
 

 

Thoughts From the Chair ééééé. 

Our Year in Dance, Via Monthly Parties 

By Dottie Lieber  

I think of the Pleasanton Highland Games as the culmination of 

the Scottish Country Dancing year for our Branch ï a chance 

for old friends to get together and for groups and classes to 

ñshow their stuff.ò  Many people who come to the Games wit-
ness the joy of Scottish Country Dancing for the first time ï 

they may find out about classes in their area and might join a 

class! 

The Jean Patrick Dance is, for me, the beginning of a new 

dancing year, with great spirit, a fantastic program and wonder-

ful music. Even though dancers may be tired after a full day at 

the Games, the exhilaration of the dance carries them through. 

The dance year carries on in that spirit with the Monthly Par-

ties. The first one this year will be Saturday, October 4, 7:30 

PM at the Mountain View Masonic Hall. There will be glorious 

live music, a good wooden dance floor, dancers from all cor-

ners of the Branch doing great dances which theyôve been go-
ing over in their classes. The Branch Bookstore will be there, 

brought by Jane Muirhead, with opportunities to buy CDs and 

directions for dances. The Mountain View Class, hosts for this 

party, will have prepared a great buffet to enjoy after the danc-

ing. A complete listing of the Monthly Parties for 2008-09 is 

on page 7. 

The Monthly Parties are a unique feature of this Branch. They 

provide a great place to meet old dancing friends and make 

new friends in an atmosphere thatôs supportive to dancers, from 

beginners to those who have been dancing for many years. 

Our Monthly Parties are well-publicized; Susie Langdon Kass 
prepares attractive flyers which highlight two monthly parties 

at a time and provide directions for getting to the venues. 

Marilyn and Bill Stocker provide dance diagrams which are 

available at classes and at the party. 

Fees for the Monthly Parties are currently $10 for members of 

the Branch and $15 for non-members. Beginners can come for 

$2 with a coupon signed by their teacher. This is a fairly low 

cost for an evening of dancing to live music, with refreshments. 

Many people carpool to the Monthly Parties, which gives com-

panionship and support as well as saving money. 

Yet attendance at Monthly Parties has been low recently. 

Whatôs happening?  What can be changed to make it more at-
tractive to come to Monthly Parties?  The Teachers Committee 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Notes from the Corresponding Secretary 

By Donna Weidenfeller  

There are changes in the air at Headquarters é 

The best way to convey this information is to quote excerpts from 

correspondence sent to me, the Corresponding Secretary of our 

Branch. These changes are in part based upon the goal to begin 

resolving financial problems of the Society. 

 

"This letter is being sent to inform Branches and members 

about a recent decision on staffing at headquarters. A human 

resources (HR) consultant began a review of the staffing struc-

ture at Coates Crescent in autumn 2006, considering the current 

and future requirements of the Society, and prepared a report 
for the HR Panel of the Management Board. The key issues 

identified were: 

the need for a higher level of business and financial 

management skills 

a recognition of the increased workload through new 

initiatives such as the medal tests 

the need for closer monitoring of finances 

the raised expectations of members, particularly the 

need for improved communication. 

 

As a result of this report, and further consultation, the HR rec-

ommended a revised staffing structure to the Board meeting 

April 2008. After that meeting, the proposal was further devel-

oped by the creation of an implementation plan, a detailed job 

description and a study of the financial implications. The main 

recommendation is the appointment of an Executive Officer, 

and that process will start immediately. This is a strategic deci-
sion by the Board, and not one taken lightly, particularly in 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Monthly Parties 
October Monthly Party 

7:30 p.m., Saturday, October 4, 2008 

Mountain View Masonic, 840 Church Street, Mountain Wiew 

Host: Mountain View 

 

Dance Source Type Level 

Roaring Jelly Foss/Glendarroch 6 32 J 3 B/I  

Bridge of Nairn 13/11 32 S 3  I 

The Irish Rover+ Cosh 22 SCD 32 R 3 A 

Gramachie+ MMM 1 32 S 3  B 

Festival Fling 44/7 32 R 3  I 

 

The Laird of Dumbiedykesô Favourite+ 12/4 40 R 3  B 

The Rose Garden Wendell/SF vol II 24 S 2  I 

Let the Hackles Rise Drewry/Canadian 48 J 4  A 

Strathcare Miller/Ladies of Dunse 32 S 2  I 

J.B. Milne+ Foss/Angus Fitchet  32 R 3  A/I  
 

Rothesay Rant+ Holden/Birmingham 1 32 J 4 Sq  B 

This Is Noô My Ain Hoose 15/9 32 S 3  I/A 

The Duke of Athollôs Reel+ 16/3 32 J 2  B 

My Friend Joe 38/2 32 S 3  I 

Wind That Shakes the Barley Duthie/8SCD 32 R 3  B/I  

+ new this month 

November Monthly Party 

7:30 p.m., Saturday, November 8, 2008 

Alameda Masonic, 2312 Alameda Avenue, Alameda 

Host: Berkeley 
 

Dance Source Type Level 

The Duke of Athollôs Reel 16/3 32 J 2  B 

Gramachie MMM 1 32 S 3  B 

The Irish Rover Cosh 22 SCD 32 R 3 A 

Tulloch Gorum+ 8/1 32 S 3  I 

The Laird of Dumbiedykesô Favourite 12/4 40 R 3  B 

 

Rothesay Rant Holden/Birmingham 1 32 J 4 Sq  B 

Strathcare Miller/Ladies of Dunse 32 S 2  I 

Den oôMains+ Henderson coll. 32 J 3  I 

This Is Noô My Ain Hoose 15/9 32 S 3  I/A 
Duke of Perth+ 1/8 32 R 3  I 

 

Roaring Jelly Foss/Glendarroch 6 32 J 3  B/I  

Scotch Mist+ Drewry leaflet 32 S 5  A 

Festival Fling 44/7 32 R 3  I 

Lady Lucy Ramsay+ MMM 2 32 S 3  B 

Wind That Shakes the Barley Duthie/8SCD 32 R 3  B/I  

+ new this month 

How To Get There: 

ALAMEDA MASONIC TEMPLE  

(between Park and Oak Streets). 

FROM THE SOUTH:  Take 880 

North, exit at High Street (south of the 

Bay Bridge) and drive west across the 

High Street bridge into Alameda. Con-

tinue on High Street for about six 

blocks and turn right on Central Ave-

nue. Go for another 10 blocks to Park 

Street (with traffic light, past Park Ave-

nue). Turn left on Park Street, go one 

block and turn right on Alameda Ave-

nue. The Masonic Temple is on the left 

about ½ block before Oak Street. 

FROM THE NORTH:  Take 880 

South and exit at 23rd Avenue. When 

you have crossed the bridge going west, 

you will be on Park Avenue. Continue 

on Park until you come to Alameda 

Avenue and turn right. There is free 

parking after 6:00 p.m. in a city lot 

right across the street from the Temple, 

but accessible only from Central Ave-

nue, one block east. You can turn right 

from Alameda onto Oak, right on Cen-

tral and right into the lot, after about ½ 

blockïor just drive straight across Park 

the lot after about ½ block, and walk to 

the Temple at the far end of the lot. The 

party will be in the Banquet Room on 

the fourth floor. There is an elevator. 

 

MOUNTAIN VIEW MASONIC  

FROM 280: exit at S. El Monte Ave-

nue, to Foothill Expressway. Right on 

Foothill Expressway, left on Miramonte 

Avenue, across El Camino Real W., to 
S. Shoreline Blvd. Turn right onto 

Church Street. 

FROM 101: Exit at Moffett Blvd. Fol-

low Moffett Blvd. south to Central Ex-

pressway. Cross Central Expressway to 

Castro Street. Turn right onto Church 

Street (5 blocks). 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALISA PURA AND MICHAEL 

SUCKOW ON THEIR MARRIAGE!  

They first met at a dance function and now several years later 

have tied the knot. 

The happy couple had 

a gorgeous garden 

wedding on Saturday, 

July 26th at the home 

of John and Jennifer 

Kelly. They had a 

beautiful reception 
that followed at the 

Mountain View Sen-

ior Center. It was a 

magical day for both 

Alisa and Michael. 

  

CONGRATULATIONS TO MICAH REINHOLD ON HER 

ENGAGEMENT!  

Eric Weeks, her fiancé, proposed 

on July 21st in Greece on the is-

land of Santorini, just after sun-

set... it was spectacular. In case 

you're wondering, Eric is from 

Hayward, CA. Like Micah, he is 

musical; he plays the piano and 

the bass guitar. They plan to get 

married in San Francisco in Au-
gust 2009. FYI, Micah plans to visit the Bay Area in the last two 

weeks of August 2008. She has some of the photos of their re-

cent vacation on her flickr account.. have a look! http://

www.flickr.com/photos/micah_reinhold/ 

ITôS FLYER POSTING TIME! 

DancerséIt's that season of the year! It's time to post flyers and recruit new dancers for our fall classes. TAKE flyers 

and POST them; SEND PDF copies by email or GIVE them to friends and colleagues. If everyone helps post and dis-

tribute, weóll get lots of nice new dancers. The Beginners' classes flyer is available on the website or from your class 
manager. Your class has its own flyer to post too. Ask your class manager. The Branch yellow brochure will be avail-

able at games or from Susie. 

Places to post flyers, or leave a small stack: 

Å Dance studios Å Laundromats 

Å Hardware stores Å Grocery stores 
Å Cleaners Å Variety stores 

Å At church Å College campuses 

Å At work Å Bookstores 
Å Libraries Å Coffee houses 

Å Bakeries Å Ice cream stores 

Å Music stores Å Record stores 

Å Bike shops Å Gyms 
Å Bulletin boards everywhere. Keep you eyes open for them! 

Take along a stapler, tacks or push pins, and tape. Ask permission to post when necessary. Keep a supply of flyers in 

your purse and car. Get more at class or call Susie at 415-333-9372, or e-mail: susie.langdon-kass@ucsf.edu, for the 
Branch Beginners' classes flyer. 

Help promote the wonderful activity of Scottish Country Dancing! Thanks for spreading the word. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/micah_reinhold/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/micah_reinhold/
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view of the recent financial position. it will provide the organi-

zation with someone with the necessary skills to drive the ex-

ecutive functions of the Society and monitor the financial posi-

tion more closely; there will be a stronger, more focused link 
between the Board, committees, staff, which will lead to an 

improvement in communication with Branches and members; 

there will be someone to forge and develop links with external 

bodies; and the structure will allow all staff to focus on work-

ing effectively. The Board considered it could not afford, either 

in management or financial terms, not to take this action." 

 

I was also sent an update of their financial position. 

 

"A summary of what has happened since 2007 AGM follows, 

with an identification of the main reason for the recent losses 

incurred and actions being taken to prevent future occurrences. 
At the 2007 AGM projected losses of 150,000 pounds for 2007

-2008 and 120,000 pounds for 2008-2009 were given. It was 

difficult to make improvements to the figures for 2007-2008 as 

we were well into the financial year. However, measures put in 

place since then have reduced the projected loss to an actual 

loss in the preliminary accounts of some 137,000 pounds. We 

concluded that the major loss-making factor was incorrect 

budgeting for Schools and accordingly have put in place targets 

for Summer and Winter School budgets. These targets, if 

achieved, will lead to a break-even situation in the current year. 

It should be noted that all figures and comments in this docu-
ment apply to our operational activities only." 

 The 137,000 pounds loss ignore donations of 4000 pounds and 

be reduced by one issue of the magazine, making the 

'comparable' loss 111,000 pounds. Deducting the shortfall from 

Schools of 54,000 pounds leaves 57,000 pounds to be again 

found from reserves. A subscription increase was requested at 

the 2007 AGM to eliminate these recurring demands upon our 

reserves" 

 "In the current financial year 2008-2009, a contribution from 

the Schools of 83,000 pounds is budgeted for, along with an 

expected increase in subscription income of 42,000 pounds. 

Distribution costs of the magazine have been reduced by 
13,000 pounds. As Summer School 2008 prices were set well 

in advance, its budget contribution to central costs will need to 

be achieved from cost savings, a very challenging objective. 

However if these main budget targets are achieved, 2008-2009 

will be a break even year. Finally, we stress that the above fig-

ures do not include the effect of the decision to appoint an Ex-

ecutive Officer. Actual costs will vary depending on the date of 

appointment and exact salary agreed."  

HQ acknowledges this appointment will negatively affect the 

budget initially. 

Surely this quoted material will generate as many questions as 
potentially answered. I felt it was important to share this commu-

nication with you. Please do not ask me to further explain the 

(Continued from page 1) above; finances are above my head! As I receive more informa-

tion, I will share this information with you through this newslet-

ter and at Branch Committee meetings. For me, it's important to 

know that the Society is seriously evaluating itself; is willing to 

acknowledge past problems and to develop a plan for the future 
with the goal of benefiting the membership. 

I also want to share with you a motion for the 2009 AGM. The 

motion is as follows: "The Management Board proposes to ex-

tend the range of membership categories of the Society, for the 

purposes of subscription rates only."  

The 6 categories include: 

1. Junior(under 12) 33% adult rate 

2. Youth (12-18) 66% adult rate. 

3. Student over 18+ and full time education 80% adult rate. 

4. Adult single (18+) annual dues 

5. Adult Joint 80% of the cost of 2 full adult rates (must 

reside at same address) 
6. Family  250% of the cost of a full adult single rate (up to 

a maximum of 2 adults and 4 children under 18).  

Adult joint and family would receive 1 copy of the magazine per 

household and each to receive a membership card. Notes in-

cluded...."1. The intention is that every member of the Society, 

aged 18 or over, who is also a member of a local Branch or at 

headquarters, shall be regarded as a full member for all purposes 

of governance of the Society, irrespective of the rate of subscrip-

tion paid. 2. Voting rights within Branches will be determined 

within each individual branch, but in general we would expect 

Adult Joint or adult Family members to have full voting rights 
within their Branches and Junior and Youth categories to have 

no voting rights." 

I will be receiving more information related to the AGM over 

the next few months. 

Just a reminder; the RSCDS web site has been updated so do 

check out this site from time to time to keep yourself current. 

"Dance, then, wherever you may be..." 

Membership Renewal Reminder: 
 

Please send in your membership renewal now, if you have not 

already sent it. We all got our renewal notices in May, and they 

were due back by July 1st. If you put off sending it in much 

longer, you risk not having your name in the directory. If your 

name is not there, people trying to find your phone number or 

email get frustrated. Find that notice and send in your check. 

Thanks. 

 

The deadline for inclusion in the directory is August 15.  

 
The Membership Committee 
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RSCDS-RE B@KDMC@Q NE DUDMSR Ɣ 1//7-09  
Revised 8/1/2008 Å Compiled by Dotty Lieber: dottyl@cruzio.com 

AUGUST 2008 
9, Sa: 6 PM: SUMMER BY THE SEA DANCE at First 

Congregational Church, 900 High St., Santa Cruz, 
sponsored by Santa Cruz Class. Info: Karen at 831-
247-0544, Dotty at 831-423-6165 or dottyl@cruzio.com  

22, Fr: 8-10 PM: LAST BERKELEY CLASS PARTY OF 
THE SUMMER: favorite dances, live music, at Grace 
North Church, 2138 Cedar at Walnut, Berkeley. Info: 
sandra-sue@msn.com or 510-549-9224 

26, Tu: 7-9 PM: CROCKETT CLASS PARTY! All are 
invited. Live Music. Crockett Community Center, 850 
Pomona St., Crockett. For info contact Sandee: sandra
-sue@msn.com or Lori: fireknight1@aol.com  

30, Sa & 31, Su: PLEASANTON HIGHLAND GAMES, at 
Alameda County Fairgrounds, Pleasanton 

30, 7:30 PM: JEAN PATRICK DANCE at Pleasanton 
Veterans Hall. Info: Michael Gregg: 925-413-3633 or 
gregg128@comcast.net  

SEPTEMBER 2008 
4, Th: 8-0/ OL9 R@M EQ@MBHRBN BK@RR EQDD ƏC@MBD
RBNSSHRGƐ HMSQNCTBSNQX O@QSX vhsg khud ltrhb-
All welcome. At Noe Valley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez at 
23rd St., San Francisco. Info: 415-841-9456 or 
linneaj@spursuits.com    

14, Su : SOLANO STROLL, a community event the length 
of Solano Ave., Berkeley. Berkeley Class has a tent 
and dances at intervals. Open to all and lasts all day.            
Info: Ned or Janis at 510-525-9563  or 
arvillajane@aol.com 

19, Fr: 8-10 PM: BERKELEY FREE INTRODUCTORY 
CLASS. All welcome. Grace North Church, 2138 
Cedar at Walnut, Berkeley. Info: arvillajane@aol.com 

20, Sa: 1:30 Video, 2 PM start: TEACHERS COMMITTEE 
LDDSHMF `s J`sgkddm Lb@c`lƍr+ K`e`xdssd- J`sgx
Allen: kathyallien@gmail.com 

30. Tu: 7-9 PM CROCKETT CLASS PARTY!  All Invited!  
Live Music!  Crockett Community Center, 850 Pomona 
St., Crockett.  For info: Sandee, sandra-sue@msn.com  

 
OCTOBER 2008   
4, Sa: LOCH LOMOND CELTIC GAMES at Highland Park, 

Ben Lomond. www.lochlomondceltic.org Scottish 
Country Dance Demonstration Groups contact Deidre 
at 831-457-8269 or gkodner@earthlink.net  

4, Sa, 1 PM: BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, in Santa 
Clara. Info: 707-829-9775 or jpassage@sonic.net  

4, Sa: 7:30 PM: MONTHLY PARTY at Mountain View 
Masonic Hall, 840 Church St., Mountain View. 
Mountain View Class hosting. 
dancingsands@hotmail.com 

11, Sa: ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW: Palo Alto 1, at St. 
L`qjƍr Dohrbno`k Bgtqbg+ O`kn @ksn-
elovell2001@yahoo.com 

18, Sa: ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW: Palo Alto 2, at St. 
L`qjƍr Dohrbno`k Bgtqbg+ O`kn @ksn-
elovell2001@yahoo.com  

19, Su: ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW: Berkeley 1, at St. 
Clements Episcopal Church, Berkeley. 
elovell2001@yahoo.com 

25, Sa: TEACHERS WORKSHOP,1-4 OL `s Rs- L`qjƍr
Episcopal Church. 600 Colorado Ave., Palo Alto. 
Info: kathyallien@gmail.com 

26, Su: ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEW: Berkeley 2, at St. 
Bkdldmsƍr Dohrbno`k Bgtqbg+ Adqjdkdx-
elovell2001@yahoo.com 

31, Fr: to 2 Nov. Su: 50th ANNIVERSARY ASILOMAR 
WORKSHOPS AND BALL  

 Information: julm-hcs@pacbell.net   
 
NOVEMBER 2008   
1, Sa: to 2 Nov. Su: 50th ANNIVERSARY ASILOMAR 

WORKSHOPS AND BALL. Information:                
julm-hcs@pacbell.net  

8, Sa: Sa, 1 PM . BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, 
place TBD. Info: 707-829-9775 or 
jpassage@sonic.net 

8, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at Alameda Masonic 
Hall, 2312 Alameda Ave., Alameda. Berkeley 
classes hosting. dancingsands@hotmail.com 

 

DECEMBER 2008 
6, Sa: 1 PM: BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, place 

TBD. Info:  707-829-9775 or jpassage@sonic.net  
6, Sa: 7:30 PM: MONTHLY PARTY at San Mateo 

Masonic Hall, 100 N. Ellsworth, San Mateo. San 
Francisco and New World hosting. 
dancingsands@hotmail.com 

13, Sa: BERKELEY HOLIDAY PARTY at Arlington 
Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave., Kensington, 
CA. Potluck 6 PM, caroling 7:30, dancing at 8 PM. 
Janis: jmdairiki@lbl.gov  

18, Th: 7:45 PM: SAN FRANCISCO CLASS WINTER 
SOLSTICE PARTY with live music. At Noe Valley 
Ministry, 1021 Sanchez at 23rd St., San Francisco. 
Info: 415-841-9456 or linneaj@spursuits.com  

(Continued on page 8) 
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Red Thistle Dancers 

By Sue Anderson 

The past year has continued to offer the Red Thistles a wide vari-

ety of dancing opportunities. In addition to performances at the 

local Pleasanton, Livermore, Campbell, and Dunsmuir Games, 

we spent a weekend in October dancing at the Reno Games, hap-

pily moved from warmer July weather. This meant a bit of snow 

over the Sierra Summit to drive there, but we figured it was a 

good trade. We also made our third annual appearance at the 

Dickens Faire in the Cow Palaceðour Victorian repertoire and 

costuming skills are blossoming! 

Our year has been very nicely framed by two weddings. Dancer 

Nancy McKeown married Albert Andersen at a lovely ceremony 
at Stanford Memorial Church on September 29, and very recently 

(July 26), Alisa Pura and Michael Suckow were married in John 

and Jenniferôs beautiful garden. Red Thistles danced for both 

couples at the receptions, and thoroughly enjoyed all the celebrat-

ing. 

John and Jennifer produced a new CD to commemorate the 60th 

year of the Stockton Folk Dance Camp. Its title is ñSix for Sixtyò, 

and is performed by our stalwart Red Thistle musicians Susan 

Worland Bentley, Lyle Ramshaw, and Michael Bentley, joined 

by Gary Innes on accordion. 

Mid-March found us back at the Woodside High School Center 
for the Performing Arts to film the Strathspey segments of our 

newest filming endeavor. When combined with last yearôs fast-

time footage, we will have a DVD version of our first teaching 

video, upgraded with much new technology. We hope and expect 

that it will be available for purchase at the Asilomar weekend this 

fall. 

In addition to wedding celebrations, we have marked birthdays 

each month, danced the New Year in at the Pettengillôs Hogma-

nay party, and enjoyed the annual spring luncheon in the Kellyôs 

garden. We appreciate their continual efforts to keep us dancing 

our best, and thank the other Red Thistle teachers who step in 

while theyôre away. Of course, we would never know ñwhat to 
doò without our devoted musicians. Thanks to one and all. 

addressed this issue at their last meeting and made some sugges-

tions. These will be discussed at the next Branch Committee 

meeting on October 4, the afternoon before the Monthly Party. 

Could you please give us your ideas about what keeps you com-
ing to Monthly Parties, or, if youôre not going to them, whatôs 

keeping you away? Are there changes youôd like to have happen 

at the Monthly Parties which would make you more likely to 

go? 

Please let us know! Address your comments to any Branch 

Committee member (see the list on the last page of this R&S), to 

your teacher or your Class Manager. Iôd be happy to get calls or 

emails from you, about this or any Branch matter. Your com-

ments and concerns will be taken seriously and will be discussed 

and acted upon. 

Dotty Lieber, Branch Committee Chair, 2008-09   831-423-6165  

or dottyl@cruzio.com   

(Continued from page 1) 

Mountain View Class 

By Michelle Cale  

The Mountain View class had a great year with teachers Alan 

Twhigg, Bruce Hamilton, Fred DeMarse, Armin Busse, and Jo 

Hamilton.  Our class was split into three groups: basic skills, 

"transition", and experienced.  The "Bring a Friend" night in 

September 2007 was attended by over 50 people and quite a few 

decided to stick around for the whole year.  Fred and Bruce in 

the fall semester focused on footwork and technique; Alan and 

Armin in the spring worked on our social skills, hands, eye con-

tact, and getting that team spirit going in every set.  Jo's transi-

tion class worked on figures and teamwork in preparation for 

stepping up to the experienced class.  We're looking forward to 
welcoming the graduates from her class in September this year! 

As always, the Mountain View class year was punctuated by 

parties with wonderful live music, celebrating Thanksgiving, 

Valentine's Day (Cupid's Bow), Spring Tax Season, and the end 

of the year, which we held at the Redwood City Women's Club 

for the first time (daring to venture out of our home town!); and 

we were delighted to be the hosts for the December monthly 

party. 

The class had a demonstration set at the Campbell Highland 

Games, clearly showing the audience that you've never had this 

much fun at the gym. We concluded the year with three weeks 
of "Dancing in the Park" at Rinconada Park in Palo Alto: a se-

ries of informal sessions where visitors to the park are enticed 

into joining in the dancing with regular members of the class - 

before the mosquitoes and the sprinklers get us! Thank you to 

our wonderful teachers for all the time and effort they put into 

making the Mountain View class such a valuable experience for 

everyone.  

mailto:dottyl@cruzio.com
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MONTHLY PARTIES 2008 -09 
DATES, PLACES, HOSTS 

  
October 4, 2008 

Mountain View Masonic  

840 Church Street, Mountain View 

Mountain View Hosting 

November 8, 2008 

Alameda Masonic  

2312 Alameda Avenue, Alameda 

Berkeley Hosting 

December 6, 2008 

San Mateo Masonic  

100 N. Ellsworth , San Mateo 

San Francisco/New World Hosting 

January 3, 2009 

Mountain View Masonic  

840 Church St, Mountain View 

San Jose Hosting 

March 7, 2009 

Lucie Stern Community Center 

1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto 

Campbell/Red Thistle Hosting 

April 4, 2009 

Alameda Masonic  

2312 Alameda Avenue, Alameda 

Lafayette/Livermore Hosting 

May 2, 2009  - Includes AGM 

San Rafael Masonic  

4th and Lootens, San Rafael  

Santa Rosa/Dunsmuir Hosting 

June 6, 2009  

First Congregational Church  

900 High St., Santa Cruz  

Monterey/Santa Cruz Hosting 

South Bay Youth Class 

By Michelle Cale  

The South Bay Youth Class, taught by Jo Hamilton, moved 

location at the beginning of the dancing year to Los Altos 

from Palo Alto, and the move seems to have enabled a few 

more children to join us. We are now regularly seeing be-

tween 12 and 16 children each week, ages 5 through 12, boys 

and girls. 

In July 2007, the class was represented at the Dunsmuir High-

land Games by a parent and child demonstration set (as many 

of the children have parents who dance too, mainly with the 

Mountain View class).  We repeated that experience at the 

Campbell Highland Games in June 2008 with a medley con-
taining two of our favorite dances, the Nut and Petronella, 

rechristened "Nutella" for the occasion!  Some of our young-

est children participated in the Campbell set; they were very 

proud to be asked to perform and did wonderfully. 

Jo does a great job of "herding the cats" through their dances 

each week.  Over the course of the year, she taught reels, cor-

ners, hello-and-goodbye setting, petronella turns (of course!), 

and many other figures in reel and jig time.  The children 

were very excited to prepare for the Children's Ball in May, 

which eleven of them attended, including one of our boys who 

had had only five lessons (and who did great!).  It is such a 
pleasure to see even the small ones get through their dances so 

triumphantly.   

On Memorial Day, we had an end of the year party and dance 

class at Michelle Cale's home, with a potluck and dancing on 

the lawn, which most of the class was able to attend.  A new 

annual tradition?  And at the end of the year the children pre-

sented Jo with a dish decorated with little people made out of 

their fingerprints.  It was a touching moment, and one which 

showed how much we all value Jo's wonderful contribution to 

our lives.  Now the new year is upon us and, in the words of a 

favorite dance from the Ball program, "Here We Go Again!"  
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RSCDS EVENTS ELSEWHERE Å 2007 - 08 

Revised 6/3/08  

Compiled by Dotty Lieber: dottyl@cruzio.com 

For more information on these and other events, try the 

Inter -City Scot: www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php  

AUGUST 2008 
10, Su Ɗ 17, Su: TAC SUMMER SCHOOL in Waterloo, 

Ontario, Canada, sponsored by Teachers Association 
of Canada. Teachers: Janet Johnston, Geoffrey Sell-
ing, Val Mitchell  http://tac-rscds.org  

 
SEPTEMBER 2008 
12, Fr Ɗ 14, Su: FORT WORDEN WEEKEND in Port 

Townsend, WA, sponsored by Seattle Branch, 
RSCDS.  Teachers are:  Eric Finley, Ruth Jappy, 
Marjorie McLaughlin, Geoffrey Selling.  Musicians are:  
Brian Crissafulli, Ralph Gordon, Deby Benton Gros-
jean , Muriel Johnstone, and Calum MacKinnon.  Infor-
mation: www.rscds-seattle.org  

19, Fr Ɗ 21, Su:  SCOTTISH WEEKEND AT TIMBER 
RIDGE with teachers David Queen of Southport, Eng-
land, Eric Finley of Ayr, Scotland, and Elaine Brunken 
of Laurel, Maryland.  Musicians are Terpsichore:  Elke 
Baker, fiddle,  Liz Donaldson, piano and Ralph 
Gordon, cello and bass.  Registrar:  Fred Eustis, 410-
922-6369 feustis@starpower.net  Chair: Ellen Ternes,                 
301-318-4208  or  ellenter@comcast.net  

 

OCTOBER 2008 
18, Sa, and 19, Su: HOUSTON, TEXAS WORKSHOP at 

Rice University. Sponsored by Houston RSCDS 
Branch. Teacher is Alan Twhigg , music by the Music 
Makars.  Contact Dave Davies, daveand-
tina@consolidated.net www.houstonrscds.com 

 
NOVEMBER 2008 
14, Fr. 7:30 PM: HEARTLAND DANCE SCOTTISH Social 

Dance at United Scottish Cultural Centre, 8886 Hud-
son St. Vancouver, B.C.Music by Colin Dewar Band, 
doors open 6:30, Dance 7:30, Social Buffet 10:30. 
Information from the Sponsors: Stanley and Marie 
Disiewiecz, heartland_ds@telus.net 

15, Sa: HEARTLAND DANCE SCOTTISH BALL, with Ball 
Walk Through 12 PM to 2:30 PM, Doors open 6 PM, 
Grand March and Ball with Colin Dewar Band 7 PM, 
Ball Buffet 10:30 PM at United Scottish Cultural Cen-
tre, 8886 Hudson St. Vancouver, B.C. Information 
from the Sponsors: Stanley and Marie Disiewiecz, 
heartland_ds@telus.net 

JANUARY 2009  
3, Sa: 1 PM: BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, place 

TBD. Info: 707-829-9775 or jpassage@sonic.net 
3, Sa: 7:30 PM: MONTHLY PARTY at Mountain View 

Masonic Hall, 840 Church St., Mountain View. San 
Jose Class hosting. dancingsands@hotmail.com 

10, Sa: 1:30 Video, 2 PM start: TEACHERS COMMITTEE 
MEETING at place TBD. Kathy Allen: 
kathyallien@gmail.com 

??, Sa: 2 PM: ANNUAL BALLGOWN SALE, place TBD. 
Info: Susie 415-333-9372 or susie.langdon-
kass@ucsf.edu  

 
FEBRUARY 2009 
6 '>(+ R`9 U@KDMSHMDƍR A@KK QDGD@QR@K vhsg khud

music. At Noe Valley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez at 23rd 
St., San Francisco. Info: 415-841-9456 or 
linneaj@spursuits.com   

21, Sa: VALENTINE BALL, at Scottish Rite Temple, 
Oakland. Info: susan@celtic-lass.com  

 
MARCH 2009 
7, Sa: 1 PM: BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, place 

TBD. Info:  707-829-9775 or jpassage@sonic.net 
7, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at Lucie Stern 

Community Center, 1305 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto. 
Campbell Class and Red Thistle Dancers hosting. 
Info: dancingsands@hotmail.com 

 
APRIL 2009 
4, Sa: 1 PM: BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING, place 

TBD. Info:  707-829-9775 or jpassage@sonic.net 
4, Sa: 7:30 PM: MONTHLY PARTY at Alameda Masonic 

Hall, 2312 Alameda Ave., Alameda. Lafayette, 
Livermore classes hosting. 
dancingsands@hotmail.com 

 
MAY 2009 
2, Sa: 7:30 PM AGM AND MONTHLY PARTY at San 

Rafael Masonic Hall, 4th and Lootens, San Rafael 
Santa Rosa/Dunsmuir hosting. 
dancingsands@hotmail.com 

 
JUNE 2009 
6, Sa: 6:30 PM Note early Start time  MONTHLY PARTY 

at First Congregational Church, 900 High St., Santa 
Cruz.  Santa Cruz/Monterey Classes hosting. 
dancingsands@hotmail.com JUNE 2008 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

mailto:dottyl@cruzio.com
http://www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php
http://tac-rscds.org/
http://www.rscds-seattle.org/
mailto:feustis@starpower.net
mailto:ellenter@comcast.net
mailto:daveandtina@consolidated.net
mailto:daveandtina@consolidated.net
http://www.houstonrscds.com/
mailto:heartland_ds@telus.net
mailto:heartland_ds@telus.net
mailto:jpassage@sonic.net
mailto:dancingsands@hotmail.com
mailto:kathyallien@gmail.com
mailto:susie.langdon-kass@ucsf.edu
mailto:susie.langdon-kass@ucsf.edu
mailto:linneaj@spursuits.com
mailto:susan@celtic-lass.com
mailto:jpassage@sonic.net
mailto:dancingsands@hotmail.com
mailto:jpassage@sonic.net
mailto:dancingsands@hotmail.com
mailto:dancingsands@hotmail.com
mailto:dancingsands@hotmail.com



