 7:30 PM: MONTHLY PARTY at Mountain View 

Masonic Hall, 840 Church St., Mountain View. San 
Jose Class hosting. dancingsands@hotmail.com 

10, Sa: 1:30 Video, 2 PM start: TEACHERS 
BNLLHSSDD LDDSHMF `s G`qudxrƍ- J`sgx @kkdm9
kathyallien@gmail.com 

13+ R`9 1 OL9 @MMT@K A@KKFNVM R@KD+ `s Rtrhdƍr
home in SF. Susie 415-333-9372 or susie.langdon-
kass@ucsf.edu  

26, Mo: 7:30 PM SAN JOSE CLASS ANNUAL BURNS 
NIGHT CELEBRATION, with dancing, potluck, 
g`ffhr `mc ƌmddor Ə`mc ` ahs ne ` bdhkhcgƐ `s
American Legion Hall, Minnesota Avenue, San Jose.  
Info: Sparky Gregory, 408-257-2294 or 
sparkyg@pacbell.net           Jonathan Lovell, 408-
924-4437 or jhlovell@pacbell.net  

31??, Sa: 1-4 OL9 U@KDMSHMDƍR A@KK QDGD@QR@K
sponsored by San Jose, Campbell Classes. Details 
to follow. elovell2001@yahoo.com 

FEBRUARY 2009 
6+ R`9 U@KDMSHMDƍR A@KK QDGD@QR@K vhsg khud ltrhb-

At Noe Valley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez at 23rd St., 
San Francisco. Info: 415-841-9456 or 

linneaj@spursuits.com 
21, Sa: VALENTINE BALL, at Scottish Rite Temple, 

Oakland. Info: susan@celtic-lass.com  

(Continued on page 5) 
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RSCDS EVENTS ELSEWHERE Å 2007 - 08 

Revised 10/5/08  

Compiled by Dotty Lieber: dottyl@cruzio.com 

For more information on these and other events, try the 

Inter -City Scot: www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php  

OCTOBER 2008 
18, Sa, and 19, Su: HOUSTON, TEXAS WORKSHOP at 

Rice University. Sponsored by Houston RSCDS 
Branch.  Teacher is Alan Twhigg , music by the Music 
Makars. Contact Dave Davies, 
daveandtina@consolidated.net 
www.houstonrscds.com 

NOVEMBER 2008 
14, Fr. 7:30 PM: HEARTLAND DANCE SCOTTISH Social 

Dance at United Scottish Cultural Centre, 8886 
Hudson St. Vancouver, B.C.Music by Colin Dewar 
Band, doors open 6:30, Dance 7:30, Social Buffet 
10:30. Information from the Sponsors: Stanley and 
Marie Disiewiecz, heartland_ds@telus.net 

15, Sa: HEARTLAND DANCE SCOTTISH BALL, with Ball 
Walk Through 12 PM to 2:30 PM, Doors open 6 PM, 
Grand March and Ball with Colin Dewar Band 7 PM, 
Ball Buffet 10:30 PM at United Scottish Cultural 
Centre, 8886 Hudson St. Vancouver, B.C. Information 
from the Sponsors: Stanley and Marie Disiewiecz, 
heartland_ds@telus.net 

22, Sa :ST. ANDREWS NIGHT BALL, sponsored by 
Thistle & Ghillies Scottish Country Dancers, Boise, 
Idaho, with Ball Review 2-4 PM, drinks and 
socializing, 6 Ɗ 6:30 Dancing, 6:30 Ɗ 8 PM, Buffet 
Supper, 8 Ɗ 8:45 PM, Dancing, 8:45 Ɗ 10 PM, and 
Ceilidh: 10 Ɗ 11 PM, all at Plantation Country Club, 
6515 West State St., Boise, Idaho.  Information: Carol 
Standley: Carolstandley@earthlink.net  

MARCH 2009 
7, Sa: 1 PM: BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, place 

TBD. Info:  707-829-9775 or jpassage@sonic.net 
7, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at Lucie Stern 

Community Center, 1305 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto. 
Campbell Class and Red Thistle Dancers hosting. 
Info: dancingsands@hotmail.com 

APRIL 2009 
4, Sa: 1 PM: BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, place 

TBD. Info:  707-829-9775 or jpassage@sonic.net 
4, Sa: 7:30 PM: MONTHLY PARTY at Alameda Masonic 

Hall, 2312 Alameda Ave., Alameda. Lafayette, 
Livermore classes hosting. 
dancingsands@hotmail.com 

MAY 2009 
2, Sa: 7:30 PM AGM AND MONTHLY PARTY at San 

Rafael Masonic Hall, 4th and Lootens, San Rafael 
Santa Rosa/Dunsmuir hosting. 
dancingsands@hotmail.com 

29, Fr Ɗ 31, Su: YOUTH WEEKEND WEST Ɗ SAVE THE 
C@SDR enq `fdr Ə01Ɗ 2/ hrgƐ hm Adqjdkdx+ vhsg
workshops, Ball and Tea Dance.  For more 
information, call 510-528-6510 or 
catherineberner@aol.com  

JUNE 2009 
6, Sa: 6:30 PM Note early Start time  MONTHLY PARTY 

at First Congregational Church, 900 High St., Santa 
Cruz.  Santa Cruz/Monterey Classes hosting. 
dancingsands@hotmail.com  

18, Th: 7:45 PM  SAN FRANCISCO CLASS SUMMER 
SOLSTICE PARTY, with Live Music, At Noe Valley 
Ministry, 1021 Sanchez at 23rd, San Francisco.  Info: 
415-841-9456  or  linneaj@spursuits.com 

20, 7 PM: BEGINNERS BALL at Hermann Sons Hall, 
Petaluma, sponsored by Santa Rosa Class.  
sandracraig47@yahoo.com  

 

(Continued from page 4) 
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VALENTINE'S BALL REHEARSAL  
In SAN FRANCISCO 

Saturday, February 7, 2009 Å 1:00 - 5:00 PM 

Noe Valley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez Street 

 at 23rd Street in San Francisco 

$9.00 

Teachers: Bruce Herbold, Susie Langdon Kass,  
& Trina Merriman 

 

Music by 

The Humuhumunukunukuapua'a  

& Strathspey Society Band 

All dances will be briefed, walked through for one or more 

couples and danced once for each couple. 

Some knowledge of the dances is desirable.  

This is a review session.  

Dances will not be taught in detail. 

Sponsored by the San Francisco Class 

For information call Linnea 415-841-9456  
or Susie 415-333-9372 

Directions:  

Street parking or pay-lot on 24th Street ($5) only; car-

pools or public transit STRONGLY suggested.  

By car: From 101: Take Cesar Chavez (Army) Street west 

exit, Cesar Chavez west 1.3 miles to Sanchez, then right 

(north) to 23rd Street.  

From 280 north : Take the San Jose Avenue exit (next exit 

after Geneva). Go north on San Jose, which becomes Guer-

rero. At 24th Street turn left, go 0.4 mile, then right on San-

chez.  

By public transit : Muni: J-Church streetcar, 24-Divisadero 

bus, 48-Quintara bus; or BART to a downtown station and 

transfer to the J-Church streetcar, or BART to the 24th Street 

station 

Annual Ball Gown Sale  
and Tea Party 

Saturday afternoon,  

January 24, 2009 

2:00Ɗ4:30 PM 
 
Come and join us for a good time browsing, try-
hmf nm+ atxhmf+ nq rdkkhmf- Xntƍqd rtqd sn ehmc
rnld fqd`s a`qf`hmr Hm sgd o`rs+ vdƍud g`c etm
admiring and commenting on dresses others 
vdqd lncdkhmf- Rtrhdƍr gntrd g`r knsr ne ro`bd
`mc ` gtfd lhqqnq- Rnƕcnmƍs fds qhc ne sg`s
fnvm sg`s cndrmƍs ehs nq mn knmfdq rddlr sn ad
the right color! Bring it to the Ball Gown Sale!  
 
The annual pre-Valentines Ball tea party and 
ball gown swap will be held this year at Susie 
K`mfcnm J`rrƍ gnld hm R`m Eq`mbhrbn- Sgd c`sd

is Saturday, January 24 from 2:00Ɗ4:30 p.m. 
Even if you don't find something to buy, you 
still can enjoy a cup of tea, good food, and so-
cializing.  
 
The proceeds of each sale go to the seller, but the 
entry donations ($3 per person suggested) will 
fn sn sgd rbgnk`qrgho etmc- He xnt b`mƍs l`jd hs+
you can still send in garments for possible sale. 
Please label your items. Thanks. 
 
Next time we will probably hold the ballgown 
sale in the South Bay again. Look for flyers with 
chqdbshnmr sn Rtrhdƍr gntrd `mc R@UD SGD
DATE! 
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It takes a village! 

Thanks to all who helped at Pleasanton. 


